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PLAINE EXPLANATION 


OF THE WHOLE REVELATION 


SAINT 70 AD 20.6): (-4. 


ary an comin eint op dayes 0 
trouble and affliftion inthe Church. 


” /260-y og. &enles 4D 
ery neceſſ: 


Penned by a fairbfull Preacher, now with God, for moxe. 


private vſe, and now publiſhed for the further beneli of the - 


people of G o D,bv Th Cnrwnorht , =» 


"7h ere cared vayce from beawen, ſaying : Come away from her , my peopte, that ye be nd 
as of her [innes; left ye be Partakers of ber plagues, Reu, 18. 4+ 
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To the Chriſtian Reader, 


*Ad& Hatloever things were written a- 
1 & fore time, were written for our 
o learning,thatwe through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures , 
i might hauchope. Rem. 15. 4.And |RD71-(F-4. 
/5 the Reuelation of Jeſus Chriſt , 
Alf AZZ which God gave vnto him, to ſhew 
dy) BHaezzZ Cf vnto his Seruants, Rem, 1. 1. was 
inen and written for the comfort of the Charch in her lateſÞ | + 
and greateſt troubles, and ſbarpeſs affiictions and perſecutions; ..2 
wherein certes Gods loue and care of bis Church, # abundantly = 
manifeſted. For not any of the Primitine perſecutions, or latter 
Antichriſtian Seducions, and blondy Combuſttons, wherewith 
at this day the Church i turmoyled; But they are forctold, 
» | with their Iſſue and Enents in this Bookegthat ſo the choſenand 
elelt of God might not be Carried toeuerlaſting peraition, or 0- 
werwhelmed with (orrow and diſÞleaſure m their ſeeming tnex- 
tricable temporary calamities. 

Many Commentaries and Expoſitions of this Booke haur 
| beene publiſhed by very Renerend and excellent Learned men, 
u0 doubt to the great comfort of Gods people; and therefore the 
 lefſeneedtheremay be imagined tobe of any more: but,( beſides | 
|thatths s more briefe and plain vpon the whole Book\then any 
other;and [01s more v(efullfor the meſi,that hane moſt uſe ofit, | 
sf it ſhall ſerue but as a watch-word,enen now to direft God; peo- | 
| plein their perplexities, whether to hane recourſe for comfortand | 
conſolation, and ſo incite them to a more diligent reading, and ' | 
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{| bnt at the holy ones, and the annointed of God? Well, I ſay no 


Tothe Chriftian Reader. | 


findions ſearch of thes holy Revelation, it will be 4 ſufficient a-; 
| pollogyfor this publication, eſpecially at thi time, when /o many | 
waner betweene hope and diſpaire of the good (wceeſſe, of the aſ-" 
faires of Chriſtendome; which ſo nearely concerne thewelfare of 
the Charth, as that the Enemies begin to looke big ge againe z 
| daily expeHing the rains of it as if the hope of Gods people were. 
 waine; or as if by their wicked pollicy and power they made ſure 
account to diſappoint God of his purpoſe and decreed defiruttion| 
of the Kingdome of Antichrift;nwot confidering that the more they 
extend their malicious praliſes againſt the deſolate Woman the 
mor and greater woes are due unto them,and the more horrible 
| indgements faall come upon them,and that happily by meancs of 


thoſe weak{ings whom they now ſo much ſcorne and trample vp- 
| on. For, upon whom haue they gaped, at whom hawe they hiſſed, 


| | more, but that God is wonderfull in all his workes, and ſo will de- 
clare himſelfe in the deftruilien of thoſe his encxvies; and inthe 
delinerance of bu faithfull ones ont of the hands, and from the 
rage of the Dragon, and his Inſiruments, the Beall, and the 
falſe Prophet, with all their Locuſts and Frogs, let them caft 
abroad wener ſe preat flonds of deceits and perſecutions to oner- 
whelme the Church, andre extirpatetrue Religion, onely it be- 
booxes the profeſſers of truth, ww this expetlationts arme thew- 
ſelnes with faith and patience, andto exerciſe themſelues in obe-| 
| | dience ts Gods holy ('ommandements ; and then they may reſt 
| aſſured of the accompliſhment (in Gods good rim ) of all the pre- 
| w3i/es expreſſedin this Booke. | 
Wherein to helpe vs, the Amther (a man of excellent gifts ) 
; Long fince tranailed; and now by the pronidence of God, are his 
| laboyr s in this kinde publiſhed for our comfort. I pray God that 
| we map be direfted to make good v/e both of the holly Reuelati- 
| 0N#t ſelfe; and of his Labowr whe Explanation of it, Farewell 5 
| : 
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TheReuclation of Iesvs Cu xisT which God gane 
onto him,to ſhew wnto his Seruants things which muſt 
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onto by ſeruamt 1 0 1 N, (v6. 


== 25 S the Prophet Daxiel, in his time 
21 was raiſed vp of the Lord as an 
inſtrument to reuveale to the 
Church of God in thoſe dayes, 
the difficulties to come vnto the 
Church ol the Tewes, that there- 
by the Church might be armed 
againſt thoſe troubles, as allo to 
| comfort them in the good iſſue thereof. So here the 


to the Church of the Chriftians,which he doth by the 


prophecie contained in this Booke. 
B 2 In 


PE CCESIPFICY 
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' ſhortly be done, which he ſent aud ſpewed by bis Angell 


oftleis irred vp as an Inſtrument of the ſame, vns| 


——_— QC. 


| ther in knowledge ;z now God che Farher would giue 
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{| ther commendation of the Booke. 


tm 


- plaine Explanation of the Apoc, Z 


In the beginning of this Bookeis firſt ſer downe the 
excellencie of the Prophecie herein contained , and 
the inftrument of thedeltuery of ic; which is,the 4#- 
gell, and of the penning of it, which is 15hn himſelfe. | 

The excellencie of the Booke is ſet downe by the! 
divers commendations, to the inflaming of the | 
mind:s of the hearers to a diligent obſcruation of rhe 
matter contained in it. | 

Firft, in that it is called a Rezelation, he noteth,that. 
it is ſuch athing, as that the wit of no man or Angell | 
can attaine vnto it without the ſpeciall manifeſtati- 
on of God, | 

Secondly, it is that which God giveth, and there-| 
fore muſt be amok excellent thing; and further;as it 
is Gods gift, fo it was given by God the Father to 
Chrift, co giue vnto his ſeruants; namely, as hee was 
Mediator, and in that regard onely it was reuealed 
to him: for, as he was God, he was equal! ro his Fa- 


nothing to Chritt,but that which was moft excellcnt. 

" Thidly,it is commended in regard of the matter to 
be reucaled, to wit; thatwhich was ts come ſhortly or 
quickly, namely, in a {hort time, before the end of the 


world , both in regard that they ſhouid begin ont 
of hind, and eſpecially in regard of God,tor though. 
in regard of vs 1t ſhould ſeeme to belong, yet itis 
ſhort vnto God. | = 
The inftrument by whom God declareth it to 10h», | 
is ſaid to be the Angell, to wit , the Angell of the cove. 
nant ; which is Chriſt the Sonne of God, whickvis 
here ſaid to be 4/phe and Omega, which is alſo a tur- | 


_ Another 


—_———— 


Cap: I. Whole Renelation of S*, lohn. 
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Another argument of commendation is , that it 
was giuen-tO 7oþn, a notable Miniſter , Apoſtle, and 
Witneſlz ofthe Miſtery of the Goſpell of Chrift Ieſus, 
to whom all the Scriptures are directed. 

Another reaſon of the excellencie of it, is drawne 
from theeftefs of it, tro wit, that the knowledge of 
this thould make them bleſled which did heareit,and 
keepethe things herein contained. | | 

Further, it is commended in regard of the time 
wherein it was deliucred to 19hp, to wit, when he was 
exiled, for the Goſpell-ſake , imtothe 1le of Pathmos , 
which argueth that it was a notable thing, ſeeing it 


| was to be a matter of great comfort to him in ſuch a 


diſtreſſe : And moreparticularly, that it is ſaid to be 


uer more excellent things, concerning his will and 
counſell, then at other times : And as the Sabbath gi- 
ueth commendations, and credit, and authority vato 
the Renclation, lo this Rexelation allo giueth authoritie 
to the Sabbath. | 

And firſt, 79h» beginneth with a Salutation,thart it 
might draw atrention , and be the more accepted of 
the hearers. In the ſalucation, hee wiſheth Grace 4d 
peace from the Father, the Sonne, and the holy Ghoſt. 


| 


the Spirit with thoſe ſeauen Churches hereaftermen- 
tioned, wherein his Miſtery moſt eſpecially lay. 


rencaled on the Lords day; wherein God vſeth to deli-| 


The Father is ſer out to be Hee that was,gs,e5 ſpal be, 
| that is,cxerlaſting. The holy Ghoſt is ſerdown next, by | | 

the name of ſcaxen Spirits,as hauing relation vnts the |R£&u1-+- 
| ſeauen Churches, making as it werea conformity of 
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Revn9. 
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\, Thecaule whereforehedid chuſe ſeauen Churches 


_ and no other number; it is;for the number of perfe-) 
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Aion, fi for ſeauen is a | perfe&t number : and therefore 

| he faith, the holy Ghoſt is as ſeauen Spirtrs,to povure 
| outhis graceeffecually in all the Churches, becauſe 
he is as effecuall in all, as in one, for his'firengrl: is 
not diuided. And'by ſeauen Churches he alfo vnder- 
| ſtandeth all the reſt; 
Next the holy Ghoft, is ſet dewne the Sonne of | 
| God: Thereaſon why the fecond Perſon is ſer after, 
is, firſt becauſethe Scripture is wont to ſet thatin the 
[laſt place, which it vſeth-to intreate longeſt of, now 
| therefore the Apoſtle Saiat 7ohz being here princt- 
pally to ſpeake of. our Saniour Chriſt, fecteth him in | 
the laſt place. 

In the Salutation,he witheth grace vnto the Chur- 
ches, with the fruit thereof, which is peace, which are 
ſet downe by their end, to wit, that God might be} 
glorified. 

Chriſt is here 4eſcribed by his offices; firſt, in that. 
.| heis called the faithful Witneſſe, hgnitying that hee | 
is a Prophet to teſtifhe the truth to bis people. | 


Secondly,he is deſcribed by his Prieft-hood,in that | 
{ he is called lhe firſt begotten of the dead; (hewing there- 
by, that he was offered vpin ſacrifice tor his Church, | 
and was riſen from the dead. 
Thirdly,by his kingdome,in that he is called Prixce 
of the Kmgs of the earth : that is,he to whom all power 
belonperh, and to whom all Princes are ſubtect,as ot [/ 
| whom they receive their. Scepters. 
| Afterward the Apoſtle ſhewes that he did not ſer: 
| downe this Rewelation by himfelfe, bur by the calling | 
| 'of Chrilt; and therefore bringeth in the author of'\ 
{ his calling, which was Chriſt, whom he fetteth lis 
4416 
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| Cap. I, whok Renelation of S© John, 


be fo glorious, that every one (hall ſee him : and that 
| this authority may be more effeuall, he bringeth in 

Chriſt; ſpeaking in his owne perſon, ſaying, 7 ans .41- 
pha and: Qmtgea. 

And laſtliy,the Apoſtle bringethin himſelfe,deſcri. 
bing himſeite co be a Brother, that is, amember of 
Chriſt, and one that waited for deliverance by him. 
Andapaine, that bee was a Labourer in the Charch, 
and therefore was perſecuted for the Traths-ſake,for 
which cauſe hee.was now driven inro the [{le of Pab/ 
1ss : And heere hee ſaith, bee was raniſhed 7n the 
ſpirit,and heard avoice as of 4 Trampet : In that he ſaith 
| he was rautſhed inthe ſpirit,he fignifieth that his mind 
was withdrawne from all worldly copgitations\ and 
was addicted and bent vnto- thoſe holy meditations 
which it pleaſed the Lord to- miniſter vnto him . 
-Where we ſes that hee with-held- himſelfe from all 
other things,tothe end hee might better attend vpon 
all good occaſions, to/learne any. thing concerning 
the will of God. - 

. Which teacheth vs in holy exerciſes, efpeciallly 
which concernethe will of God,to ſeparate our ſelues 
from any thing that may hinder vs,or withdraw our 
mindes irom the ſame; and more principally ought 
the Miniſters ſo to doe, when they are to be occupied 
inthe ſtudy of the word of God, andin deliuering the. 
will of God vntothe people. 

Mnd hee leaked to ſeethe Voice : Not that the voice 
.could be ſcene, but he looked from whence it ſhould 
! come, and who ſhould ſpeake ir. Then hee {hewerh 
what: hee ſaw (which isthe preparation of the two 


x is nl 
by his comming in the clouds; which he ſaith, ſhall 
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F: 1 plaine Explanation of the | Apoc, 


Cha ptersfollowing :) that which he ſaw. was ſ[eauen 
Candlefrickes, which note the leauen Churches ; tor 
| the Candleſtickes are of Gold , {ignitying the glory 
and puritie of them; ſo that wee = that albeit the | 
Church in the world ſeemeth to be contemptible,yer 
with God it 15 moſt precious. 

Afterward the Apoſtie doth notably deſcribe 7m, 


| whom he ſaw; and firſt, by kis apparell, inthar hee! 


had 4 long Garment ; noting , that hee was a great 
Councellor: for, amongſt the Iewes, Councellors v-. 
ſed to weare ſuch manner of Garments. This noteth, | 


that Chriſt is infinitely wiſe, and therefore able to. 


giue counſell to his Church. | 
Secondly, his paps girded , noting,thacas he is wiſe | 
ſo he is ready to helpe his ſervants ſpeedily with his | 


| counſell. A fimilitude taken from the cnftome of thoſe | 


Countries of the Eaft, who when they would make | 
haft in doing any thing, they would gird vp their 
Cloathes to their breaſts, left they ſhould be any hin-| 
derance vnto them , that they might more ſpecdily | 
doe that they went about, | 
His head white; declaritg his grauity, as gray haires 
are fignes of age. 
His eyes flaming ; thatis, piercing andentring in-| 
to the hearts of men, laying open, and ſeeing all 
|] things wharſoeuer, though never ſo ſecret. 
Hu feete Braſſe ; ſhewing his power and maicſtic, 
as being able to cread his enemies, and allthat is con- | 
trary to his will , or that oppoſeth it ſelfe to him, in 
peeces vnder bis feete.. 
Alter follow bis effeRs;and firſt, by his voice which! | 


is ſaid to be like the ſound of many waters,letting down | 1 
| thereby 


——_— 
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Cap. 1. | whole Renelation of S*. Tohn. 


ble Chriſt is to his enemies: T hen hee is ſaid to have 
ſeauen Starres in hs hand, which (Tgnifieth the Mini- 
ſters, who arethe lights of the Church : And where- 
as they are ſaid !9 ben 15 hand, it noteth, that the Mi- 
niſters of the Word, are in the cuſtody of Chriſt, be- 
ing vpheid, maintained, and gouerned by him. 

Out of bis mouth went a ſharpe two-edged ſword ; 
Which 1s his Goſpell : And whereasit is ſaid to haue 
two eapes, it declareth the double vertne of the word 
of God, which either cutteth and healeth vato life, or 
woundeth to death, 

His face ſhining as the Sunne ; either ſetting forth the 
fulneſſe of his Maieſtie, or elſe his enlightning of the 
earth with the light of che Goſpell, like as the Sunne 
with his beames. 

Afterward, John ſaith, that he fell downe at the fight 


| 


| feare: But the Lord raiſeth him vp, and vpboldeth 
him, bidding him fot to feare. Andin a word, jnter- 
preteth all the miſtery, and ſerteth downe briefly the 


then to be reucaled vnto him : namely, that it was 
| eitherof chings preſent , or of _ to come. 

The things preſent, were thoſe which were then 
done,though John knew nor of them : whichare con- 
rained in the three firſt Chapters of the Booke. 

The things ro come, are thoſe which afterwards 
ſhould be done vnto the erid of the world : and dee 
folloyy.in the reſt of the Booke. 


thereby the mateſtie of his voyce; noting, how terri- | 


hereof, which he did partly in reuerence,and partly in 


ſurme of the whole Booke following , which was 
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| Apoc. Cap. 2. y.1. 
Pnto the Angell of the Charch of Epheſus write, T beſe 


things ſaith he that boldeth the ſeauen ftarres in hiright 


hand, and walketh in the middes of the ſeauen golden 
Candleſtickes, (rc. 


| 


T He Prophet hauing fet downe the diuifion of his 
Booke, which 1s,into two parts,concerning things 
preſent , and things to come. He now jcommeth to 
the firft; namely, concerning thoſe things that were 
then done : where, firft hee ſets downe the Epiſtles 
which Chriſt ſends to the Charckes. In the Epiſtles, 
weare to conſider thoſe things that are common to! 
them all,& thoſe things that are proper to euery one.| 
The things common to all, are firſt,that they con- 
raine titles in them fit for the matter whereunto every 
Epiſtle driveth. In the titles it is common to all, that! 
{ it is direed firſt and principally to the 4ngel/ ; that 
is, to the Miniſter, as being principall in the Church:! 
Yet ſo as that it belongeth alſo tothe whole Church, 
| as appeareth by the Exhortation in the end of euery 
Epiltle, Lethire that hath eayes beare, (7c. 
Secondly, this is commongo all, in that heeeither! 
commendeth their good things they haue,or diſcom- 
mendeth their enill,exhorting them to the good, and! 
dehorting them from the euill, adioyning promiſes 
vnto their good things, and threatning iudgements 
againſt their enil]. HE 
Laſtly, the attention vnto the promiſes which hee! 
ftirreth them vp vnto : and this hee moveth diverſty. 
In thethree firlt Epiſtles, he ſeemeth more eſpecially 
to 


| 


i ——— 
—_——— 


| Chap.2. whole Revelation of S'. lohn. 


——_— 


latter,he more expreily ſets downe their reward: and 
taereupon hee ſets downe this exiortation vnto at- 
tention, Lec hin: that hath an eare, heare what the ſpirit 
faith tothe Churches. , 

| To come to the Epiſtles particularly : In the firſt 
he writeth to the Church of Epheſus, Chriſk deſcri- 
| beth himſelfe by that, by which he is (et downe,Chap. 
1,13. 16, namely, to be hee which hath the ſeaucn 
Starresinhys hand: noting, that all good things what- 


the praiſe thereotis duc vnto him, And ſecondly, in 
that hee walketh in the midſt of the Candleſtickes, hee 
noteth, that hee ſecth all their doings, and therefore 
heknoweth their workes and cheir jabours. And here 
he commegpds in them, firſt, their Patience, then their 
Impatience; the latter he handles firſt, as is the man- 
ner of the Scripture;znamely,that they could not for- 
beare thoſe that fained themſeluesto be Apoltles,and 
yet were not, and therefore they proued them and 
tried, and found them to be lyars : Secondly, their 
Patience, that they had berne much affliition , and 
| many troubles for the truths ſake , and did (till beare 
in the maintenance thereof, and were not weary, 
which is required in true patiemce, | 

| And hauing commended the good in them, hee 
comes to thereproofe; where hee teacheth thoſe that 
are to reprehend others, that they ſet downein the 
firſt place, the things that are praile- worthy in the 
parties to be reprehended, and raen to fer Cowne the 
reproofe: Which condemneth thoſe which vſe torel! 
the faults, leauing out the remembranceof the good; 


——— 


—— 


| 


9 


to moue them with care, by threarnings, in the toure|- 


ſocuer are in the Miniſters, they come from him, and |/ 
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{but the holy Ghoſt here contrariwiſe,doth nominate 


and commend their vertues, that the better they | 


mighr beare the reproofe of thcir vices, 

Verſe 4. The reproofe is, that hee ſaith, they had 
fallen from their firſt loue : Where hee reprehendeth 
their want of zeale;zthewing that the feruencie of their 
loue which firſt they had, was now decayed and coo- 
led, therefore hee exhorteth them to a change, firft,, 
{in their iwdgement, that they ſhould reforme it, which 
appearerth in that he ſaith Verſe 5.Zemember. 

Then in their wi and affedions in that hee bids 
them repent. 

Laftly, in their ad&ions, in that heecommandeth 
them 70 dee their firſt workes : Sothat he requirerh ot 
[them a good and fuil reformation of all things that 
were amifſe, both inwardly and outwardly. And hee 
ſheweth further, ifthey will not be reformed,accor- 
ding as he exhorteth them, that hee will remone their 
Capdleſtickes, that is,either caft them into baniſhment, 
and ſuffer them to be led into caprivity, or remove 
his Goſpell from them. And leſt they thould be too 
muchdiſcouraged and caſt downe by this ſeuere and 
ſharpe reprehen(ion , hee doth after mollifie the re- | 
proofe by praifing them againe. | 

Perſe 6. And hee faith, that they have this good _ 
|thing, hat they hate the finne of the Nicolattays, which 
he diſv bated, to wit, both ſpiritual] and corporall tor- 
{nicatign. And laftly, be ſhutteth vp the Epiſtie, ad- 
{ding a promile, f they returne and ouercome, they ſhall 
eate of the ire of life; that is, be partakers of Chritt, 
who was repreſeated and figured by the tree of life in 
| Paradiſe,ot whom,whoſoecucr eateth,ſhal nexer ate, loh 7 | 

| | Perje 


tt 


Verfe g. And here firſt hee praiſeth them for their 
patient ſuffering of affliFions; through which , they 


were become poore, yet {0 as that by the bleſling of | 


God, that pouertie was turned to their further ſpirs- 
tuall riches. | 

After, hee comes tv ſhew wherein their affli&tion 
conltſted,and was more grieuous vnto them,namely, 
in that they had ſuch among them , which profe//ed | 


themſelues Tewes , that is, children of God, thar is, |; 


Chriſtians, bur yet were wot, but would maintaine the 
ceremonies of the Law, and preterre them before the 


{ubſtance of the Goſpell, and would mingle the cere- 
monies of the Law with the Goſpell. 

Verſe 10. And becauſethey were afraide of future | 
euils, hee fore-telleth them of ſuch troubles which | 
ſhould befall them,that they might be the better pre- 
pared againſt them,and the more comforted in them. 
And hee telleth them that ſome of them ſhould be 
caſt ints priſon, and that they ſhould have tribulation, 
that is, grieuous afflitions and perſecution,ter dates, | 
that is, tenne yeares; every day being counted for a | 
yeare, according as that phraſe is vſed and expouns« | 


ded in Daniel, as afterward it came to paſſe,trom halfz | 


the raigne of Tr74ian,to the'timz of _ſUdrian,for which | 
ſpace the Church ſuffered extreame perſecution. 

. And howſoeuer their Perſecutors might ſeeme to 
doe it in the ſervice of God, yer he {heweth them that 
it ſhould be the onely hand of the Diueil,and through 
kis malice, & therfore they {hould not be diſcouraged, 
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| uell was againſt them, God was therefore with them. 


| Neuertheleſle, they were conſtant and kept their pro- | 
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bur {ſhould racher be comforted; for, ſeeing the Di- 


on their {1de, to defend them and take their part. And 
tothe cnd they might be the more contirmed here- 
of, hee comforteth them with an argument drawne 
from the hope of their Refurrefion; that howſoeuer 
here in this life they ſhouid be perſecuted,and thould 
ſuffer, even vntilldeath, yer they perſcuering vnto 
the end,ſhould not be hurtar all with the latter death. 
And for this cauſe aiſo he vieth,in the Title,an argu- 
ment drawnefrom his owne perſon, in that he i fir 
ang laſt, and therefore able to deliner them : As ailo, 
that he was dead and i aline; and therefore howſocuer 
they might ſuffer temporary death, yet rlicy ſhould 
riſe againe as hedid, and liue wich him eternaily. 
Perſe 12. Atter tolloweth the Epiſtle to the Chareh 
of Pergamm , where hee findeth ſome gocd things 
which bee commendeth : nameiy, their conflancic in 
protefhng of reiigion,and their patience; which he com- | 
mendeth by two circumſtances,both in regard ot the 
place, and of the time wherein they lived. | 
Perſe 13. Concerning the place,it was there where | 
the Dinell erefFed hi throne, that is, where hee ſeemed | 


at his pleaſure to raigne, as Prince in his Subie&s : | 
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i 


. 


tefhon of the Goſpell. 

For the te, it was when the faithfull man Aniipas 
W45 put to death : that is, in ſuch a time wherein per- |. 
ſecution was very hot againſt the Children of God, 
| and yet notwithſtanding they ſtarted not from their 
 profefon, 


} Perſerg. Yetforallthis, hee hath certaine things 


againſt 
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againf chem, which he reprehendeth : namely, rol 
; they permitted certaine falſe Prophets amongſt thems, and 
did not withitand them,as the Church of Epheſws did, | 
but fuitered them 79 1each dangerous doFrine of Balaam, 
| which taught and maintained bodily whordome and 
fornication, whereby the people were brought to Ido- | 
}atry, ot which fort were thoſe amongſt them which 


| held chedodtrine of the Vicolaitans,to wit,that ſpiri- | . 


| tuall and bodily whoredome. 
The reformation whereof hee exhorts them to, in 

' bidding them repent; and this hee doth by theſe rea- 
; ſons; to wit, firſt, it they would repent, they ſhould 
be partakers of ihe þ3d, that is, [piritwall Manna,in the 
' wilderneſſc, which was hidden in the Arke in a pot. 
By Aanna is meant (as 1eſh. 6.) the grace, righte- 
ouſneſle, and holineſle of Chriftjimputed vnto-vs,and 
| that Iuſtification by him which came downe from 
heauen, which none know, bur thoſe which have it. 
Secondly, another reaſon,that he that did owercome,he 


| 


> 
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| world 2iue hima white tone: W hich phraſe of ſpeech is 
| (as in times paſt the Prophets vicd to take borrowed | 
ſpeeches from the cuſtome of the [ewes,in the Law,) | 
becauſe now the Church was communicated with | 
the Gentiles, the Goſpell being now ſpread among 
them. This cuſtome was eſpecially amonglt the Gre. | 
 cians; The manng of it was, that when any one was 
accuſed of ſome criminall matter,he was ſtraight-way 
put to his triall; if hee were found cleare, hee had a 
| white ſtone giuen him,if otherwiſe he was found guil- 
| ty, and was to be condemned, hee had giuen him a 


a fimilitude taken from the manner of the Genriles, | 


blacke ſtone, or ſome other colour : So that now in 
| CY that 


eo 
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| 4 that it 1s ſaid, that hee which owercommeth, ſhould baue 4 


-| alone: for it is not enough for the Church of God 


| euils, and to puniſh the offenders ſo farre as they 
may. | 
Perſe 22, Now therefore the Lord faith, that hee 


| {ſhould alſo be manifeſted vpon her Children; by | 


Iplate Explanation ofthe Tac. 


white ſtone giuen him, hee meaneth that hee ſhall haue 
| nothing laide co his charge,but (hall be freed from all 
ais linnes. | | 
Yerſe 18. Laſtly, hee commeth to the Church of 
 Thyatira, where he findeth many good things, which 
hecommendeth,as their love, (contrary tothe Church 
of Epheſus)and the fruits thereot;their ſeruiceableneſſe, 
cheir faith alſo, and their patiewce, and their workes,to 
baue beene more at the /af then at the firſt. 
| Perſe 20, Yet heehath ſomewhat againit- chem , to 
wit,that they ſuffered 1ez«bel (albeit they themlelues 
maintained her not ) whether one of that name, or 
ſuch a one as 1azabel was, it is vncertainey yet ſuch a 
one as calling her ſelfe a Propheteſſe, did ſeduce the 
people with her whordomes. and 1dotatries, and there- 
torehe chargeth the Church, becaule they did let her 


to doe well themſelues, and to refraine from thoſe 
that are euill-deers inthe ſame, bur if it lye in them, | 
the Church of God is to refraine others from thoſe 


wil execute indgement upon her,by caſting berinto a Bed, 
that is, laying a moſt prieuous and heavic affliction 
vpon her, and not onely vpon her, but vpon all chat 
| committed | fornication With her; that is, which were par- 
takers with her in her linnes of whoredome and iavia- 


rrie:; namely,thoſethat were her vpholders & main- 
| rainers. And not onely on thery, but this twdgement 


Chiidren, 
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Children, meaning etther her Schollers which learne 
of her, orher poſteritte, and then he faith he will kill, 
that is, cleane roote them out of the earth, And how- 
ſoeuer they would pretend great Aſteries and Rexe- 
| lations, as to be guided by the ſpirit of Prophecic, (as ! 
i rhe Anabapriits in our times alſo doe) and to haue 
| Revelations, yer ſeeing their manners and ations are 
' filthie, abhominable , and dereftable, therefore the 
| Lord will execute iudgement vpon them. And hee 
| will doe it vpon the tranſgrefſors themſelues, but as 
for the Church, albeit they bad thus ſuffered them, 
yet he would not puniſhthem after this ſort, but hee 
would hereby ( namely by the puniſhment infli&ed 
on the euii] doers) be content to call them torepen- 
tancefor that linne of theirs in ſuffering them. 

Ferſe 26. Laftly, he ſaith, co thoſe that onercome hee 
will giue authority : firft,to be Kings ouer the Gentiles, 
and to bcare rule ouer the wicked, and to ſubdue 
them, being ioyned with Chriſt in bis Kingdome. And 
ſecondly,he would makethem partakers of his glory, 
in making them Pricfts vnto God, which hee (ers 
| downe by the morning Starre,which Starre, it com- 
meth next to the Sunne, ſo it is next vnto it moſt | 
glorious, ſignifying that the righteous ſhould come 
| neare vnto Chriſt, and be euen toyned with him in 
his glory, at his glorious comming. 


| 


| 


v2 | 
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| Miniſters of his Church. This Church hee commen- 


- | indeed they were dead, Verle 1. that is, they ſeemed to 


{ Church of Epheſws,6 addeth another,to wit, that it is 
hee which hath alſo the ſeauen Spirits: wherby he noteth 
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Apoc. Cap. 3.1. | 
And write wvnte the Angell of the Church which is at| 
Sardis,Theſe things ſaith he that hath the ſeauen Spirits, 

of God, ani the ſeanen Starres, 1know thy workes: for | 
thou haſt a narse that thou liueſt, but thou art dead, toe. 


F the things that were already done, there re- 
maineth onely that which is contained in this 
Chapter, Where; firſt, he writerh co the fitt 
Church,to wit,the Churchof Sardg,where he gerteth 

authoritie by vfing the ſame title which he did to the 


the fulneſle,and exceeding meaſure of his ſpirir,& rhe} 
abundance of his power and grace, by the which hce 
doth alſo vphold and gouerne the Statres, that is,the| 


deth not ar all; as he did before commend the. other 
Churches; but rather beginneth with reprehenſion, 
ſaying, that they had a name that they were aline , but 


committed to his charge: And thereforeit is that Paw} 


haue thar,which in truth they had not. 

And firſt hee exhorterh the Angell of Sardis to| 
 lookevato himſelfe, in that he bids him 4wake,and be 
not ſecure and careleſſe ; and then to looke vato others 


Wa 


exhorteth Timothy to take heede vnto himlelfe;that fo; 
he being reformed himſelte, may be more fit to looke] 
to thoſe who are committed to him. For thoſe that} 
were committed to his charge, he biddeth the Angell 
co ſtrengthen thoſe things that. were ready to dye, 
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chat is, to recouer that which was almoit loſt, and 
| thac berime, left ir dye airogether; a note, thar as yet 
chey were not cleanedead, whereby he mollifierh che 
ſpeech which weat before : For he had ſaid before to 
the Angell of Sardg , that be was ſtarke dead , mea- 
ning, in regard of chat they would be, if they refor- 
med nor themſelues betime : After, hee willerh him 
to remember, that is, conlider diligently what gifts he 
had receiued, and that hee ſhauld vie them well : 
namely, thereby he {ſhould inftrut the Church, and 
that hee repent, for otherwiſe, hee will come againſt 
them (odainzly, as a thiete in the night, at vaawares, 


| {hou'd be molt fearefali: Yer (faith hee) 7 bane s few 


nt defiled their Garments, that is, which were found 
faichtull, and had not beene 1afe&ed nor defiled with 
thoſe linnes which raigned in that Church: foc whoſe 


would haue Sodome,it there had beene bat tennerigh- 
teous tound therein: And rheſe(faith he)/hallgoe with 
| me in white, and be cloathed in white array, that is, be 
couered wich his righceouſneſle, and be partakers of 
his honour; tor, white i 4 token of honour;and that they 
ſhall not haue their names pat out of the booke of life, chat 
is, ſhould be crowned with immortalitich 
| Laſtly, ro thuſe that owercome, which confeſled his 
name betore men, he promiſleth that hee would con- 
feſle their name before his Father, and before his ho- 
ly Angels; Where he giueth vsto vnderſtand what was 
the chiefe finneof that Church, co wir,thar they were 


when acihould be vnprepared;and lo his deſtruQion | 


names (4s AcFs.1. 15.) that is, a tew perſons, which had | 


ſake he yet ſpared them, and fauoured them as hee | 


Vers. 


afraideco make o full a coateHion of Chriſt before 
| | D men,, 


; 
[ 


Gene(1932- 


P—_—_ 


— Ro —_— — ” CY Jer 


— 


P , 
—C— ——————— tt. a— 
d , 


ver Next hee commeth to the Church of Philadelphias 
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| Propheticalloffice, whereby he teacherh his people 
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| men, as as they ſhould haue done: For, as it ſcemeth, 


they would proteil Chriſtianity indeed), yet ſo, as; 
that they wou! d not diſpleale any by it, nor incurre' 
any danger for the ſame: Therctore he promiſeth to' 
| him that ouvercommeth,that hee will conteſle him be-! 

fore God,in his Kingdome. 


| where he deſcribes himſelte by his offices : Firit, hee 
ſetterh downe himſelfe to be holy, alluding to the ho- 
lineſſe of the Prieſt-hood in the Law; vpon whoſe 
head was written, Holinefſeto the Lord: which was a 
Type and Figure of Chrilt, hee being holy himſelte, | 
yea, the holineſle of his Father : By this word, holy, is 
noted vnto vs the Prieſt-hood of Chrift, whereby we 
are made holy: He is called zrve, hauing: regard to his 


| the truth of bis will. 
Thirdly, inthat he is ſaid to haue the keyes of Danid, 
| and that he opencth, and no man ſhutteth,apd ſhutteth aud 


\ 
i 


239 man openeth ; it noteth vnto vs bis kingdomes, and 


vpon this title the reft of the Epiſtles runneth, which 
he proſecuteth, in that he had declared himſeife ro be 
| King indeed herein; namely, in that he faith hee had. 
ſer open a dore for his Golpell among them, ſo that | 
none [hould (hut it; ſignifying, that when God will 
bring the truth to light, and will have it to preuaile, 
none ſhall be ableto reſiſt ir: And (faith hee) albeit | 
they were weake, and had bur little ſtrength, yet they 
{hould-not be diſcouraged at it,or ar the greatnefſeor 
multitudeof their enemies, (which he vaderſtandeth | 
by the Sinagognes of Sathan) but ſecing they had yer | 


kept this dore of the word open, they ſhould therfore 
| | the! 
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therather hold ic open more conſtantly and coura- 
 gtouſly, and hee wovid helpe them the more by his 
| power, and- maintaine them therein : yea, hee ſaith 

 thatif chey will thus continue,he will open the doore 
of the Goſpell ſofarre, asthat he will make the moſt 
grievous enemies, waich called themſelues Jewes,chat 
i5, the Children of God and proteſſors of Chriſt, 
which yet were nor ſo,as tholethat toyned their Law 
; and the Goſpell, he would euen make them to come 
{and fail downeart the teere of the Minilters,and wors | 
{hip betore them. Not that hereis any thing where- | 
upon the Papilts can ground that men are to be wor- | 
| ſhipped; for hee doth nor ſay that they ſhould wor- 
[Gip the Azgell , but they thould worthip God at the 
4 | feete ofthe Mmiſter , to wit, as Schollers , to vnder-| 
ſtand achis mourhthe will of God : As Paslis ſaid to 


| inftruQted of him as his Scholler: And the Diſciples | 
| in the 4c7s are ſaid to ſtand at the feete of the Apo- | 
{tles, thatis, to attend to their doarine, and to learne | | 
| of them the will of God. Laſtly, hee promiſeth to | 
thoſe that ſtrive and overcome, that they ſhall belike | ve# 12. 
| Pullars in Gods Temple, to wit, notable Inſtruments | 
| in the Church of God; and namely , ſuch as thould | 
' both bemoft firme and {table,as that they (houid ne-. 
| uer be remoued from the profeſſion of the Goſpell; | 
and alſo ſuch as ſhould be beautifull ornaments in | 
| che houſe of God, as Pillars wrought with curious 
| workes vſed to be in great houſes; and eſpecially in 
the Temple of leruſalem; forit wasan vſuall thing to. 
graue their Pillars, for the beautifying of them, with 
games and other fine workes , and 6 hee | 
F433 D2 alluderh | 
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be brought vp at the feete of Gamalzel, that is, to be 485 223: 
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| halt betweene two Religions, ſwimming as it were. 
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alludeth to that ſamecaſtome,ſaith,thar he will praue 


Church of God, the vew Jeruſalem, the people newly | 
regenerate ; and thar hee would write pon them bis 

name, that is, make them to be partakers of his righ- 

teouſneſle and glory. 

In the laſt place he writes to the Church of LZaod:- 
dicea, where he alſo gives bimſelte titles as before, de- 
ſcribing himlſelfe by his offices; firſt,hee cals himſelte, 
Amen, namely, hein whom all the promiſes of God 
are, yea, and Amen that is, are fully accompliſhed : 
whereby he notes his Kingdome, becaulſe by it, hee 
bringeth to paſſe whatſoeuer hath beene ſaid before. 
His propheticall office,in that he is called the farhfall 
and irue Witneſſes namely, he which faithfully reftift- 
eth the truth to his people. 

His Prieſt-hoed , in that hee is ;he veginning of the 
Creatares of Ong the ſecond creation,which 


the worke of the God-head in faſhioning of all the 


be vnderſtood of his worke of redemption, as hee is 
Mediator. 1 

Thar which he reprehendeth in them is this,name- 
ly, that they are neither hot nor colde; thatis , they 
berweene two waters: andthis he ſetteth out robe a 
very deſperate caſe, and therefore ſaith hee, 7 would 


pon then the name of his father, that is, to be his Chil- | 
| dren: and the name of the City of God, that is, the 


is regeneration: And not(as itis in oneplace,Colo/.1.)f 


Creatures, as it is there meant; bur here it is rather to | 


\ 


for thine awne ſake thou wereſt. either hot or colde, for, 
becanſe- thou art neither, but onely luke-warme, it ſhall 


come to thee as wſeth to befall the luke-warme water. in a 
| TAPS. 
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| nothing at all, bur is alcogether poore and deſtitute ? 
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| meanes how they may doe it, namely,come (ſaith hee) 


mans ſtomacke which will not ab1de,but muſt be ſpued out, 
even ſo ſaith he, becauſe thou art neither hot nor colde, 
it will come to paſſe that 7 ſhall even [pne thee out of my 
woutb; that is, t (hall vtterly abandon thee out of my 
fauour,and caſt thee cieane from mee, ſo that I ſhall 
haue nothing to doe with thee any more. Then to 
declare vnto them the grienouſneſle of this finne of 
theirs, hee tellerh them the cauſe of that their luke- 
warmeneſſe in religion, to wit, becauſe ſaith hee, thos 
ſateſt thou art rich, that is, thou thinkeft thy ſelfe to be 
perfect and in good eftate, but indeed thow art poore, 


naked, deſtitute of all grace and haſt nothing at all; | 


yea ,. thou art blinde, and canſt not ſce thy want, 
and therefore thou art ſo much the more mile- 
rable, and thy caſe more dangerous and. deſperate. 
Andrherefore faith he, 74dvi/c thee to looke to thy ſelfe 
quickly, and to adareſſe thy wants And he telleth the 


and buy of mee gold, (ye. But may ſome ſay, how can 
the Church buy any thing of Chriſt,ſceing ſhe hath 


The Prophet Eſay anſwereth, come and bay, but he ad- 
deth for nothing. And therefore our Sauiour ſaith here, 
come and buy of me gold,that is,onely if thou wilt,come 
and enrichthy ſelte with theriches of my graces,come 
and buy white apparell, that is, cloath thee with my 
Righteouſneſſe,. and ſo couer thy ſhame, and ger a. 
Colliriam, an Ointment to annoint thy blinde eyes, 
that thou maiſt ſee better, and know more perte&ly | 
what a grieuous caſe thou art in,and whata fault thou 
haſt committed, Like vnto this Church is the eſtate 
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of many that profeſſe the Goſpell among vs, who 
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+ Throze , and they ſhould raigne with his Father in 


| thinkethey arc well; and thatthey have great know- 


F plaine Explanation of tke Apo, 
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ledge, whereas indeed they haue nothing at all, as 
their lives doc teſtifie, 

Laſtly, that they ſhould not take in cuill part this 
his ſharpe reprchenfion, he ſaith, zs many as hee loweth 
he rebaketh and chaſteneth; and therefore they {hould 
take his reproofe in good part, and be brought to re- | 
pentance by it; forit was a manifeſt token ot his love | 
and fatherly kindneſle towards them, it they would 
profit by it. And he bids them alſo be zealous ; where 
he noteth another cauſeof their former finne to be 
want of Zeale, which he witheth them ro reforme. And! . 
he ſaith, though he be a King, yea,the King of Kings; yt 
| he (tandeth ar the doore and knocketh, that is,calleth 
chem to repentance, and promiſeth,if rHey will let 


; the comfort that friends have one of another, when 


him in, that is, turne from their {inne, and yeeld to | 
| his will, he will come vnto them and Sup with them; | 
| ignifying, what exceeding ioy and comfort they | 
| ſhould receiueby him; yea, they ſhould be made par- | 


takers of the ioyes of heauen : where he alludeth to 


they meete rogether at their Dinners, Suppers, and 
Feaſts; which thing it it be comfortable to men,much 
more comfort ſhali it minifter vnto vs,to be partakers 
of the company of Chrift Ieſus himlelte,in his heauen- 
ly banquer. A ſecond benefit he noteth,in that thoſe 
thar doe thus receive him, and euvercome, hall not 
; onely recejue comfort , but glory alſo and honour in | 
| ks Kingdome, and that hee will ſet them vpon his 


| his Kingdome. 


Apoc, 
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. 


| Cap. 4. whole Reuelation of S*.Tohn, 


Apoc. Cap. 41. 
After this 1 looked, and behold, a doore was open in hea- 


1 will ſhew thee things which muſt be done hereafier C56. 


* T Itherto wee hauc heard of the firftpart of the 
Renelatiow, concerning the things that were 
then done: Now it remaineth to ſpeake of the 

{rhings to come, which is giuen vsto vnderſtand in the 


thee thinzs which muſi be done hereafter. And firſt, 
here are ſet forth thole things, generally, which are 
afterwards to come vnto the whole world, and this 
| is from this Chapter , to the beginning of the tenth 
| Chapter : Afterwards , the things that betfall par- 
| ticularly to the Ghurch of God,, from the tenth 


| Chapter to the end of the. Booke :, Accarding as Da- 


| viel in his Prophecie did firſt manifeſt vnto the | 
| Church the chings which ſhould betall vato che Mos- | 
| narchs, and thers vnto the - Qhurch it ſeite alſo,: The | / 


| which indgements it pleaſeth the Lord to reueale vn- 

t© his Church, becauſe they, being in the world, 

| though they be not of the world, as-our Sauiour 

Chriſt ſpeaketh are yet intereſſed in thoſe outward trow- 

bles which come pon the world . Firlt, then it is ſaid 

there was 4 dere open inheauen: Which teacheth vs,that 
vnteſſe God open. a doore vnto. vs.,a)l things arc hid 
in his Counſell, and thur vp, ſogthat none can ſee 
into them,andeſpecialiy thoſe things which concerne 
the ſaluation of Man. | 


en,aud the firſt veyce which I heard,was as it were of | 
a Trumpet talking with me, ſaying,Come vp hither, and 


beginning of this Chapter, in that icis ſaid, 7 will ſhew | 


Againe, | 
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Againe, it is ſaid, he heard aysther voice like a Tram- 
pet, which was to waken him better; for , albeir hee 
was wakened before,yet he was not ſufficiently wake- 
ned and ftirred vp to behold the things afterward to 
be delivered . The like wee ſee in Daxiel and Ezgchiel;, 
to (hew that we had need of new calling on,and new 
| artention, of new ſtirring vp and preparation when- 
ſocuer wee are to learne any new thing ont of the| 
word of God, euen as hn had anew preparation, be- 
caule of this new matter to be reuealed; for new 
things require new atrention. After hee was bidden | 
to come wp : Which teacheth vs, that vnleſſe wee be 
lifred vp above our ſelues, by Gods power,to the be- 
holding of heauenly things, and ot thoſe things cipe- 
cially which belong to our ſaluation, we can haue no 
power to vnderſtand them. And whereas hee is here 
bidden to come wp, and not before in the orher place; 
it ſhewcth vs chat the matters following, which were 
afterwards to come to paſſe, are more difhculr, and 
haue the more need with greater diligence to be ob- 
ſerued, and thar weare with more care to labour for 
| the vnderſtanding of them, then of thoſe things that 

were before. | 
y-- And whereas he is ſaid to be rawiſbed is the ſpirit, it| 

meaneth, that he was as it were cait aſleepe, and in a} 
trance, and his ſenſes being with-held from all man- 
ner of obie&ts which might binder him, having for a 
time ſer aſide all worldly things and copgitations, to! 
the end all the powers of his ſoule might be lifted vp, 
and be moreintent, and that ſo hee might hearken 
more diligently cothoſe things that were ready to be} 
told him. | = 


FI I—_—T 
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|Cap-4. whole R:welation of S'. lohn. 
W hich teacheth vs, when wee goe about holy and 
heauenly matters, weemuſt be as it were in a new 
world,and we muſt ſeparate our ſeluesfrom all world» 
ly things,and worldly cogitations, though otherwiſe 
at other times Iawfull ; and addi&t and addreſle our 
ſelues wholly to thoſe holy things of our God. 
Then he commeth to the viſion ir ſelfe. Where firſt 
is ſer down the preparation and preface of that which 


ter. 
In the preface is deſcribed and ſee forth vato vs the 
perſon of God the Bather, and that diuerſly : firſt, 
by a Throne,and one fitting thereon ; comparing him in 
likeneſe to a 7aſper and Sardy S1onc, that is, very glo- 
rious to behold, and of moſt exceeding valour; not 
deſcribing him by any forme or portrai&ture, but by 
rhe glory which thoſe moſt precious Tewels that can 
be,doe repreſent. This gloryisdeclared by the refleQi- 
on,which was fo preat,that it madeall that was round 
about the Throne to be like 4 Rainbow,that is, glorious 


ſeth thoſe notable colours which wee ſee in the Rain- 
bow, ſothe glory of God makethall roundabout him 
| olorious. | £4 | 
| After heis deſcribed by his Affiftants, to wit, foure 
| 18d twentie Elders, thatis,the Church of God;the ehiefe 
whereof are in the Scripture , twelue Patriarches in 
the old Teſtament, and the rwelue Apoſtles in the 
| New, vnder which number all the reft are compre- 


 hended. 
| Theſe are ſaid rs have white Robes and Crownes, and 


is to come,contained inthis, and in the next Chap- 


axd excellem; : for as the brightneſle of rhe Sunne cau-| 


Mate 


Vey:2 


Ver.4 


V.4 


2 to ſit open Thrones, in foxme of Kings for allthele are 
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hings belonging properly vnto Princes; ſignifying, 
thar:in:Chritt we are all Kings, being made partakers 
of his Kingdome. 

Afterward, Godis deſcribed by the effets which 
procceded from the Throxe, to wit,thunders and light- 
nings, and voices,and their immediate cauſe; in that 
they came from the ſeauen Lamps , which are the ſeauen 
ſpirits of God, namely, the holy Ghoſt , whereby God 
doth all things that he doth. This teacheth,that ſee- 
ing the thunders, lightenings, &c. come from the 
Throne of God, that therefore. nothing can come by 
chance or forrune,as men vainely ſuppoſe, but onely 
by the dire&ion and counſell of God, and from bim 
who is the Ruler and Dilpoſer of all things in rhe 
world. 

By hehinings, thunders , and woices, , remerh to be 
meant the iudgements and anger of God, to be exe- 
cuted on the wicked, which doe follow in' the next | 
Chapters, vis. 5. 6. 7-8. 9. for it is not vameer that 
in theſe the iudgements thould be ſet forth , ſeeing 
they are the fearcfuil workes of God. 

And here God the Father 1s deſcribed to be a Indee, | 
and to fit like a [udge, as being 1nage of all the world as 
heis called, Gey. 18.25. Then heis deſcribed by foure 
Beaſts in the middes of the Throne, and round about, to . 
wit, the chiefe Angels of God, wayting for to execute 
Gods will at all times : And as Sargeants attend on. | 
their ludge, ſo are they,being alwaics ready to receiue | 
|any commandement he enioyneth them. So alſo our 

Saviour Chriſt in 10h, is ſaid co waite ſtill on the will of | 
hy Father; namely, as he is Mediator. In that theſe 
are ſaid to beywvre, it is not to be thought that there 

were | 
\ 


{ 


_— —— 
— 


- /nifying their providence and finguiar direftion they 
| goe withall. : 339 3-7 T9 Ins | 
"| Then they are ſeuerally deſcribed; the firſt 6f them 


ec, 


Cap.4. whole Renelation of S*. loin. 


| were no more in number, but hee vaderſtangeth by 
| foure, a competent and ſufficient namber,able to cx- 
ecuceany thing which God wili have fulfilled in all 
the world, in the Eaſt, Weſt, South,and North. | 
| Theſe Beaſts are alſo deſcribed to be full of eyes, fig- 


is like a Zyon, declaring their courage; the ſecond,like 
an Oxe,fignifying their ftrewgth;the third, like a 274”, 
noting their wifedome; ''the fourth, like an Eagle, 
(hewing their ſwiftnefſe and ſpeedinefle in doing | 
Gods will. Their fixe wings expreſſcth their readinefle 
togoetoall places : their wings full of eyes, ſhew that 
they goe not atall aduenturese 
Theſe were about the Throne. 
| Vaderit was a Sea of Chriſtall, whereby ſeemeth to 
be meant the earthly creatures , and all things in this 
preſent world, compared to a Sea, becauſe of the vn- 
conſtancie of them, likened to Chriftali,' becauſe God 
ſeeth clearely into them, and through them ; tor as 
one may ſee ealily into Glaſſe, and Chriftall, ſo theſe 
are evidently ſeene and diſcerned of God, as being | 


] 


V.6. 


V-7 


continually in his fight and preſence, hauing beene 
made by him, and being gouerned by him. Atcer,the 


night, for all his Power, Glory, and Mateſtie, and eſpe-| 
cially as it ſeemerh, for thoſe thunders; that is, for 
thoſe judgements to bee executed on; the'world, ac- 
knowledging that they were juſt and right. Andalbe- 
it they were ſealed vp as appeareth in the next Chap- | 


ter, yet by theſe thunder-claps of Gods anger, they 
zh E 2 
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could | 


| foure Beafts are ſaid to fall downe and praiſe him day and | 
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Ver.9-16- 


| could vnderſtand that there were indzements to 


come. The likeis in Eſay, the fixth Chapter , where 
the Angels alſo glorifie God for his indgements , And al- 
beit it may ſeeme to man ts be a very hard and grie- 
uous thing, that God ſhould harden the hears of the 
people , to the end hee may more. fully expreſlc his | 
iudgements on them, yet neuertheleſſe the Angels 
ceale not to magnifie him for the ſame : and lo they 

doe her in this place. Be 


(he Lo of God,do allo ioyn with the Angelsto praiſe | 


| wer doth belong; and therefore they tkemſeclues fall 


And not onely they,but the Elders & the Chnrch aud 


the Lord, as for all other his works in his Creatures, 
ſo alſofor his indgements;& they doe pronounce that | 
God is worthy to haze glory in his iudgements, as vn- 
to whom alone all fulnefle of Hononr, Glory, and Po- 


dowe, and caſe their Crownes before bim,acknowledg- | 
ing thereby, thar all their glory is due vnto the Lord, 

and is his, as hauing received it by him alone, and | 
that they themſelues are altogether vnworthy of any | 
{\uch dignity. | 


DE. | 
2 Apoc. Cap. 5.1 \ | 
And 1 ſaw in the right hand of bim that (ate wpon the 
Throne, a Booke written within, and on the backſide, - 
' ſealed with ſeauen Seales, (ve. Q | 


EN the former Chapter is ſet forth the perſoy of 
. | God the Father in his Maieſty,. as principall, from | 
whom all things come. Here in this Chapter is ſet j\ 


downe God the Senne,the ſecond Perſon,whois Medis | 
ator and meane betweene God and man,of themani- 
feſtarion. 
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| 


| all men and Angels, lo that nonecould attaine to the | 


| — 


| ſell ? In the Goſpell of Saint 7ohn, Chriſt anſwereth, 


Cap. 5. whole Renelation of Se, Tohn. 


feltation of theſe iudgements to follow: Which teach- 
 eth vs, that through Chrifts interceſfion alone , all 
good knowledge commeth to'Gods children. Firſt, 
in thar Job» (aith,he ſaw 4 Booke in the right hand of him 
that ſate on the Throne, that is, of God the Father; by his 
right hand is meant his Strength, Power, and Force, 
whereby he ſo kcepeth it, that no power whatſocuer 
| Caſt winne it, or wreſt it out of his hand, nor can be 
| partaker of it, vnlefle hee himſelfe will give it. This 
j Booke & written within and without, fignifying, that 
the multitude of the plagues. which were to come on 
the world, were ſo many, that the Booke could not 
containe them : The ſubie of theſe plagues, vpon 
whom they ſhould be executed, is the world, accor- 


on the Gentiles, = 
In that i« & ſealed, it noteth that it is ſeparate from 


knowledge of ic, bur God himſelfe. According to that 


cellor? that is, who hath beene partaker of Gods coun- | 
The Sonne hath rewealed u,which came out of the boſome of 
by Father. | 

After ,. hce hearcth the voice of a ſtrong Angell, N-2 
which ſaith,}/hs can open the Booke? Who is worthy to do- 
#? Which ſheweth,that the Angels themſelues ftoope | 
to looke into theſe iudgements,that is,hauean earneſt! 


- , ( 


| defireto behold the. things of-che Church , and the 


miſteries of God concerning the ſame,.as the. Apoſtle-| ' 
' Peter (aith, 


In that there was none found that could open the Booke, |V3 
. = no 


ding as the P/almiff ſpeaketh, Lord poure ont thy wrath P ſa 79. 6. 


which the: Apoltle ſpeaketh;. who hath beene bis Conn- | Rom.1, 34, 


= 
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| {nonot ſo much as looke vpon it. It ſhewerh thatnone | 
can have {o much as the leaſt meaſure of knowledge | 
thereot, Then 1ohp wept, for that none was found wor- 
thy: It teacheth vs, that when wee ſee our ignorance 
of thoſe things which concerne vs, wee are to weepe 
and be grieued ar the ſame, eſpecially in thoſe things 
which concerne our ſaluation. 

Afﬀer, it is ſaid, oze of the Elders comforted him,bid- 
ding him not ro weepe, for the Lyon of the Tribe of 1u- 
dah had performed this, to called, by reaſon of his cou- | 
rape, through which hee had ouercome all lers, which 
might hinder the reading of it, namely /inne, and this 
he had taken away by his death, and ſo had obtained 
this fauour at Gods band for vs. | 

The root of David : Thar is, the cauſe and creator of 
Dazid, and the begetter of his faith, in regard of his 
| God=head, as in other places hee is called the ſeed of 
| Darid,in regard of his man-hood, which proceeded of 
the linage df Daxrd. 

After,he is repreſentedin another forme,thar isto ſay, 
Ver-9| of a Lambthat had been ſlain,asit ſeemeth bloudy, which 
appeared inthe midft ofthe Throne; And heis ſaid ts 
haue ſeauen horns,grſeanen eyes,which are the ſeauen ſpi- 
rits,that is,the holy Ghoſt, which is his ſpirit, proceeding 
from him:By his exes,meaning his infinite knowledge, 
| wherby he ſeeth into all things; By his ſeazen hornes is 
| ſignified his infinite power. And he commeth to his 
| Father, 8 taketh the Booke of his Father (to open it,and 
| to vnlooſe the ſeales) who would giue it to none elle. 
_V-1.12 Then followes theeffeR of this bis taking the Booke, 
to wit, 4 Song of thankeſetning : Firſt of the chiete and 


 principall Angels, who ſay, that the Lambe onely is 
worthy | 


s— 


ao ria” <4” 
he 2s arent ar A 


| Creatures: As they began the Chapter, ſo they as it 


|  ſeales, and 1 heard one of the foure beaſts ſay as it were 


H 


| Cap.6 . Twhole Rewelation of SF. Tohn, 


worthy to receige this honour, as to baue the Booke, and to 
open it. And as the foure Beaſts,being principall of the 
Angels, and the Archangels, begin,ſo alſo the Elders, 
which were theprincipall of the Church, doe ioyne 
with them in prayling Chriſt; And after,as the chiefe 


| ofthe Angels,and of the Saints, begin, ſo chereft of 


| the Angels follow, euen thouſand thouſands, wiz. all 
' the other Angels. 
Andin their Song,they praiſe the ZLambe, attribu- 
ting to him all Power and Riches, and Wiſedome, 
and Srrexgth, which are cauſes; and then the effetts 
thereof, Honour , and Glory, and Praj/e,chat all theſe 
belong vnto him. Then followeth the praiſe and 
thankeſpiuing of the reſt of the Church,and of all the 
Creatures, which praiſe, firſt, God the Father for 
vouchſafing to giue the Book vnto his Son,& ſecond- 
ly,God the Sonnefor obraining it at his fathers hands: 
| Laſtly, the chiete Angels, the foure and twenty El- 


giving of the inferiour Angels, and of the reſt of the 


were make an end, andanſwere tothe reſt in praylſes, 
ſhewing vsthat they neuer ceaſe corginually to ſound 
forth the praiſes of God, 


| Apoc. Cap. 6.1 
Afier, 1beheld when the Lembe had opened ane of the 


| 


the noyſe of thunder, Come and ce. 


Auing heard before in theformer Chapters of 
the preparation, ro the declaring of the things 
to come, he now ſpeaketh of the things them- 


V-12-13 


ders,are brought in, ſaying {men to the thankel- | 


ſelues 
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| ſelues that were to follow ; and he ſpeaketh of them, 
as of great Miſteries. 
And firſt, it ſeemeth in this Chapter is ſhewed to 
the Apoſtle, rather a warning, what things are to be- 
fall, then any declaration ot rhe befaliing of thoſe 
 Tudgements;as theexecution of the things themſelues 
| . . - 

ſer downe in the eight and ainth Chapters doe ma- 
nifeſtly declare : And alloit appeareth,becauſe in the 
ſeauenth Chapter, (as ir is tamiliar with the Scrip- 
ture) before the things doe come, he theweth matter 
of comfort to the Children of God,to prepare. arme 
them againſt thoſe iudgements to be executed. 

So here in this Chapter is contained 'a denuncia- 
tion of the iudgements to come to paſſe on the wic-| 
ked, vnleſle there were ſpeedy repentance; as in the 
next Chapter, a conſolation,ts arme and ſtrengthen the 
godly, in that they ſhould not be touched nor hurt 
with theſe iudgements. And then laſt of all followeth 
in the eightand niath Chapters,the declaration of che 
very execution of the iudgements themſelues.In that} 
he ſaith, be heard one of the fonre Beaſts ſpeakiug to him 
as it were with the noiſe of a thunder, it ſheweth, that 
though it were in, the ſame vion, yer hee is faine to! 
be raiſed vp by this mighty voice of.the Angell ; {o 
that one ſtirring vp was not ſufficient, Which teach- 
[eth vs,that in the ſame Sermon we are often to be rai- | 
ſed vp,ifnot by the Azgell,chat is,by the 24nifer,yet 
by our ſelues: We are as it were to renew our attentt- 
on to receiue inſtruction, reproofe,correAion, or any 
other thing which the Lord would have ys to know. 
| Come and fee : thatis, attend diligently and care» 

fully,wich greater attention : Not onely a 
ml. 


"—_— — — 


—_— 


——_— 


euent,vnleſſe they repented ſpeedily. The Bow which 


one nation with anarher, or of nations within them- 


1 


th. _ 


Cap-6. whole Reuelation of S'. lohn, | 


iy and profitably, 


hor ſe,aud 4 man fitting thereon: In that heis laid ts fat 
on 4 white horſe,and to haue a Crowne given him, it n0- 
teth victory : By the Mapis vaderftood,che Miniſters | 
of the Sonne of God, Chris 1e/us, ſent forth to de- 
clare the iudgements of God to: come vpon the wick- 
ed for the negle&tof the word. 1}. 
And-whereas it is (aid'for widFory, it fignifyeth that 
the indgements which they threatned, thould haue 


— 


he hath, fignifieth the eaſineilc of the vikory, zo-wit, 


noting that the Lord wil ouercome a farre off,becaule | 


withontany labour; euen ſo would the Lord doe in 
the execution of his iudgements. 


a red Horſe, which together with the ſword that was 
tuen himthat ſatthereon,ſignifieth the great bloud- 
ed that ſhould come on the world by fighting of 


ſelues, as oft times it commeth to paſle. 


reth a black Horſe,which noteth great famine to come 
vpon the earth, becauſe that famine vieth to make 
men looke blacke, as the holy Ghoſt interpreteth, 
and declarerh it afterward;namely, when he faith that 
the man chat ſat on chat Horſe hea Bailances in hs 


him to continuance, bur alſo co heare more fruittul- 


Aiter that the ferſt Seale is opened by the Lambe +. 
| Chriſt , the Apoſtle Saint 7obs laith , he ſaw a white 


V-2 


men with a Bow vſe to ftrikea farre off their enemies | 


band, noting, that they ſhould nor eate and drinke as 


and 


| much as they liſted, but they ſhould bave their meate 
| F 


—_ 


In the opening of the ſecond Seale, there appeareth fyers-3 


Then the third Sealeis opened, whereupon appea-[vers. x: 


—_— 


—— 
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 8| where there comes 4 pale Horſe, noting Death, which | 


A plaine Explanation of the we.) 
and drinke giuen by meaſure, as itcommeth to paſle 
in thetime of dearth. 

4A meaſure of Wheate . The word vſcd in the origi- 
{nall, fignifierh ſucha meaſure as containeth the eight 
part of a Strike of Corne;the prices ſaid here, ſhould 
bea penny, fo wit,of Romane money,being between | 
foure and five pence with'vs , which then was the 
ſtipend of a dayes labour ;- ſignifying, that a man 
(Hould be conſtrained to beftow that in bread alone, 
which ſhould ferue him and his houſhold -both for | 
bread,andall other kinde of fuſtenanceznoting there: 
by the pricuouſneſle of the dearth. 

| Whereas it is ſaid,that they ſhowld wot hurt the Wine, 

[or Oyle : Ic lignificth that it ſhould be as deare as the 
bread ſhould be; and therefore hee counſelleth them 
to take heede that they vic it not il}; either by miſpen- | 
ding it waſtfully ; or elſe ſelling it ouer-deare; and 
therfore would not have themto ſet too great a price 
of it, thereby to oppreſle the poore buyers, but thar 
they ſhould ſell as they might,notingtherby a dearth 
of all other things as well as of bread. 

After, is ſet forth the opening of the fourth Seale, 


|is he that fits vpon him, and this ſhall befall to the 
wicked : And Hell is ſaid to follow him'( not Parga- 
tory as the Papiſts dreame ) fignifying that Hell ac- 
companieth the death of the wicked,zs wit,thole that | 
dilobey Gods commandements. And this death com- 
meth not onely by the meanes of famine alone , and 
the ſword alone, as in che former Seales bath appea- 
red, but by them ioyned together, and other mcanes 
ioyned with them, as namely, the euill Beaſts, Which 
_teacheth 
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Ezechiel) that when particular afflictions profit vs 
nothing at all, and when by particular iudgements 
we cannot be brought to repentance; then the Lord 
mult needs ſend manifold judgements; yea, hee will 
toyne them all together (as in that place of Ezechiel) 
and he will adde more vnto them, as here he addeth 
the wilde beafts vato the famine and ſword. 
Afterward followeth he fift Seale,where there is no 
mention of any voice calling vato him to ftirre him 
VP as before, for no deubt the Apoſtle was well pre- 
pared to heare whatſocuer. And here it ſeemeth, the 
Apoſtle rendreth a reaſon of the judgements to come, | 
namely, that it was by reaſon of the cry of the ſoules 
of the Saints which were ſlaine for the truth, on the 


FIR 


”” 


hollow of the Altar, which Heb. 13:"is interpreted to 
be Chriſt, and therefore they arein the cuſtody of Chriſt . 

Theſe Sonles cry for vengeance, laying, How long 
Lord, holy and tree? (4c, Which teacheth vs what is 
the exerciſe of the ſoules departed, being ſlaine for 
thetruth, £ wit, they cry for vengeance ahd indge- 
ment, not that they doe it for deſire of reuenge tor 


reacheth vs (as we may alſo ſee in the fourteenth of | 


face of the earth : And theſe hee ſaith are vnder the | 
Heb.13.10. 


Ezech, 14. T Jo 


I5.17-19.21s | | 


Ver. 9. 


Vers-10. 


their owne deaths, nor hauing any regard to them- 
ſelues, and the injuries they have receiued,as our cor- 
rupt nature, being vnregenerate, vſeth : Bur as their 
owne words declare, it is for rhe glory of God;zwhich | 
appeareth in that they call him Zord, which is, as if | 
they {hould fay, as thou art Lord over al}, fo ſhew 
thy ſelfe to be, and be not Lorded by them), but ma- 
nifeſt thy ſelfe to haue power ouer all , and (ſhew thy 
ſelfe one that will repay their rebellion againſt'thee. 

= 


| 
| 


in | 


| — 
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= plaine Explanation of the 


In that they lay, holy awd trae : they delire that here” | 
in he will expreſſc himſelfe ro be holy andtrue in do» 
ing that which is right concerning reuenge againſt 
the wicked, as hauing promiſed reuenge. 

In that they ſay bow lang ! This they doe Inregard 
of the care, not onely of themſclues , but that they | 
haue of theoppreſſed children of God on earth. Not 
that there is any ſuch care that hindreth their felicity, 
| but onely a deſire of the helpe and deliuerance of 
thoſeon carth, as allo of the conſummation of their | 
felicity. This doth not confirme that opinion of the 
Papiſts, that the Saints in heaven doe know the parti» 
eular eſtate of men on the earth; but this onely they |. 
haveremaining of that generall knowledge ofthe will 
of God which they had euen betore their diſſolution, 
'which they looſe not thereby, yet they ſec no further 
into mens ations; then. by that kriowledge they did | 
before. : [ 

Now theſe are bidden 70 fay till cheir fellow ſernants 
ſoonld be accompliſhed, that is, till.the number of the 
Ele& betfulfilled and accomplithed, and then ſhould 
their glory be perfeRed. 

Laftly,'it is ſpoken of the ſixt Seale: therein are con-- 
tained terrible things of Earth-quakes , the rowling of 
| the heaxens,, the” falling of the” Starres like Figs from 
the Fig-trees when. they are full ripe , the Sunne dar- 
kened, (9c. 

This ſheweth. the execution of the vengeance of 
God on the wicked at. the prayers of- the Saints de-- 
-parted.. So that-wee ſee that the children of God did 
; nor take itas a fuil execution of indgement, vntill the 
laſt day,whenthe Sunne ſhould thus be changed,&c. 

by -.- And: 


— DD —  ———— —— — 


IT nOes Ss OE Bane, . 
L 


PORT -oe +0 
ont? OE IP ETOP 


| Cap-7. whole Renelation of S.lohn. 


And then by reaſon of the wrath of the Zambe, the 
wicked ſhould be glad to hide them(ſelues from the 
light of God and the Zambe, and deſire the moun- 
taines to fall vpon them : where the Lord teacheth 
vs, that at the cry of the Children of God,all this ſhould be 
execated on the withed. 


Apoc. Cap. 7.1. 

| And after that, T ſaw foure Angels ſtand on the foure cor- 
ners of the earth, holding the fanre windes of the earth, 
that the windes ſhonld nos blow on the earth, neither on 
the Sea, neither on any tree, (5c. 


Ertweenethe declarationand manner of the execa- 

tion' of the indgements to come on the world, 

as a ſnare to betrap them, here is this ſtory inter- 
laced, containing the argument of the mercies of Gad 
in ſauing the Godly, as before in the former Chapter 
were ſet downe the arguments of his iudgement and 
jaſtice on the wicked. 

Firft, 10h ſaith that he ſaw four? Angels holding the 
foure windes. They are named foure, in regard of the 
foure windes that they hane in chargeto keepe;yer ſo 
to- be meant as before of the foure Beaſts, to wit, a 
competent number for that worke. 

And thefe Angels haning receined their charge, 
vt themſelves in array , for execution of that they 


yerthe Angels appointed to that end, have them in 


their hand and power to withdraw them from doing 


| 


i 


had in hand : And they are faid is have the windes in | 
their hand; that is, in their power and governement. | 
So that albeit the windes be avery ſubtiie Creature, | 


| 


Ver. \1- 
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' Any hurt, to reſtraine them from blowing on the 
earth.on men, or on the trees themſelves, fignifying, 
char there ſhould not be the leaft winde at all, no not 
| ſo much as would ſhakea little ſprigge of a Tree, 
which of all things will ſooneſt be moued by the 
windes: Which noteth vnto vs, what a great ſtroke 
and authority the Angels have ouer the vnfter- 
creatures. Then there was another Angell , to wit, of 
another manner, namely, not created, but hee which ' 
was the Angell of the couenant, being another in re- 

gard of his natures, both of his man-hood, as alſo of 
his God-head. 

And whereas he is ſaid to come from the riſing of 
the Sunme,the moſt probable interpretations ſeemeto | 
be theſe; that either the returning againe of the Lord 
toward the SanRuary, from whence hee was flitted 
| Ezech, 11.23. | for the {insof the people (as appeareth in Exechiel;) | 
Orelſe here is alſo ſet forth the declaration of his Ma- 
zeftie, that albeit the ſame be a moſt glorious crea- 
rure, yet Chriſt comming from it could nor be fha- 
dowed, or his glory any whit diminiſhed by the 
brightneſle of the Sunne. 

Apaine, in that bee hath the Sealt to feale the Elec?, 
it ſetterh downe his office, that hee onely,as he alone, 
knoweth theheart, and who are ele&ed, and none 
| elſe, neither man nor Angell; ſohe alone Sealeth and 
_ | Marketh the children of Godto his Kingdome. 
| . And further, the Angels ofiudgement are comman- 
ded not toexeonte indgement pon any,untillthe Children 
of Goa were Sealed, (the like wee have in Fzecoiel 9, 
having as it ſeemeth, relation to the deſiverance out 


| of Egypt, where it was commanded that there ſhould 
be 


—_ -S 
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Iſrael, which when the Angel] that was to ftrike the 
firſt borne of the Egyprians ſhould ſee, he ſhould paſſe 
by, and not ſmitethem : euen fo here the Children | 
of Godare marked, that when the Angels ſhould goe 
forth to execute iudgement, they ſhould ſee and eui- 
dently diſcerne the marke on them, as evidently as if 
it were on their Foreheads, whereby they thould be | 
warned to take heed that they did notannoy them 
_ the judgements which wereto be laide vpon the 
earth. 


that they might be deliuered from this deſtruQion to 
come ypon the earth: And theſe are either 7ewes or 
Gemtiles. And firſt of the 7ewes,the number is ſet down 
tO be 4 hundred and foure and forty theuſaud. The Gen- 
ttesare ſaid to be without number. | 
| Which giveth vs to vnderftand, that albeit this be 
not the perfeA and full number of the ewes which 
wereto beſaued, yet that their number was ſuch, as 
that it might be attained vnto, and numbred by men. 
But the Gentiles, howſocver with God their number 
was well enough knowne, yet they are ſaid to be fo 
many, as that they could not be numbred by men. 
According as God promiſed Abraham touching his 


| and as the ſands of the Sea in multitude. © 

. In the particular numbring,the Tribe of 1u4z is ſet 

firſt, becauſe of him,Chrit the promiſed Meſſiah came. 
Secondly, we obſerue that the Tribe of 'Dan is here 

left out (not as the Papiſts dreame, becauſe that An- 
tichriſt ſhould. come from thence,) butir is partly 


be a marke ſet on the Doore- poſts of the Children of | 


Afﬀeer, it is ſet forth, who are thus Sealed aud Marked, ver. 4. F- 


ſeede, that they ſhould be as many as the fayres of heauen, |Gen15-$2'7 


| becauſe 


es 
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| becauſe it is not-an vſuall cuſtome of the Scriptures 


| itnoteth the royalleftate they ſhall bein, in the king- 


in the numbring of the Tribes, to fet downe twelue 


Tribes only as a fit number: Buta greater reaſon ſee. | 


meth to be,becauſe(as it is in the Booke of the 1ndges) 
the Dartes did withdraw themſelues from the feruice 


of God, and from theother Tribes,and ioyned them-! 


ſelues with the Gemtiles, which 1acob alſo maketh men- 
tion of in his Prophecie; And therefore in the Chro- 
wicles there is no mention made of Day, but hee is lefc 
out, as onethat diſabled himſelfe of that fauour to 
be accounted in the number of the Church of God. 
Here, hauing ſpoken of the 7ewes,which could be 
numbred, and of the Gentiles that they were without 
number; he commeth to the execution oftheir war- 
king, whereby they ſhould be kepr from the iudge- 


ments to be laid onthe earth, and thar ſo they might| 


be reſerued vnto the Kingdome of God, 

They are firſt deſcribed, to land before the Throne 
of God, that is, in his fight, there to miniſter vnto the 
Lord, and to execute his will in his ſervice ; and it is 
the cuſtome ofthe Scriptures ſo to ſpeake: and there- 
fore the Minifters ofthe word are ſaid to tand before 
the fight of God,that is, to miniſter vato God; ſo al- 


ſo Daxiel is ſaid to ftand beforethe King , that is , to 


miniſter vato him. 
In chat they are ſaid to have vpon them white robes, 


dome of God. IE | 

The Palmes'in their hands, {ignifie their viftory 0+ 
uer all their troubles , and ouer all their enemies and 
Perſecntors. | M 


| Apoc. 
we] 


= 


After all this is ſet downe a thankeſgining, which. 


they! 


tn 
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they giue vnto God, whereby the Saints acknow- 
ledge that ſaluation belongeth onely vato God in 
deltucringthem from wicked men,and from all their 
 miſeries ; wherein they canfeile that inthemſelues 


bur that it was the onely goodewill and favour, and 
mercy of God, whereby hee had choſen them, and 
vouchſated them this honour. 

Tothis the Angels anſwere, and ſay Amen, ſigni- 
fying alſo their conſent thereunto , that ir is truely 
performed : and they themſelues reply with another 
ſong vato God for the deliueranceof his people,and 
they further giue all Praiſe, Glory, Wiſedome, Honour, 
Thankes vnto God, which are effe&s of his power. 
Laſtly, thoſe that were Sealed, are more manifeſt» 


and 1h, where the Elder is ſaid to aske 1ohy firſt, 


condly, from whepce they came ? which hee doth not 
becaule he himſelfe was ignoranttherof,but to ſtirre 
vp 1obn the more to the confideration of them. And 
he himſelfe anſwereth to both the queſtions: To the 
laſt heanſwereth firſt,accordingrothemanner of the 


come out of great tribulation aud afflictiens;and he ſaith 
that theſe affiittions had not made their robes ſo white, 
thatis, had not brought them to that honour they 
were in, but it was the bloud of the Lambe that 
brought them to it, and their robes were thus white, 


there is no difference betweene them and other men, | 


ly ſet forth by a Dialogue betweeneone of the Elders | 


What be theſe that are thus arrayed in white ? and (e- |ver.13- 


Scriptures, ts wit, Theſe,are they ( ſaith hee) that are |v.14 


becauſe they were dipped in the blood of the Lambe. 
Then hee anſwereth to the other queſtion, w/z. 


who they be, namely, Thoſe that land alwaies before | VF 
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the 
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the Throne; that is, in the preſence of God, to ſerue 
+ him with praiſes for euermore, being ſuch,as are de- 
linered from all euiis, and from all teares, that is, all 
forrowes & griefe [hall be taken away;and they ſhall 
be led to the ſweet waters, aud teuder grafſe, and 
continually delivered and preſerued from all perils. 


Apoc. Cap. 8.1. 


And when he had opened the ſeauenth Seale, there was 
filence in heanen about halfe an houre. 


He Apoſtle S. leh doth recentinne his purpoſe 
begun in the fift Chapter, being omirted in 
the {1xt and feauenth Chapters; for theſe two 
Chapters were put in for the eomtort of Gods chil- 
dren, and to preſeruethem againſt rhe troubles after- 
wards to befall.Now he commeth totheopening of 
the ſeauenth Segle, whereat there was ſilence 19 heanen 
for the ſpace of halfe an boure : ſignitying, tnar all the 
Saints and Angels were amazed at the opening ofit, 
_ {marneiling at the Iudgements which followed it, 
more then ar the other wonders which before were 
received, albeit they alſo were very marueilous. The 
| like ſpeech is vſed in ob, for when his friends com- 
ming to vilite him, ſaw what a miſerable caſe he was 
Fob.2-12-13-|in, they were ſo appalled thereat, that they could not 
| ſpeake to him for three dayes. This is to ſer forth vnto 
vs the wondertulnefle of the indgements contained 
18 the opening of the ſeauenth Seate. 

After this , is a preparation vnto the Judgement 
to come, vnto the fixr Verſe, where it is ſaid , that 
{Trumpets are ginen to the ſeauen Angels; that is,to 2 | 

RE | perfect. 
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perfe& and competent number,fit for ſuch a worke, 

and for the executing of that ſeruice ouer all the 
world. , 

Then he ſpeaketh of another Angell, viz, another 

in nature, as being both God and man; another in of- 

fice,as being the Angell of the euerlaſting Couenant: 

And he is ſaid 9 and before the Altar, that is, in his 


Church. And therefore it is after ſaid, that to him was 


ceptable to God, rowit,his perfe& obedience,where- 
in was an acceptable receiuing and perfuming of the 
praters of the Saints vnto God. So that we ſee, that 
Godaccepteth of our prayers at the hands of Chritt, 
which at ours he will not. . ' 
By the Cenſor in his hand, heealludeth to the cu- 
tome of the Prieſts in the ceremoniall Law. | 
In that hee taketh coales fromthe Altar, and cafteth 
them ox the earth, it ſignifieth the denouncing of his 
indgements again the wicked on the face of the 
earth; ſhewing that as he is the meanes of mercy vn- 
to the Godly, lo hee is theexecutioner of the iudge- 


office of Mediation betweene his Father and his | 


given ſweet Odors, that is, there was in him things ac« [/ 


Ver.3 


ment onthe wicked: At the greatnefle of which his 
judgements, there were Youces, and Thunders, aud | 
Lightnings, and Earth-quakes, Afterward followeth | 
the execution of the iudgments,wheroffoure Trums 

ets of iudgementsare ſounded in this Chapter,per- | 
formed by the fourefirſt Angels. The firſt 4ugel blow- | 
eth his Trumpet, & then it is ſaid there was hayle, aud 
fire, mingled with blood,and thele did deſtroy thetrees, | 
and every greene thing. 


| By this he ſeemeth to alludevnto thatin the _ Z 
| | : 
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of Exedzs, where it is ſaid, that in one of the Plagues of 

| Egypt, Was Haile mingled with Fire, the like is here 
mentioned; but in this place there is an addition of 
»lood; noting, that all ſhould be conſumed, namely, 
that there ſhould not onely be a deſtruction of the 
trees and greene things, but of the men alſo,which came | 
to paile cuen among the Eg yptiazzs, tor thoſe thar 
were in the fields were conſumed by the tempeſt. |. 
After,in the ſecond place, it is ſaid that the ſecond 4n- 
verſh| gell did blow his Trumpet, whereupon , there was 4 
' | mountaine burning with fire caſt intothe Sea, being ſet 
on fire by the wrath and anger of God , ſignifying 
the indgements to be executed on the Earth, and | 
then vpon the Sea: Seeming to allude to that place 
Plalme 46.2. | inthe P/alme, where the Prophet ſaith,thart ;Gough the 
|" Mountaines ſhould fall into the midſt of the Sea, yet 1 will 
rot be remonued i. And this ivdgement [hould be exe- 
cuted vpon the Sea, on the Filhes, and alſo vpon the 
Ships, ſo that not onely the Earth, bur euen the Sea | 
ſhould haueiudgements executed vpon them. 
At the blaſt of the third Trumpet, itis ſaid, that a' 
farre fell from heaueninto the third part of the freſh wa- 
ters and Riners, lignifying Gods tudgements vpon 
them alſo, whereupon the third part of men died. 
The name of this Starre is Worme-wood, from the 
efteQ, to wit, the bitterneſſe which it thould caule in. 
the freth waters. | HY 
Where wee lce, albeit the certainty of the time is. 
| not knowne, nor any ſet time wherein this (hall be-| 
' efeCted, yer the Lord doth ſometimes poyſon and. 
 iInfet the Aire, ſometimes the Earth, and ſomertimecs | 
| the. Sea and Waters; whereby infeRion ariſeth ro | 
p” s man, { 
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downe, haue beene corporall,. to wit, cither pettai- 


of men, or vpon the bodies themſe]ues : thoſe that 


man, and hereby it isſaid that the third part of men 
fhonld aye : that is, rhe lines of many men ſhould be 


thortened. And theſe all ſeeme literally to be vnder- | 


ſtood, ſauing that the Aſownraine and the Starre which 
fell into the waters, doe fignifie that the heavens 
{hould be fo infected, that they alſo by their infeRi- 
ous -diſpotition thould corrupt and infet the wa- 
ters, and thereby cauſe death to men. 

The fourth Angell hauing blowne his Trumpet, it 
is ſaid that the third part of the Sunne,of the Moone,and 
of the Starres was darkened, which ſeemeth to -be 
meant of the ſþ;rituall darkexeſſe ſhould be vpon the 
Earth : For hitherto the Plagues that haue beene ſer 


ning to the things ofthe nourilkment of the bodies 


follow in the reſt of this and the next Chapter,ſeeme 
to be vnderſtood of the ſpirituall Plagues of the 
ſoule, that the light thereof, in the middeſt of: mgn, 
ſhould very much be darkened::for:T-cannort ſee 
how thoſe words concerning the darkening of the 
Soanne and Moone, and the Starres, can literally be 
vnderſtood, but rather by ſome Allegory,becaule in 


7 = 


— 


the next Chaprer, wez/e 2. it is ſpoken'of the darkes | 
neſle of the Sunne, that it was altogerher:dzrkened, | 
noting rhe aeprivation of all the light and know- 
ledge of the ſonie, And therefore this is to be vnder- | 
ftood ofthe darkeneſſe of the minde, through want 
of knowledge, by taking away of the truth in part, | 
as appeareth by the hiſtories; .for ſince that Popery | 
came in by meanes of Antichriſt, Sathan had won- 
derfully darkened the light of . the Goſpel]; yea 
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| loud woice, oe. Wee, Woe to the Inhabitants of the earth; 


| Stars is meant (as the holy Ghoftinterprereth in the 
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eucn before Antichriſt was at his full height. 
Then hee ſetteth downe, that he law an _Ange!l 
flying through the miadeſt of heauen, which cryed with a 


for the plagues which were to come: for albeit thoſe 
that were before weregrieuous, andeſpecially ofthe 
darkening of their vnderftandings ; yet theſe thar 
were to enſue ſhould be farre more grieuous and ter- 
rible, And therefore wee ſhould be ſtirred yp to a 
more diligent obfernation and conſideration of | 
them. | 


Apoc. Cap. 9.1. 
And the fift anzell blew the Tumpet, and 1 ſaw a flarre 


which was fallen from heawen onto the earth , and to 
 hius was giuenthe key of the bottomleſſe pit. 


| He former iudgements in the Chapter going 
| | before, areeſpecially, concerning the things 
- - Which appertaine to men; theſe which here 
follow, concerne the perſons of the men themſelues. 
And firſt;after the blowing of the firſt Trumpet, 
it is ſaid there was Starre fallen from heauen : By 


| firſt Chapter) the Miniſters of the Werd, who vn- 
lefle they be vpholden by the hand of God, they fall 
from -their holinefle of life, and integrity, wherein 
| they ſhonld liue. | pt 

- To this Starre' is 2tuen power ener the keyes of the 
depth, that is, of Hell; fignitying,thar to the Biſhops 


; of Rome this power was given, who before were | 


| ſometimes as cleare ſtarres and ſhining lights in the 
FE ; Church | 
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| 


| long after, being perſecuted for the truth; yea, ma- 


; Jeade them into errors; as namely, the Monkes, the 
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Church of God,cuen in the time of the A poſtles,and 


ny of them being martired: but atthelength,by am- 
bition,they fell trom God, and became exceeding e- 
 uill. And vnto them the Lord gaue this power (not 
as they ſay, and arrogate to themſelues,to doe what 
they liſt in heaven and hell) but ſo much onely ouer 
hell as is granted them, as namely, in that from 
thence they drew our, by the procurement of Sa- 
than, many wretched- and abhominable things, to 
the great offence, fall, and overthrow of many. 

To him was given power t# draw out ſmoake from 
hell, as from a Furnace, ſs that the Sunne was darke- 
| ed thereby ; great darkeneſle is cauſed oner all the 
earth: As before,in the former Chapter in part, the 
{ third part of heauen being onely darkened; ſo now 
it is in; whole and altogether darkened. And rhis no- 
teth that great blindnefſe and ignorance which 
ſhould- come vpon all the earth by that man of 


| 


| 
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Rome. 

| Outof this ſmoake, there came Locwfts; fignifying, 
that by reaſon of this ignorance,thereſhould ariſe in | 
the world many Decetuers, of divers forts, which 


| 


the fins of the earth, which ſhould deceive them and 


Fryers, and ſuch like vermin,as it hath ſince cometo 
| paſſe, which could not have lo greatly preuailed,nei- 
ther have had ſuch cr<dir, except there had beene 


ſo great ignorance. 
They are ſer downe and expreſſed by Zors/ts, in 
regard ofthe great number and multitude of them, 


| 


comming | 
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ſhould be ſent amongft men for the puniſhment of | | 
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| comming together by troupes, as appeareth by their 
prattiſe z whereſocuer they be , or haue beene, for 
they viz to Jiuein great companies together, which 
is yet contrary to the profeihion of Monkes; whoſe 
names are giuen them of ſol;carineſſe, as wee haue' 
i ſeene in this Land, in their Abbies, Fryers, &c. | 
They bad power giuen them: Shewing,that by reaſon 
of the linnes of men,God in his righteous iudgement 
gives thern power tohurt and deceive. And yet here- 
| by comfort may ariſe vnto the children of God,that 
they can hurt no more then God enioynes them, far 
they haue pawer onely ts hurt Men; the Corne, the Vine, 
and the Fruits of the earth they cannot hurt. | 
Which ſheweth, that in the time of Popery, there| 
ſhould bee plenty of all thoſe, nothing hurt of the 
oreene things,as of the hearts,the graſ/e,the corne,gyc. 
Which contuteth that which is commonly alledged 
of the Papifts, who count their worſhip to be good, 
becauſe in the time of Aaſiinge ( as they call it) all 
things were cheape, and there was ſo great plenty of 
all outward things: And indeed by this it appeareth 
that it muſt needs be ſo,for otherwiſe they could not 
| haue beene ſuch as Saint Thy ſpeaketh of heere. 
Againe,in that they hurt men,it is onely of thoſe that 
haue not received the Marke of God in their fore- 
| heads : And againe,this hurt is notin regard of their 
lines, by taking away their lives , but this hurt they 
| did them was in their' Conſcience , by reaſon of 
' terrour, for they were ſtung bythem as with Scorpi- 
| 085, 11 that they tooke away from them the know- 
| edge of God, icauing in them the ting of an euil] 
| Conſcience. i 
| Their 


| that they were aitogether ready, prompt, and fir for 
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Their power being thus limited,he after commeth 
ro defcribe the faſhion of theſe Scorpions,to wit: Firſt, 
that they were as Horſes prepared to battell; lignifying, | 


all manner of miſchiefes they liſted, according as 
God vied them in his iuſt iudgement, 

Secondly, They had Crownes; (ignifying that they 
ſhould conquere and preuaile, and proſper in that 
they were ſent for, and which they went abour. 

Thirdly, They had faces like men; noting, that they 
ſhould be crafty and ſubtile, to bring their deceits & 
deluſions to paſle, and that they (hould be apt to a- 
buſe men, and lead them into errour, 
 Fonrthly, Their harre like womens; ſhewing their ef- 
feminatenefle, in regard of their faces,the ſhearing of 
their beards, and their long haire on their heads,and 
eſpecially their effeminateand filthy manners,in that 
they were womanith, filthy, and vncleane, hauing | 
no manly manners any wayes. 7:7 
Fiftiy, Their teeth hke Lyons; ſignifying, their gree- 
dineſle and cruelty. , 

The time of their continuance to ing, is fine mo- 
neths; that is,(according to the account in the ſecond 


| 


| 


| 


alſo followeth in this numbring}) is for the ſpace of 
an hundreth & fifty yeares, etery day in the moneth 
being counted fer a yeere: Which isthoughtto bein 
the time of Zi/debrand, called Gregorie the ſeauenth, 
which was to begit when Sathan was let looſe, after | 
that a thouſand yeeres after Chriſt was runne ont, 
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Chapter,and as Dayielalſo expoundeth it, whom 7ob»| cy, .., 


and which beginning then,ended in the time of Gre- 


gore the ninth, in whoſe time they had gotten the au- 
= H _ thoritie” - 
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| thoritie of the Sword, which the blaſt of the /ixt 4»- 
' {gel krrerh forth, & which the blaſt of the tourth Angel 
ſhewerh they would not haue during the hundred | 
and fifty y ceres,otherwiſe calied fiue moneths, 

They were harniſed with habergions,z« of iron;noting,| 
that by their priuiledges and prerogatiues they were! 
ſo detenced, that none could almott couchthem, by 
any occaſions; asthe Biſhop muſt haue abour ſixcie. 
witneſſes againſt him,to accuſe him, otherwiſe hee is 
not to be convinced;the Priefts muſt alſo havea-great 
number of Accuſers, and they muft not be indged 
by any Maieftrate of the Temporality ,but by one of 
the Clergie, 

The noiſe of their wings like the noiſe of Charriots: 
ſignifying their great pompe, which-appeareth by 
their ſumptuouſneſle in riding with many:-Horſes,, 
and troupes of men attending on them, which-make. 
a great noiſc and ruſhing whereſoeuer they come,ſo 
as enery one ay heare and behold them; contrary 
co the practiſeof our Sauiour Chriſt, who is ſaid not 
to have beene heard.in the ſtreets, 

This is the firſt Woe the two other woes are 10 come. 

Tre other Trumpet followeth to be blowne. 

And firft, to declare the certainty of it, hee ſaith, 
there came 4 Voice fromthe corner of the Altar which was 
in the holy place, which commanded that they ſhould looſe 
the fore Angels: by toure,is meant a ſufficient and 
competent number ( as before wee baue heard) to | 
execute Gods iudpements. And theſe are ſaid to be 
beund in the River Eupbrates, which was that River 
that runneth through Babil9n,where the. people ef 
Hi/rael were held in captiuity. And it is vſed - = 
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waereby the Whore of Babilon keepeth in bondage 
both their ſoules and allo their bodies: 

Now, theſe foure Angels, the Executers and Mi- 
niſters of Gods fearetull indgements,were prepared 
to g0Cc at a howre, at 4 day, at 4 moneth, at a yeare; no- 
cing their readineſſe ard promptneſle to execute a- 
ny judgement that God ſets them about; yea,though 
they [hould be ſent forth for a whole yearelong,they 
would be willing to doe it, declaring that they did it 
without wearineſle. 

Their effe&s be farre otherwiſe then the former, 
for they haue authority to kill the bodies of men. 
This ſeemethto beein thetime of Gregory the 
ninth, when the Church of Rome had gotten the 
Kings and Princes of the world, and the Emperours 
to affiſt them, and to take their part; and therefore 
now thoſe that would not worſhip the Beaſt, and 
| yeeld to their ſpirituall Whoredome and [dolatry, 
ſhould be killed and pnt to death by the wicked Ma- 
giſtrates, whereas betore they had not power to hurt 
the Bodies,but only to ſting the Confciences ofmen. 


that they were fierce and cruell. Their Tayles like Ser- 
pents; ignifying their craft. Which ſheweth,that the 
| Church of Rome ſhould promote her Kingdome 
| both by violenceand alſo by their craft and ſubtilty. | 
Laſtly, is ſet downe aconclufton; wherein is ſhew- 
ed, that for all theſe fearefull iudgements, the peo= 
ple of the carth ( whereas they ſhould have feared 
and have beene bettered by theſe iudgements, and 


learned to turne vnto God by repentance) yerthey 
| 5: . -Ha continued 


_ 


| forththar ſpirituall captiuity of the Churchot God "2 


Theſeare deſcribed i# have heads like Lyons;noting, 
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| continued vnrepentant in their Idolatries,Murthers, 
Witchcratrs, and all other their abhominable wic- 
kednefles. = 


I 
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Apoc. Cap.10. 1. 


'|' And I ſaw another mightie Augell come downe from 
heauen, cloathed with a Clouae, and the Rainbow wp» 
on his head, and his face was as the Sunne, and by feet 


as pillars of fire, Oc. 


| Ee haue heard after the Preface of this | 
V Booke, the diuifton of it into thoſe things | 
already executed, and which wete after 
to be executed. Thoſe which wereto come,areeither 
touching the tudgement of God vpon the world, or | 
thoſe things which more eſpecially did concerne the 
Church. Hitherto we have heard of the world;now, 
the things that more eſpecially belong to the 
Church, doefollow; to the which in this Chapter is | 
(as before) a Preface, wherein the holy Ghoſt prepa- 
reth and fitteth the Apoſtle Saint 7oby, and in him 
all vs, to the diligent hearing and obſeruing of all 
thole things which concernethe Church. The whole 
drift ofthis Viſion is togiue credit to the hiſtory fol- | 
lowing; and this credit is drawne, firſt, from the 
i Author of the prophecie, which is. Chriſt ; and ſes | 
' condly from the Infirument, zo wit, John. In the firft 
part, that the thing ſeite might be the better eftee- 
| med, the credit drawne from the Author is fer forth. 
by the glory and excellencie of him. 
In the ſecond part, 7ehp is ſer foorth by what | 


meanes he came to this Prophecie, and from whom 
| h 


| 
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 theother Angels. 


hee receiued it, to wit, that hee had it by commande- 
ment from God the Father, and from God the Son, 
who commanded him to publith this hiſtory, which 
afrer is ſet downe in this Booke. | 

For the firſt part, he ſaich, firft,he /aw ansther An- 


gell, to wit, (as we haue heard before ) our Sauiour 


Chriſt being of another nature, of other offices, and 


! of another glory then any other Angell,as being the 
Angell ofthe Couenant, that is, hee in whoſe hand | 
the Couenant is eftabliſhed betwixt God and his 


Church. 
This Angell i ſaid to come downe from heauen, vis. 
not that Chriſt came downe bodily, for the Scrip- 


| tures ſay euidently, that the heauens muſt bold hin til 


the reſtoring of all things, that 1s, till the end of the 
world; but here it was onely repreſented vnto 70h 
ina viſion: For in that wee ſay that Chriſt isin hea- 
uen,.it is not that wee tyeor lincke him there ( as the 
Papifts charge and ſlander vs wrongfully: ) tor wee 
hold that as there is in the heauens infinit roome for 
him to execute his will; fo hee hath the heauens as an 
incomprehenlible place, and is not tyed and kept in 
as it were like a Priſoner,.but is at his owne pleaſure 
ro doe what he will himſelfe : And this which wee 
ſay,is proued out of the word of God, in the As, 


where we aretavghr, that he muſt ſtay there till the lat- | 


ter day. So that this {ight was onely a repreſentation 


of the minde,wherin it was given to ſe: Chriſt thus.” 


-$zronz; 4 proper title vnto the Lord , to be the 
ſtrong God,(ignifying that hee was the mighty God, 
and | OE this Angell is of another nature, then 
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| A plaine Explanation of the Apoc, 


'  CladwithaClond: thatis, to ſet our the olory of 
our Sauiour Chriit; even fo in the laſt day hee ſhall 
come attended vpon,& compaſlled with the clouds. 

A Rain-bow about hs head : the Rain-bow about 
his head, ſeemerh to expreſle and to note vnto vs,the | 
 graciouscountenance of our Sautour Chriſt towards 
_ | his Church, for the Rain-bow in the Scripture is a | 
Gerlg.y - figne of the fauour of God (as itis in Geneſts) name- 

Chap.4.3: | ly, in that be will nener drowne the world againe, Qr 
elſe to the further ſetting forth of his Glory and Ma- 
ieſtie; for as before in the fourth Ghapter, wee hae |; 
heard, that God the Father is deſcribed to haue had 
a Rain-bow about his Throne, whereby the glory of 
the firft Perſon in the Trinity was repreſented; ſo. 
chat may be here noted of Chrift, in that heis ſaid :s 
hage 4 Ratn-bow about his head , and therefore Chriſt 
is of equall glory with his Father. _. 

His face as the Sunne : whereby his further glory is 
ſet forth in his excellent and al-ſceing pronidence, in 
that as the Sunne beholdeth all the earth, ſo hee at 
one inſtant, and with one eye , asit were, ſeeth all 
things on the face of the carth. 

He hadin hs hawd 4 little Booke opes : Inthis Booke 
is contained thoſe things which were tofollow, and 
ro come vpon the Church it ſelfe. As in the fift 
Chapter wee haue heard of a Booke in the hand of 
God the Father, which containeth the iudgements 
which were generally to fall vpon the whole 
world. The difference betweene this Booke and that 
' other,is very plaine;for firft , wee have heard,that is 
ſaid to be a Booke, noting that it wasof a greater vo- 
lume; the i ſaid to be 4litile Broke, namely,ot a lefler 
volume. | 


— 
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 inthethree Perſons, wee can haue no participation 
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volume. Againe, in that it is ſaid to be jn the hang of 
Go# the Father, this is in the hand of God the Sonne. 
The reaſon is,for that there is 8 more vniuerſall go- 


uernment of the world by God the Father,confide- 
red by himſelfe alone, then berweene Chriſt and the / 
World, as he is ioyned with the officeof Mediation, | 
which concerneth the Church. And againe, thereis 
a more {imple and immediategouernement of Chriſt 
in his Church, then of the Father. Another diffe- 
rence is this, 1n that it is ſaid tha Booke i open, the 
other was (hut; which ſheweth vs , that through 


for, without his mediation, all things in the will of 
God are hid and ſhut vp from vs, that wee cannot 
know them: For as the Deitie of God is conſidered 


 ofany good thing from theſame,bnt as Chriſt is the 
Mediator betweene God and vs, all things which 
concerne vs are opened vnto vs; yea,the knowiedge 
of all things weeare to know : and therefore if hee 
come betweene vs and God, then the things of our | 
God ſhall be opened and reutaled vnto vs. 

His feet like two pillars of fire ; this is to ſhew his 


ftrength and power. The pillars declare his fteadi= 


| his power (etteth,there it cleaueth hard. Whereby 


neſle ; fire ſignifieth piercing , and therefore where 


is ſer downe the incomparable vertue and power 
of Chriff. And whereas one foot is ſet on the Sea, 
and the other on the Land , it ſetterh forth vnro vs 
his ful] avthoritie ouer all,and that he 1s In all places 
in regard of his Godhead. | 

This doth not proue the being of Chriſts natu-. 


rall 


Chriſt onely,theſe things are made manifeſt vnto vs, | 


Fo ——— 


A plaine Explanation of the Apoc. 2 
| rall body in many places at once, forhe did not ſer: 
his feer of his naturall body at this time on the 
Land and Sea,neither can it be in diuers places,for 
then it leefes the nature ofa body. 

The right foet on the Sea : This is (aid after the vie; 
of the Scripture, by his right foor,meaning a greater 
meaſure of his ftrength,that ſeeing the Sea is a moſt 
vnruly and raging creature;he ſets his right foot vp- 

| ON it; noting vnto vs, that Chriſt as he ruleth all , ſo 
even thoſe things more eſpecially. which are moſk 
vnruly,and that which needeth moſt power, he v- 
ſeth moſt to the ſubduing and gouerning of it.” 
This is to teach vs notro feare at the great rage 
of the troubles thar are in the world , but to know 
according as they are more grieuous, and as they 
doeiincreale , {o the Lord will ad more helpe and 
encreaſe his ſtrength che more, to the aſlwaging' 
of them,and when the earth beginneth to turmoile, 
then will he ſer his left foot on it, and when the Sea 
beginneth to rage,then will he ſet his right foot vpon 
| it. Andas in penerall, ſo in particular troubles 
' weare to receiue notable comfort,for it more grie« 
| yous forrowes and afflictions doe aflaile vs, yet the 
| Lord, hauing his right foot on them all , ſhall bee 
| quiet and ſtill with vs againe. 
After, heis deſcribed by his woicez whereby hee 
; declareth his 8erriblenef{e,that howloguer otherwiſe 
; he was deſcribed to belike a Man, yet becauſe mans 
| voice was too weake to expreſle thetorce of ir, hee; 
compares it to the v9yce of 4 Lyon, to Itrike the more; 
. terror and feareinto our hearts. According as:it-15 
| faid, 1f the Lyon roare, ſhall not the Beaſts of wel 
| tremble ? 


py, 
. 


| vp; thar is, to keepe them cloſe, as being macters of 
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terrified for our ſinnes ? 


_—  ————_—__ 


tremble? How much more when Chrift (peakes,and 3 


thunders our his iudgements, ſhall not wee which | 
are filly Lambs ( nay, not ſo much in reſpe& of 
Chriſt as Lambs to the Lyon) be afraide? and if our 
Saviour Chriſt ſhew forth the rokens of his wrath 
againkt (inners,by denouncingand threatning iudge- 
ments againſt them, ſhould not wee tremble and be 


After that he had thus extended his votre, S. Tobn 
ſaith, he heard the voices of ſeauen thunders, and thoſe 
not ſuchas were confuſed, but there was diſcerne- 
able and plaine ſpeech in the voice of the thunders. 
Now Saint hn (as he was before commanded) be- 
ing ready to write the things which were ſpoken by 
che cthunders, is notwichſtanding 4/dden to Seale then 


ſecrecie, tor God of his good will was contentto 
ſhew them, and make them knowne to-bim,tor his 
partieular comfort,which he willnot haue be reuea- 
led vnto others. : 

Herein wee ſee how. God diſpoſeth of his word, 
wiz. ſome he reuealeth vnto his Seruants, ſome hee 
keepeth hidin his owne eucrlaſting counſell. 

To teach vs, that ſeeing God hath kept many | 
things of his to himfelfe, which he hath not reucaled 
vnto vs; that therefore we ſhould not diſpaire in our 
troubles, but ſeeing hee hath reſerued ſecret to his 
owne counſeil, euen many things which concerne 
the ſpeciall good of his Church, and the ſingular 
comfort of his children, wee are therefore rather to 
be ſtirred vp by prayer,to comevnto him to intreate 


him that he would gouerneall things to the good of | 
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his Church. Apaine, 
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| Apoc, 


A plaine Explanation of the 
Againe, that is here further to be confidered 
which 1obn [peaketh elſe-where, that wee are not able, 
by reaſon of our careleſneſſe and dulneſſe of under ſtan- 
ding, toattaine in any meaſure to the true knowledge 8 
the meaning of this Beoke; how much lefle it greater 
matters had beene written downe ? nay, rather wee 
would haue beene quire driven backe from it: And 
{therefore this is tp teach vsto be diligent in the ſear. 
ching out of thoſe things he hath already ſer downe, 
ſearing to meddle(as manyfoolifhly and madly doe) 
with thoſe things that God hath hidden in his ſecrer 
| will; And ſeeing we are ſo backward,ilacke,and dull 
in the ſeeking our of thoſe things which wee haue, | 
wee{hould hane beene much more carcleſle of them 
if all the other had beene fer downe. - 
After, itfolloweth what our Saviour Chriſt faid, 
rowit, that hee ſwore, wherein is ſet downe, firſt the 
manner of taking his oath, and then the oath ir ſelfe : 
The manner of che oath of our Saniour Chriſt is; | 
firſt, in his gefture, 5» hat he lift Ip his hands to heanen, 
which was the manner of. taking an oath in thoſe! 
times;and therefore heis here after this ſort repreſen- | 
red : Then is ſet downe the Perſon by whom hee 
ſweareth, vis. by Ged,deſcribed by his owne nature, | 
that he lineth for enermore; and of his effe&s, wiz. of 
| creation of heauen, earth, and all things therein. | 
His oath it felfe is this, that after rhoſe things | 
{which were to be done vnder the ſeaventh Trumpet, 
'and the ſcauenth Seale were fulfilled, there ſhonld be 
\#:me no more, that is, there ſhould not be diſtinQuon | 
1oftime by the day and yeare,as we vie now to count, 
taccording to thecourle of the Sunne and ofthe Hea- | 
uens.; 
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| The Lord & patient towards ws, that none ſhould periſo | 


_— II 


| againſt thoſe troubles which were to be endured by | 


| their troubles when that time ſhould end. 


| more aſſured of the certainty of his Prophecie. And 
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And further, for the comfort of the children-of God 


them; for that ſpeedily there (hould bean end of | 
| In that heefaith the Miſteries of God aeclaredby by 
| Seruants and Prophets were finiſhed, he rendreth a rea- 
ſon why God ftayeth and commeth not ſpeedily to 

end the world, is wit, asfor the fulfilling ofthe num- 


his word by his Prophets, Apoſtles , and Miniſters. 
on of the world, Saint Petey rendreth,in chat he ſaith, 


whom he would haue to be ſaucd : lothat we ce it is by 
Gods great patience, becauſe hee would haue none 
loft which belonged vnto him,but would haue them | 
to hane the meanes of knowledgeand repentance, 
and therefore till all that belong ro Gods eleion be 
called, there ſhould beno endof the world. 

The other reaſon why the world'isnot finiſhed, | 
is here exprefled, becanſe a!l theſe things which the 
Prophets & Apoſtles haue ſpoken of, & this Prophe- | 
cie eſpecially, which was deliuered to 7ohy, is not yet 
fulfilled, for one tot or title of the word of God ſhal not fal. | 

Atrer the deſcription of Chriſt, hee comes to the ' 
calling ofhimſelfe, that ic might be more ſurely ſea- 
led and confirmed to vs, and that ſo wee might be 


to this his calling, there commeth a double anthort- 


The firſt reaſon why God delaieth the conſurmmari- | 


<p EIT : mo 
uens : This is:done, firſt, for the declariug vnro vs! 
the aſſurance of the end of thethings of the world : 


ty, i@ wit, of God the Father, which was before 
o -— deſcribed 


ber of the Ele& lo allo for the accomplilhment of | 


2 Per, 39. 
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| brought in, bidding /ohnto goetothe Angell,and to 


.| the Miniſterof it, in regard of che judgements there- 


"1 plaine Explanation of the 


deſcribed in the fourth Chapter, and hee is here 


rake the Booke ar him. 

Whereby we haue to'vnderftand, that the Mini- 
ters are taught ts have authority and warrant from 
God,and out of the word of God,tor all thoſe things 
they doe.eſpecially which concerne the maccers and | 
holy things of God. 

This then 7ohn doth,for he preſently goeth to take | 
the Booke; and when he commeth to the Angell,hee 
alſo bids him take the Booke, hauing thereby a double 
warrant, not onely of the Father, but cucn of the 
Sonne alſo, p14 

The Angell bids him earezt wp.: meaning, that he 
ſhould ſertle it as it werein his belly, and cucn ler it 
ſettle into the very bottome of his hearr, and name- 
ly, that be ſhould rightly conceiue it, and that hee| 
ſhould hauea fall capacity and perfe&t comprehen-} 
fion of the things herein contained, by having a | 
ſound knowledge of the things to be reuealed,and, 
therefore,that he ſhould with diligence obſerve and 
marke them. Thelike thing we have in Ezechiel, who 
is alſo bidden to eate a Booke, giuenbim by an Angell : 
But whereas it is here ſaid,it /hould be bitter in his bel- 
by, and ſweet in his mouth ; one of theſe onely is ſet 
downe in Ezechtcl, namely, the ſweetueſſe of it in his 
| month. 

Hereby the Lord ſeemeth to ſet forth that this 
Prophecie, as it was bitter to the Apoſtle, who was 


in contained; ſoit ſhou!d be aiſo {weet vnto himto 
deliver it, as it is expounded inthe words following 
i 
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in thenext Verſe, whereas hee muſt Prophecie againe 
among People and Nations, Cc. fignitying, that hee | 
{houid not be able to hold it in his belly, that is, to 
keepe it in, but hauea care and delight alſo to pub- 
lith it, and to deliver it faithfully, and in that regard 
it ſhould be {weet vnto his mourh; for, howſoeyer 
the things themſclues were ſad and heauy and vnſa- 
| uory to deliver, yer in regard that Ged bids him to 
| ſpcake ir, he muſt rake delight to doe the will of God 
in the delwery thereof, | 
Here is ſet out the duty of the Minifters in this 
caſe, that howſoeuer the denouncing of the indge- 
| ments of God againſt the people be very grieuous 
and ſorrowfull vnto them, yet they are nor to ſpare 
to deliver them faithfully, bouldly,and cheerefuily,if 
the Lord command them + And indeed it is requi- 
ſite, that rhey ſhould feele the calamities and miſe- 
ries of others, and therefore {hould. be grieued at 
Gods iudgements againſt others,asthe A poſlle ſaith, 
Who is offended,and 1burnenar? Enen ſo ſhould the 
Children of God haue compatltion and a fellow-fee- 
ling of the miſeries of their Brethren, but the Mi- 
niſters eſpecially; becauſe as all , ſo eſpecially the 
Miniſters are oftentimes interefled in 'the ſame 
troubles. | 


2 CoY. 1-29. 


5 ; 7 hd I. x 
* a > CE ON } 
54 JO ps P 
- - a : 
bf a= 
LEY 
» 
bo 


Angell ſtood by, ſaymg, Riſe and mete the Temple 
of God, and the Altar, and them that worſhip there- 
n, Cc. WRT 4 E, "I | 


7 I Ethauc heard in the former Chapter,the | 
preparation to the Prophecie,concerning 
the things that thould befall vnto the 
| Church. Now he commeth te the Propkhecie it ſelfe. 
And firſt hee ſaith, there was ginen to hima Reede, 
and with it, hee was bidden to meaſure the Temple : 
({ Whereas,we are fifſt ro conſider,that by this ſpeech 
| (borrowed from the forticth of Ezechiel)the Lord 
 ſetteth downea determirtation to ſet forth and to 
| meaſure out his Church: For as Arch-builders, firſt 
in building have a draught in their heads and after 
| draw it out,and meaſure the place where they build, 
and then haue inferiour builders to finiſh it ; even 
ſo the Lord doth both in that placeof Exzechiel,as al- | 
ſo here : For therethe Lord after the deſtruQion of 
Jeruſalem, and of the Temple, when hee would haue 
it reſtored againe, ſhewerh vnato the Prophet the 
: meaſuring of ut; ſignifying that the Temple ſhould be | 
re-edified , and that the people ſhould worſhip a- 
 gaine in the ſame. Andin iike manner in this place, 
| whereas now indeed Jeraſalew, and that Tempie 
j which wasin it, were ready to be deſtroyed and os- | 
' { uerthrowne; the Lord notwithſtanding bids the A- 
; poſtier91ake a frait and ſmooth Reede like unto a Roa, 
to wit,fit for that purpoſe, and to meaſure the Temple 


_ therewithall.' 


|} of building bfs Church, they are not of themlelues 


| bee laide waſte , yeh 


{ſhould vnderftand and compre 
full way whereby the,C| 
| buiided. This ceachthivs that vnlefſe God'preſcribe 


| vnlefle he pur the mea/are,which he appointeth (that 
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8» 48at- albeit Jeruſalem ſhould | 
aeeanilloather ro himſelfe a 
as. And whereas he 
DE! ITE eth thar hee | 
bend che right and. 
hurch of God ſhould be 


therewithall. Notin 


Church,and chat byl 
bids. him meaſure it with 


and giue vnto the Miniſters, the order gpd manner 
to vndertake the building of the ſame. And againe, 


is his Word) into their hands, they cannor, neither 
opghr they in any caſe to begin, and therefore not 
to vndergoe that funion, vnleſle they be called of | 
the Lord. And further being called they mult build. 
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| with that meaſure and meanes onely which God ap-. 


| meaſure the Terple,the Altar aud the Wor (hippers , but 
to let alone the outward Conrt,and to caft it ont. 


| Ceremoniall Temple,inthe building of the Church 
after Chrif,in the Goſpell. For firſt there was the 


 ſhovld bee caſt out, and then the Temple theinner 


holy place , and the holyeſt of all, which were very 

{mail in compariſon of the others : Solikewiſe in 

the Church,the ſmaller number ſhould be referred, 
| the greater number{hould fallaway. 


| pointeth and fetrerh downe. Hee biddeth him to ; 


W here the Lord alludeth to the building of the 


4 


outward Court , being *the greater part which | 


{ 
4 


| place where the people were , andthe Altar , and the | 


k . | | 
So that here he is bidden to take weaſure of the | v1. 
{ Tewple,and not onely of ir , but of he ,vorſbippers. 
which were init,c0 wit,of the members of the Church of | | 
| 
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A plaine Explanation of the Apoc, 
| God: Which teacheth that the Miniſters are not] 
| onely to regard the Church in generall; but alſo 

to haue a care of the good of euery particular per- 
ſoriin the Church, OD 
By thealtar, is meant all the meanes ſerving to| 
the furthering of the ſeruice and worſbip of God : | 
whereot a ſpeciall regard 1s alſo to bee had in the 
building of the Church 
| In that the great Court & not meaſared , but ca 
out to be troden of wicked and prophane men,and 
the Tempie only, & that which was in the midit of 
 1t left,being but a' very lirtle in compariſon of the | 
ourmoſt Court, it noteth the narrow roome the 
Church ſhould bee comprehended in,and the ſmall 
number to be gathered in regard of thoſe which} 
ſhould be caſt out; For, the Temple and the Altar, 
in regard of the great Conrt,wereas it were the Cen- 
ter in regard ofa great Circle. Which teacheth vs 
how great a number ſhould be bandoned from| 
. | God,and from the ſeruice of God, and how few and 
ſmall a number ſaued. * 0 
| "Whereas the Apoftle is bidden onely to meadale 
with the Temple,and not with the outward Court,bat to 
caſt it out : This agreeth firſt with that doQtrine of 
| Paul, t Cor.5.12. Where he ſaith, [hat haze we to doe 
with thoſe that arewithout?We are te haue reſpect tothoſe 
that are within. So that here wee are to obſerve this 
point,that the Miniſters are firſt and principaily to 
atrend vpon thoſe diligently & carefully which are 
committed to their charge, and to endeauour and 
Exerciſe Themſelues onely in thoſe things which 
God hath cnioyned them. Secondly , _— 
| thoſe. 


BY 


| 
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from God, they are not in any caſe ro meddle in 
| rhem,nor to deale at all with them. Which con- 


| demneth the ſinne which now adayes is vſual,when | >. 
they will take vpon them thoſe othces which God 


able to performe, 

The outward Court 1s to be caſt out, to be tro- 
den vnder foot ofthe Gentiles,for the ſpace of forty 
two moneths, whereof we haue heard the meaning, 


yeeres,fora day is referred to a yeere; a weeke of 
dayes is feauen yeares: ſo thathereby it appeareth, 


was to continue one thouſand two hundred and 
ſixty yeeres : Which as by account that falleth 


thoſe things whereof they haue receiued-no charge | 


hatch not appointed them, and which they are not | 


both as it is vied by hn,and expounded by Daniel, | 
vis.to be one thouſand two hundred and (ixty 


that the time of this great hauocke of the Church | 


began s6Bi 


| 
' 


V-2 


12 60-Yeares 


out,appeareth to begin after the aſlention of our $4- 
wour Chriſt, when the Apoltles began to preach, & 
counting trom that time,it ſhall appeareby the mi- 
ſerable-times that befell afterward vnto the Church 
of God, in that ſpace, namely, when the beaſts 
that roſe vp out of the earth, ſet vpon the people 


them grieuoully. 
Here alſo in regard of the ſmall numberto be re- 


| ferved, we may ealily vnderftand how vainea thing 
the Papiſts brag of, when they brag of their gene- 
"| rallity and multitude, for we ſee here that the great 
Court, that is, the multicude onely, caſt out to the 
wicked and prophane men, and the Temple with 


the worſhipers onely, and the Altar , noting a ſmall}; 


and Church of God, and perſecuted and oppreſled| 


| 
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66 A plaine Explanation of the Apoc, 
- Againe, in regard of the circumſtance of time : 
ver; in that it is ſaid,thar the wicked ſhould prenaile for the 
| ſpace of one thouſand two hun4red aud ſixty yeares : we 
are to obſerue againſt them, that whereas they ob- 
ie againſt vs,and ſay,that this new Goſpel of ours 
began in the time of Zuther, or Wickiiffe— , 
we anſwere that it appeareth manifeſtly our of this 
place,that there ſhould be a maruellous contempt 
of the Werd from the Apoſtles time, vntill theſe 
one thouſand two hundred and fixty yecres were 
expired, 

Now for the further declaration of this, it is ſaid, | 
the Lord raiſed vp two witneſſes in theſe yeeres, 
betweene the Apoſtles time,and the time expreſſed, 
to preach the Goſpell. T 

By the number of two , tnay be meant ( not to 
preiudice better expolitions) the ſmall number of 
faithfull witneſſes, yet ſuch a number as ſhould be 

able to proue any cauſe, ſufficient for the teftify- 
| ing of any truth , or ouerthrowing any falſchood, 
& though they ſeemed to be but two, that is, a few 
in number, yet they ſhould be able enovgh for that 
purpoſe, and ſufficient to conuince them of their 
wickedneſle,and to beare witneſle of the truth. 

Is ſackcloth ; meaning that they ſhould be heauy, 
forrowfull,and grieued at the troubles, ſtrife, and 
{hard-dealing which they ſhould haveat the hands 
of the wicked , which would not yee/de vn- 
to the truth: lamenting alſo for that they had no 
|berter ſucceſſe of their Miniſtery : and further by 
realon of the pride of Antichriſt , when as they did} 
behold how many cuen of thoſe which — 
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' even in thoſe dark times,there ſhould notwithftan- 
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beene the ttarres of the Church, and faithfuli Mini- 
ſters,did ſtrive and heaue for preheminence with- 
out any care of Gods Church, as it was in the daies 
of Gregory the 7.and Gregory the g. 


rie,where it is ſaid, that being returned from capti- 
uicie,the Lord gaue them Miniſters, which as 0 ues 
ſhould MinifterOyle for the light of theChurch: Euen ſo 
in the wretched & curſed dayes, albeit the Church 
of God waxedfewer and fewer , yetthere ſhould be 
ſome 0lixe trees to giue Olues,that is,fome Miniſters 
to preach peace vntothe children of God, the 0l;ue 
being a ligne of peace,as allo to drop in Oyle(as Za- 
chary laith)into the Candlefticks , alluding to the vie 
of theCandlefticks in the Temple,which having 0yl/e 
put in tkem,did giue /i2ht in the Temple , burning 
before the Lord continnally : euen ſo he ſaith , that 


Ee a rr OOH W—_— 
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ding be ſome which ſhould be able togiue /2ht vn- 

ro the Church,by the Miniſtery of the Goſpell. 
Afterward it is ſaid that theſe two Prophets, that 

is,this little numberof Miniſters,ſhould have firegoe |v*f- 

out of their mouthes , whereby they ſhould deuoure all | 

their enemies : Which ſheweth vnto vs the power of | 


the Word of God , which is like a fire, by the Lebt 
wherof,the godly ſhould be enlightned,by rhe heat | 
whereof, the wicked ſhould be conſumed, lo that lith 
they would nor be enlightned by it to their ſaluati- 
en,it ſhould ſend them to the darknes of hel,totheir 
deeper condemnation. So thathere weſee the Word | 
hath a contrary effe&, in regard ofthe godly and 


| K 2 the | 


Theſe are.the two Oliue trees, ana the two Candle: Ver 4- 
ftickes; Aſpeech borrowed from the Prophet Jacha- | Z ah. 4.4:3-12 
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——_ tl. 


a—pL_—__ _—_— 


the wicked, And thereforeitis compared in the firſt 
Chapter, to a two-edged Sword, which on the one 
{ide cutteth and healeth tolife,and on the other fide. 


| woundeth and killeth to death : According as the 


Apoltle ſaith in the Epiſtle to the Corinthians, We are 
the ſauonr of God nts your ſaluation that belecue, nts! 
others unto condemnation. 

By this denoaring then of thetr enemies; is meant the 
deſtroying and conuincing of thoſe that would noc 


Rtion, and deeper condemnation. Where wee ſee, 
 thatthe Prophet here ſetteth forth , that howſocuer 
the Miniſters of God ſhould haue great ſtrife 
in thoſe dayes, and grieuous enemies , yet they 
(hould not preuaile againſt the truth, 

. Theſe ſhould haue power to ſhut the heanens, to make 


| the heanens braſſe, that it ſhonld not raine inthe dayes of 


| their Prephecie, to reftraine the fruit of the earth , to 
Where hee alludeth, partly to the Miniſtery of 


Was no raine for the ſpace of three yeares, And partly to 
the Miniſtery of 2Mo/ſes,who brought blond in al theland 
of Egypt, by turning the water into blond : ſignifying, 
that where the Miniſtery'of the word,in the denoun- 
cing of iudgements was contemnecd, there the Lord 
would ſend Plagues and Peſtilence, and Flouds, and 
ſuch like vpon them. 
In that which remaineth of the fixt Plague, there 


| 1s firſt ſer forth, thatthe two Prophets, theſe two 


Olnes and Fines (hould-make an end of their Mini- 


| ſtery, and the Beaſt ſhould ouercome them.Betore it was 


ſaid, 
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turne the waters into bloud, (+c, | | 


| 


| yeeld vnto their preaching, to their further deſtru- | 


Elias, at whoſe prayer, the earth was barren, and there | 


| 


| did executeand bring co paſſe whatſoever they had 


wicked Inſtruments. 
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ſaid, that at their pleaſure, and at their owne liking, they 
ouercame others, and reſtrained the dewe of heauen, and 


to doe, by the dire&ion, by the word and will of 
God: Here now it is ſaid, thatafter the accompliſhin 
of their worke, ard hnithing of their teſtimony, zhe | 
Beaſt ouercommeth them. h 
To teach vs, that the Lord doth fo maintaine his 
M1nifters and ſeruants, that vntill they haue finiſhed 
and accompliſhed the worke of their Miniſtery, 
which he hath appointed them to execute,they ſhall 
not be hurt by Sarhan or any of his Miniſters, or |- 


Which may be a fingular comfort to the Mini» 
ſters and children of God, that howſoeuer they be 
hated of many wen in the world,yet they ſhall have 
no power to hurt them, til{ the time God hath limi- 
ted them be expired, And here weeare alſoto conli- 
der, that inregard of their Miniſtery, theſe two Pro- 
phets did ouercome; bur in regard of their lines one- 
Iy- they are ouercome;herein had their enemies leaue 
to hurt them, they were able to doe nathing elle vn- 
to them. a2 5* D-femes New world. onzpet3-13-F35-36-- | 

The timeof this, appeareth by limitation of this |12.60-yeares 
onethouſand two hundred and ſixty yeares, to be- Fae 

( 


fall about the dayes of Bexiface the eight, who was a 
wretched and cruell pexſ5curer gf rhe Saints of God; 1129 
for by the account of the ably it ſelte, it fals iuſtly £41 544 p.376 
on the one thouſand two hundred and ſixty yeare | 


after Chriſt; the very yeare of that Beaſt, Boniface, | 
who after he. had killed the Saints of God,would not | 
| ſuſter their bodies to be buried; which thing, the 
K 3 hiſtory 
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Aplaine Explanation of the APO, 


hiſtory particularly witneſſeth,making mention,thar 


; 


| 


> 


| 


the bodies aiſo of the Saints were carried about the 
City of Rome in triumph, and might not be ſuffered 


Aﬀeer, it is ſaid that the wicked ones, In the token 


of their ioy, make greatteaſts, and ſeat preſents one; 


to another; which manner of ſpeech ſeemeth to bee 
taken from the Booke of Hefter, wherein comman- 
dement is giuen, that for their victory and deliue- 
rance, a Feaſt ſhould be celebrated for ever. And of 
chis aiſo the hiſtory maketh mention, that in regard 


of their ioy and gladneſle for the deſtrution and 
death of Gods Seruants and faithfull Martyrs, there | 
' was a Feaſt of Jubily celebrated , which afterward 


| they continued; wherein alſo as much as in them 


' lay, they did — comming of Chriſt, who 


gaueanend of all theſe 'feremonies, 

And this is ſaid to be done in the great City, ſpiri- 
rually called Sodome and Egypt, wheretheLord was 
crucified, whereby the Apoſtle moſt plainely deſcri- 
beth Rome, as being the greateſt City then in the 
world, there being none at that time for fame and 
greatneſſe to becompared to it. 

In that it is called Sodowe and Egypr, it is fpiritual- 
ly (as he ſaith) ro be ynderſtood: {tis called Sodome, 
in regard of the filthinefle and abhominations there- 
in;by reaſon of their Sodomitrie,their whoredomes, 


| 9 - 
and abhominable vncleannes of men with men,and 


{all manner of all other ſuch like wretchedneffes, 


Bg97p:,in regard of the perſecutions of Gods Chil- 
dren, alluding to the perſecutions whereby the E- 


£yptiens kept the Children of 7/rael in bondage., The 


place 


— 


_—_—_ 


—< A” 


| Cap.1 I # whole Reuelation of S*.lohn. 


_—___—_ 


place where Chrift was Crucified, is wit, Jernſaiem, 
ſo called and attributed to Reme, in that Rome brags 
of it ſeife, as 1erz/alem did, to be the moſt excellent 
profeſſor of Chriſts religion; the onely Sion, the 
Church, and beloved of the Lord; albeit indeed it be 
nothing leſle; nay, it is rather hated of God, as Jers- 
falem was, crucitying the Lord 1e/ws : So that theſe 
things doe notab]y agree with Rowe, the great City, 
that Sodomiticall perſecuting Church, yet preten- 
ding to be the true Church of God. 

After, it is ſaid, that their bodies lying three dayes and” 
_ | an halfe, that is, thfee yeares and a halfe vnburied, 
. | that is, a mocking-ſtocke, and triumphed-oner by 
| the wicked, they are then raiſed wp by the Lord,to wit, 
not thoſe that were ſlaine, butothers in their ſpirit. 
As 1ohn is ſaid to be Elias, becauſe he came in the ſpi- 
p rit of Elias, as it is ſaid, to wit, with the ſame bold- 
neſle and zeale that Elias did. 

They are taken into heawen : that is, ſeparate them- 
ſelues from the reſt of the Sonnes of men,which were 
wicked and worſhipped the Beaſt, going into ſuch 
- | places where they might ſerue the Lord. 
| Then followeth immediately, 4 fearefull Earth- 
quake, by which,the great City was ſhaken,and thetenth 
part of it onerthrowne. | | 
{ The ſecond Woe being paſt , the third inſueth, 
which followeth after the blaſt of the next Ape!l. 

The laſt Angell blew the Trumpet, which ſhall be tul- 
filled at the diſſolution of the world in the latter 
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day, when all ſhall be raiſed from the dead, when: 
| the Kingdomes of the world are committed into Me 


uy 


bands of Chriſt, & then ſhall be the accompliſhment 
| | | of | 
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2 4 plaine Explanation of the Apoc., 


i 


of his Kingdome, when hee ſhall give reward vnto 
his ſeruants the Prophets, to his Saints, and to all 
thar feare his name; and ſhall-render deftruttion vn. 
to hisencmies; and then {hall hee give vp his power 
vnto his father, and God fhall be all in all. And after! 
this,there ſhall be time no more:Then we ſhall baue Sunne 
no more, that is,we {hall haueno neede of the Sunne, | 
the rime (hall not be diſtinguiſhed by ir, we ſhall not 


be dire&ed by the light of it, for God himſelfe ſhall 
be our Sunne, God ſhall be our light tor euermore. | 


| Apoc. Cap.12.1- 
| £And there appeared a great wonder in heagen : A wo- 
man cloathed with the Sunne, and the Moone was un- 


der her feete, and opon her bead 4 crowne of twelue 
Starres, 5c. 
| 


Ere in this Chapter is ſet downe adeſcription 
of the Church, of which it is ſaid, there was 4 
great ſigne: noting the great eſtimation that 
God hath of his Church; which his great eftimati- 
| on of it, is ſet forth, in that ſhee is ſaid zo be cloathed 
with the Sunne, which is the moſt glorious creature, 
declaring and exprefling her exceeding glory in the| 
fight of God. | 
Shee had the Meone wnaer her feete : ſignifying her 
rule and authority ouer all the things below that are 
| ſubie& tochange, in that ſhe onely hath received of 
God power to ſubdue them, and {hee doth of right 
poſleſſe them; the wickedare vſurpers. 
( Jon her head ſheehad a Crowne of twelue Starres: 
ſhewing her Queenely Maieſtie , fhee being the 
| Spouſe 


_—— —_—_— 
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| Cap-12. mWhole Reuelation of 


we 


SF, lokn. | 53 


'$ poule of Chriſt,asalſo her vikory ouer all her,ene- | 
mics. 


Churchof the ewes; of whom this is teſtified in the | 


Euangeliſts, the 9. of the 4s of the Apoſtles, how | 


rearreliſtance therewas againſt our Sauiour Chriſt, | 
2oainſt the Apoſtles & the reſt, what greatand grie- 
uous perſecutions they then ſuſtained for the Goſ- 


pell-ſake, in the beginning of the primitiue Church, | 


becauſe they went about to beget, to bring, and to | 
draw Children vnto God out of the ſeede of _4bra« 


ham. | | 


Afterward, another great wonder is ſcene, to wit, | v3 - 


_ | 4 great Dragonz namely, the Diuell, compared to a 

Dragon, atid called the great Dragon, becauſe of} 
his great firength, and exceeding fierceneſle 3 for 
ſuch is the ſtrength of a Dragon, as that heis able to | 
gripe with an Elephant. 

He is deſcribed to haue ſeaey heads and ten hornes; | 
by ſeauen heads noting his great wiſedome, know- 
ledge, and vnderſtanding of things; as alfo it fignifi- 
eth bis wit, and ſubtiltie to refift the Church, and to} 
make more miſchiefe againft che ſeauen Churches, 
that is, all the Churches of God:And his rexne hornes. 
| fionifieth his will and power to doe mach hurt to 
| them. 

His Crowes fignifie his victory, in prevailing a» 
oainſt the world, to wit, ouer thoſe whom God hath 
not ordained to ſaue, whoſe names are not written 
in the Booke of life, and for this cauſe he is:calledthe 
Prinse of the world, becauſe he hath the greater part | 
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{having ſome feeling alſo, being yer not Sealed, are 


4 plaine Explanation of the Apoc, 


With his tayle he ouerthroweth may) Starres; noting, 


| thac there are many like vnto Starres in outward | 


ſhew , being graced with notable gifts, and being as 
it were lifted vp to heauen by the knowledge chey 
had, and the notable profefſhon they made of God, 


by the cayle of the Dragon, that is, by ſmall power and 


fall from the faith. 
After, he ſaith, He food before the Woman ; noting, 
that heſetteth himſelfe very fiercely and ſharpely a- 
gainſt the womay, that is, the Church and Children 
of God, whoſe names were written in the Booke of 
life: And therefore hee is laid to wart on the woman, 
firſt, to hinder her that (hee ſhould not bring forth, 
and then to deuoure them at the leaſt when they 
were brought forth, that is , when they have beene 
called,and made profefhon ofthe truth,and are made 
members of Chriſt by faith ; even then is hee ready 
moſt ſtrongly to aſſault them,to ouerthrow,if it were 
poſhble, the foundation of their faith. Where hee 
compareth the Dinell to an en#iow Add-wife, oppo-! 
fing him to a good Mid- wife; for as ſhe is carefull to- 
helpe the woman in trauel!, and to ſaue the Childe; 
ſothe Diuell contrariwiſe is ready to hinder and hurt 


very | 


the Church, and to deftroy her leede. | 
Whereas the Church is ſaid ts brizg forth a Man- 
Childe; itis firſt meant of Chriſt,and then of hismem- 


{bers and ſervants in the beginning of the Church, 


whom now hee hath ioyned vnce him in his king- 


| 


that valiant one, who albeit hee was ftung on the 


light temptations, pulled backe from the ſame, and | 


| 


dome, but principally itis to be vaderſtoed of Chriſt, | 


Crofle | 


—_—__C _— ———— 


| Cap. 12, hole Reelation of of Tobn. 


_ IE _ 


— 


Crofle by he Serpent,. yet euen thereby hee ouer- 


victory, triaumphing ouer the diuell, ouer {inne,and 
| ouer all his enemies, and the enemies of the Church, 


| #en, he meaneth the militant Church of God,vnder 
the Goſpel}, whichis the part of Gods kingdome,for 
the kihgdome of God which is begun euen in carth, 


Chrift, and with him bis Angels; namely, the godly 
Saints,with the goed Angels on the one ide, and on 


ly,the wicked ſpirits and wicked men.But the godly 
ouercome the Dragon and his Angels : the meanes 
whereby they ouercome, is through the bloud of 
the Zambe, which is their principall armour; being 
ſuch, as that albeit they themſelues were killed, not- 
withſtanding by reaſon hereof, they were made con- 
querours,and were now receiued into the kingdome 


dome... Which thing when Sathan ſaw, as namely, 
thatnow he had loſt all his aduantage,asit were,and 
that hee could have nought to doe with them any 


| more, they being now triumphing in the kingdome 


of God, hee waxeth mad as it were, and rageth a-| 
gainft the earth more fiercely then before. 4 
And hereupon, the Elders, and the reſt of Gods 
Children in heauenare broughtin, reioycing atthis 
victory, and ſaying, peace in the heauen;that is, tothe 
Children of God, that were then delivered, but woe to 
the earth; that is,to the inhabitants ofthe earth, be 


cauſe that they ſhould haue much to doe, and ſuffer 


| 


The principall in this battell is farft Adichael, to wit, | 


the other fide, the Dragon with his Angels; names | 


of heauen , and Sathan is throwne out of the king. | - 


| Y 
came, and after was taken vp to heauen , and had| 


_L2 ' great 


Then itis ſaid, there was 4 battellin heanen; by hea- yer 7 
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| ſhewed toconraine ſo many yeares. 


| downe in the ſixt verſe, and the perſecution where. ) 
| by the Dragon purſued her that ſpace,is meant thoſe 


5.4 


Poc 


old 


A plaine Explanation of che 


— 
— a 


great trouble, for ſeeing Sathan by the conſtant in- | 
during of thoſe that had giuen their liues in the de- 

| fence of the 1rath, perceiued that hee had got ſuch a 
foile, he therefore rageth againſt thoſe chat remaine, 
and for this caule it is ſaid, woe is thews os the earth; 
; nor that they ſhould periſh, bur onely ſhou]d bee | 
greatly afflicted through the malice ot Sathan and 
his inſtruments, | 
Now then it is ſaid, that bee perſecuted the woman; | 
that is, the Church : in perſecuting the Church,(he 
hath a place appointed her in the Wildernefle, whis| 
ther ſhe flyeth for one thouſand two hundred and 
ſixty dayes, the time we have heard before to haue 
beene during the fpace of the hard dealing with the 
two Prophets, wherein they prophecied which wee 


By this flight of the woman into the Wildernefle 
for one thouſand two bundred and lixty dayes, ſet 


perſecutions in generall which followed againſt the 
whole Church during the continuance of thoſe | 
| yeares, which in the next verſes hee fetteth downe | 
particularly and ſeueraliy. 


v7 I 


And firſt he ſerteth' downe the particular perſecu- ! 
tion of the Church of the 1ewes in the thirteenth and | 
fourteenth verles, and then ofthe Gemtiles, in the ſea- 
 uenteenth Verſe, For the Church of the 7ewes, the | 
perſecution thereof is-expreſiedin that it is ſaid,thar | 
*he perſecuted her that brought forth the man-childe,but | 
the Lord deliucred her from being deuoured ofthe 


| Dragon. 


_—— 
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| In that tt is ſaid, ſhe being this purſued, hath for her m_ 
aclizerance, wings ginen her to flye away into a Deſert 
for two times, a itme, and balfe a time ;; it notably de- 
ſcribeth that ftrange deliverance of the Children of | ; 
God which were in Jer»/alew, before the ouerthrow 
of it, who (as the ſtory witneſſeth) being warned by 
the voice of God from heauen, did withdraw them- 
ſelues for a time into a City called Pefa beyond 1o7- 
| day,in the Wilderneſſe, where they did continne for 
the ſpace of three yeares and a halfe, vntill 7eruſalems 
were deſtroyed. | | 
| Whereas the Dragon « ſaid is caſt out waters againſt [Ver-1f- 
the Church, it noteth the great multitudes of people, | 
for ſoit is often vſed in the Scriptures, (as alfoatrer- | Cap, 17.1.5. 
terwards) which afterwards thy Dinell raiſed vp to 
deuoure and conſume the Church of Chriſt in the 
intancieof it. But in that the earth is ſaid to helpe the | 
woman, it noteth, that howſocuer the Lord ſuffererh 
the Diuell.ro raiſe and ſtirre vp many enemies and 
aduerfaries againſt his Church, yet alſo hee hath his | | 
meanes for the deliuerance of his children by the 0» | | 
uerthrow of their enemies, deftroying them in the 
middeſt of their fury, and caſting them into heir | 
 graues. | 
And laſtly, the Dragon hauing donetheworſt be 
could againit the Church of the 1ewes,again{t Chriſt 
_ | himſelfe,bis Apoſtles and Diſciples,he followcrth and | | 
proceedeth with mortall enuie and indignation to | 
purſue their ſeed, that is, the Church of the Geztzles, | 
who were called by their miniſtery, and are alſo of | I 
| the ſeed of {braham, though not according to the | 


- 
—_— — — 


\ 


| Cap. 12. whole Revelation of S.lohn. | 
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Aplaine Explanation of the Apoc 


Apoc. Cap. 131. 


| 


tenne crownes, and vpon bis beads the name of blaſ- 
phemie, exc. 


| He Prophet hauing ſpoken before, that the ſeed 

of the woman, to wit, the Church of the Gen- 

tiles was perſecuted of the Dragon : hee now 
declares the manner and meanes of the perſecutions 
and the troubles which befal! the Church. The in- 
| ftrumentall cauſe is here ſet out to be the Beaſt, 
which is'the Emperour of Rome, who is ſet forth by 
him, comming out oi'the Sea; whereby is meantrhe 
great ſtormes, troubles, and tempeſts that the Beaſt 
{hould raiſe vp : By which tempeſts , are expreſled 
and meant the great tumults which thould ariſe both 
betweene the wicked themlſelnes, as it came to paſle 
in the Empire of Rowe, for they had amongſt them- 
ſelues many and long warres, and prieuous troubles 
anddifſentions, as appeareth inthe hiſtories ; as al- 
ſo it noteth the troubles and affliftions , which the 
| Church ſhon!ld receine by them , for the Church 
muſt needs be partaker of this milery (though per- 
aduentvre it benot immediately alwaies tended a- 


——— 


; gainft rhem)yet they living vnderthe Empire where | 
theſe troubles were principally, cou!d not but needs | 


alſo feele the ſmart thereof. Afterwards the troubles 
; arealſo immediately directed againſtthegodly them- 


| ſe]ves,particularly by the ſword, by fire, and by ſore 
| perſecutions, which are declared to ariſe and come 


__—_— _ 


| from the Beaſt. A 


And 1 ſaw 4 Beaft riſe out of the Sed , baning Hhiw' 
| beads, and tenne hornes , and wpon hu hornes were | 


CIOS nuns i 3 DR Nu 3 oe 2 maT hed 4 ts x re RE — 
POE. ex STEIN) v. Ln 55 > k - 7 I 
OE FE OST OL OUVYTOEP IEEDS, . A 
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a Leopard; noting his marueilous ſwiftneſſe and rea» 
 dinefſe to doe miſchiefe to the Church, and to de- 
roy it; as allo ſhewing his cruelty towards the peo- 


| Cap.1 "— whole Reuelation of S',Tohn, 
| A Beaſt lo he is tearmed,being here deſcribed and 


the furioulneſſeand madnefle of the Empireof Rome, 
and the Emperors ; ſignifying that there was no- 


even eſtranged from all courteltes of men. 
Secondly, hee is more particularly noted , what 
manner of Beaſt he was like vnto, :# wit, he was like 


ple of God. 

The Pawes of 4 Beare; noting his rauenouſneſle , as 
being ready, ſo, able to catch, to apprehend and lay 
hold of the things he deſired. . 

The month of a Lyomj{hewing that he was cruell and 
ſtrong to deuoure and to deftroy. 


the Diuell, ſignifying the greatneſle of his crueltie, 
for (as it is in the twentieth Chapter ) the Lord that 
he might ſave his people, being now in their cradle, 


repreſented vnder the forme of a Beaſt, becauſe of 


thing almoſt of humanity in him, but that hee was 


He had the power of the Dragon gines him; that is,of 


from being ouer-runne and devoured of Sathan, had 
firft ſhut vp the Diuell into the bottomleſle pit,thart 


| 


other, 10wit, vpon the Rowane Emperour , who was | 


iniury he could, in proſecuting the Chriſt. 


— 


ing himſelte thus ſhut vp, that as it werein his owne 


the denouring of the Church art his pleaſure, hee 


hee might not practiſe that hee would againſt the | 
' Church, which thing the Diuel| perceiving, and ſce-| 


| perſon, hee could not as hee defired be employed in | | 


caſts as much of his owne power ashe can vpon an 


as it were, his deputy, to the end he might doe that. 


Seauen 


3 
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| according to his authority, whereby hee rule 


| doe that hurt : And his Crownes ſignifie that great 
| effe&t which that great wit and power of his ſhould 


| Crowves and the Dragons, forthe Dragon had them| 


© x 


A plaine Explanation ofthe Apoc.| 


Seauen heads; (ignifying bis exceeding wiſedome 
and pollicie ro doe hurt,which ſhould be very pears 

ouer 
the whole world. His hornes ſignifie his power to 


take,in preuailing againftmen,rs wis, that hee ſhould 
vanquilh and ouercomein his miſchietes : Notwith- 
ſtanding there is great difference betweene his | 


| on his heads; thar is, the Diuell hath this power of 


{ Which is ſpoken after the cuſtome and manner off 


himſclfe properly to doe hurt, exerciling it as from | 


ſelfe, but doth borrow his power from the Dragon.) 


thoſe Kings and Princes, which hauing abſolute au- 
thority, weare their Crownes on their bare heads, | 
thoſe that be Viceroyes,and haue an abſolute autho- 
' ritie; weare Coronets indeed but on their Caps,as-it 
is vſcdin forraine Gountries, and as itwas the pra-| 
| Riſe in thoſe dayes. 


| Afcer,heis ſaid to have the name of Blaſphemie,de-| 


 claring,that the Emperours ſhould be ſuchas ſhould 
| blaſpheme God, in calling themſelues Gods, and ta-| 
| king the worſhip of God vnto themſelves, as Caligs- 
| 4 and others moſt wretchedly and blaſphemouily 
did, like to Hlexander the great in the Monarchy. of 
| the Grecians, which did arrogate this title to him- 
| ſelfe,to be called God. AS 


; himſelfe: the Beaſt hath them vpon his hornes,thar is, | 
| the Emperour doth not exerciſe. his authoritie and 
power againft the Church immediately from him-f 


In that hee faith, he had pon his head the name 0, 
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 ſtome of the Prieſt, who had written vpon his head, 
honor to the Lord; fo contrariwiſe,this Beaſt had writ- 


Tabernacle, that is, did fpeake euill of the Church 
| of God, and contemned it. And whercas it is ſaid,he 
blaſphemed thoſe that awell in heauen; it noteth, that 
not onely in generall hee did ſpeake euill of Gods 
Church, but he did euen maligne the particular per- 
ſons which make profeifion of the truth of God, as 
appeareth in the hiſtories. 

After, this Beaft is ſaid to hane a woundin one of his 
heads; that is, thought to be accomplilhed jn the 
time of Nere, who was the laſt of the chiefe Empe- 
rours of that race, which was wounded, being eucu 
cut off by their euill and wicked lining, and eſpect- 


thought their Empire was like to come to confui- 


beene vpheld and maintained by the diſcreet coun- 
| ſeil of thoſe that followed, which were more wile, 
politique, and ſubtill then the other , notwithſtan- 
ding they were wicked men : So that by theſe it was 
reſtored againe, yea, though it were cuen almoſt paſt 

hope; yet it was ſuddenly reuiued, and that in ſuch 
 ſorr, that allmen wondred art itz and hereby they at- 


the fall, was ſo ſoone and fo ſtrongly fortified, wher- 
upon they are moued io worſhip the Beaſt and to ſay,who 


blaſphemy written; hee oppoleth to that contrary cu-| 


ten on his head blaſphemy againſt God. And hee did 
not onely blaſpheme the name of God, bur alſo his 


ally by the cruelty of Xers, inſomuch thar they | 


on; which indeed had comets paſſe, if it had not} 


tained ſuch credit as they did, for it was maruellous | 
in the tudgement of men, that a Kingdome ſo neere | 


v3. 


& like the Beaſt ? 
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Vers: | were living in that time, whoſe names were not written 


V-9- 


i ken, and which after he is to ſpeake, to the terror of 


| and of the godly. And he faith, if any leade into cap- 


fhould be meaſured to them, and asthey haue dealt 


patiently alſo wait tor the accompliſhment of thoſe 
[1udgements of God vpon their oppreſlors. | 


A plaine Explanation of the 


 Andthele that wondred, are drawne away tofol- 
{ow the Beaſt;which are deſcribed to be thofe which 


Ho 


in the Booke of life of the Lambe,which was ſlaine, which 


| Booke is frem the beginning of the world: nor that 
it is here meant of Chriſt, tobe flatwe from thebegin- 
ning, for that cannot be lo directly gathered our of 
(this place. 


; Theſe things thus deſcribed, hee warneth them | 


of the iſſue, and firſt hee moueth attention ; 1f any 
an ({aith he) h«th an care to heare, let bim heare; wil- 
{Jing them thereby, to take heed to that which 1s ſpo. 


| the wicked, and the comfort and good of the Saints, 


tinity, be foall be led inte captinity , ee. to (hew, that 
what meaſure they haue meted to others, the lame 


with-others, ſo they ſhould be dealt withall them-! 
ſelues. 


| 


| 


And in this poiat (ſaith he) tandeth the fab and 
patience of the Saints; faith, to belecue that God will 
bring this 1udgement on the wicked ; their patience, 
1n thar vpon this aflurance of this wttice of Ged v 

'on the wicked, they ſhouid patiently beare thoſe 
correftions and troubles which (hall befall chem,and 


Ang thus farre of the iudgements which the 
Church of the Gemtiles ſhould ſuffer by the crueltie 


1of che Rowan Empire. 


| Afterward follow the troubles that befall the] 


Church, | 
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red and fer forth varo vs: namely, in chat it is ſaid, 


that howloeuer this other Beaſt of Rowe be moſt 

brutith and voide of humanity and vertue : And! 
this is to be vnderſtood of the Pope,for he proteſſeth 

himſeite to be the ſeruant of ſeruants, bur in deed 

and practiſe he maketh himlelfe Lord of Lords, and 

this 15 not onely to be vnderftood of one in that ſeat, 

but of all that ſucceed him , and that rake his part, 

and which are of his Hierarchy. 


His effe&s doe follow, io wit, firſt chat hee ſpake 
hike 4 Dragon; noting, that the chiefe miſchicte which 
ſhould come to the Church by kim, ſhould be by 
his teaching and inftruting them in that falſe do- 
Arine whioh hee ſhould receive from the Dragon, 
which ſheweth that beis a falſe and lying Prophet, 


of lyes, which is the Diuell. In that hee cauſed the 
earth to worſhip the firſt Beaſt, is meant, thar ſub- 
ieRtion which he did pretend to the Empire in out- 
ward ſhew, and ſo farre forth onely as his profir 
would ſerue, albeit indeed he doth exalt himfſelfe a- 
boue the Emperours. 


the Romane Empirez for towards the end,the Romane 


beit in ſhew they would pretend to giue ſubieCtion 
to it,yet the Emperour had onely the name and title 
of authority to be called Lord, which we ſee indeed 
is, and was, but of ſmall reckoning; for the Pope 


. i 


| 55:3 Ma ſeemed | 


Church, by the Bilbop of Rome, who is hereby no- [ 


there _ another Beaſt like 4 Lambe ; tiggttying, [v.1l- 


as receiuing his office and dorine from the father John-9-44- 


| | | 
| Andhe did all that the firſt Beaſt could doe before his ' v1 - 
face, fignifying,that he makes but aieft and mocke at | 


Empire (ſhould fall before him and decay; ( thatal- | 
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| feemed rather to be Lord to himſelfe, as; wee ſee in 
the Hiſtories, thar the Emperours rooke many re- 
"Fro1ches and abuſes ofthe Pope; yea, the Pope did 
read on the necke'of the Emperours, vſurpingthat 
faying of the P/almiſt, Thou ſhalt tread on the Ader 
and the Aſpe, ec. yea, the Pope and thoſe that were 
vnder him, did asit were make an Anatomy of the 
Empire, for as the Anatomiſts doe firft take away | 
their fleth and then ivyne the bones and the other 
parts of the body together,&ſo make himlike a man 
againe, even ſo did the Pope deale with the Empire. | 
This Beaſt alſo nrade an 1mage in favour of the firſt 
Beaſt; ro which hee puta ſpirit , and the dead image | 
did ſpeake: Asit hathappeared to have beene done 
by them , that the Divell ſometimes did ſpeake in 
their images, to the il/uding of the wicked : ſome- 
times by other deceits and illuſions to beguile the 
imple. 
He alſo brought fire from heauen; alluding as it were, 
to the two good Prophets before, who are ſaid to 
haue cauſed fire to come downe from heaven, which 
is verrified ofthis falſe Prophet ; who did and doth | 
for the confirming of their talſe dorine, worke ma- 
ny counterfeit and fained miracles in the world. 
And laſtly it is ſaid he/bonld ſo prexaile inthe world, 
that none ſpould traffique, but ſuch as ſhould bane the 
marke of the Beaſt; which ſeemeth to bethe ſigning 
{ In the forehead at their Sacrament of confirmation, | 
which the Papifts doe ſoeſteeme of, as that they pres. | 
terre it before the Lords Sacrament : or elle they | 
{hould haue the name of the Beaſt, which is thoughs | - 
| to be their confeffion which they make to their Bi. | | 
{hops and Priefts. | The! \ 


—_—  — 
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| knowledge of it. Of which, diuers are of divers opi- 
| nions; as namely,thatit ſfgnifiech AxTaros latinas, but 


\ - S o 4 
” Firſt, then to give credence to that which was to 
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Cap. 14. whole Revelation of S*Tohn. 


wherein is che {peciall wiſedome of Popery, andit is 
faid to be the number of a man; that is , hee muſt be a 
learned man among them that muſt come to the 


 thar is too Caballifticall, the meaning whereof being 


| Apoc. Cap. 14.1. 


Then 7 looked, and loe, a Lambe ftood on mount S10v, | 


hauing his fathers Name written in their forehead, 
_ | | 


"THe Prophet. hauing declared the fearefull 
indgements to be execured on the earth by 
the min of Reme, hee doth here arme Gods 


tion of them: 


be ſpoken, here 1s ſet forth the deſcription of Chriſt, 

and his Church militant. | 
Chriſt is here compared to a Lawbe, both becauſe 

of his meckenefle and humilitic , and eſpecially. by | 

reaſon of his ſuffering, and hisoffcring of himſcife to 

| death vpon the Crofle for vs. 


helpe his Church. As Stephen , As 7aw Chrift 
| ſtand at the right hand of God : not that Chriſt doth 


and with him an hundreth, fortie and foure thouſand, | 


Children by the promiſes of mercie inthe preſerua- | 


Hee is faid to fand ; ſignifying his readinefſe to 


alway ſtand in beauen, but it noteth out vnto vs his | 


» FO proneneſſe 


i 
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Ye {inoleft thing Is the number of the Beaſt, -yer1s. 


X£Ss. 


nor as certainely yet attained vnto, though very | 
' probably gueſſed at by many, is to be pretermitted. | | 
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| great number of Gods Children on the face of the 


- | be tolde. And this ſame number of the Gentiles in 


Ver 


\ 


Þ.3 


| had a ſong, and their voice is1aid to be like the voice 


| mony and mellodious voice of the Children of God, 
| and their vnity and conſentin the praylſes of God. 
| 


| invention, as being onely the worke of Gods ſpirit, 


| A plaine Explanation of the 
proneneſſeand willingneſſe to doe good to his, and. 
to reuenge their aduerſaries. 
In mount Sion; that is, his Church, ts wit, the hea-' 
| uenly 7eruſalem, to the good & helpe of his Chureh, 
| to deliver them fromtheir enemies. | 
| Then is ſet downe his 2raize, in the ſame number | 
; that is ſpoken of in the ſeauenth Chapter, viz. one 


| thouſand foure hundred and forty, fignitying the 
| earth in that time; yet not ſo great, but that it might 


| theſe times of perſecution, is noted to be as many as 

| ofthe 7ewes, that were ſealed vp to life euerlaſting. 

| And thercfare it is acertaine thing that the num- 
ber of Gods children in the time of perſecution is 

but ſmall, in regard as at other times, for then they 

are without number, as it is ſaidin that ſeauenth 

Chapter. | 

| Theſeare deſcribed by their effe&ts,to wit,that they 


| of mayy waters ; that is, was a very great voice, and 
' made a great ſound, yet ſo comfortable, as ifit were 
the voice of harpers; which ſheweth the notablehar- 


A new ſong; that is, paſſing the capacitic of mans 
and onely giuen them by the worke of their regene- 
ration; for they onely. that are regenerate can fing 
new ſongs,acceptable to God, ſo that no other man | 
whatſocuer, though neuer ſo wiſe , neuer ſo witty, 
neuer ſo cunning in Muſicke, can ſing pleaſantly 

| vnto | 
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 Cap.14. TWhole Revelation of S*. John, | 
| vnco God, vnlefle they haue the ſpirit of regenera- 
tion. 
FYirgins, that is, thoſe that were kept vndefiled "We 
from ſpiricuail fornication, and corporall vncleane- | | 
eſſe, which had no guile in their mouth, and were ' 
 vnblameab(ein the (ight of God; not that they were ' 
 aitogerher without guile and fine, but thar they | 
| were accepted asrighteous in Chriſt, that as Chriſt | 
was withour ſpot, ſo were they, as having the righ- 
teouſneile of the Zambe imputed vnto them, and 
their linnes to him, 
| Afterward, codraw credit to the Prophecie, hee 
ſaith, be ſees enether Angell flic through the midſt of | y.6. 
[/ heaven, euidencly,with the everlaſting Goſpel; lignify- 
ing, that afrer that, in that one chouſand rwo hun- 
 dred and ſjxty,the Goſpell ſhould nor be cleane hid- 
| den,but that there {ſhould be an Angell, ro we, ſome 
Miniſters char ſhovid fore-warne them to rake heed 
of on Beaſt,and not to be dehiled with his vncleane- 
 nefle 
 Aﬀeer, another Angel] followeth,which nll | 
the deſtrudtion of Babion; ſaying , Babilon s fallen; vs. 
which noteth, that een in thoſe times there ſhould | 
be ſuch, which by the Miniſtery of the word ſhould | 
denounce the overthrow and ruime of Babell , that 
| is, of Rome, that howſocuer it ſeemed ftrong and yn-|. 
moueable in the fight of the world, yet ic ſhould fall | 
andcome to fern: and it is twice repeatced,to 
ſhew the certainty of ir. 

Athird Ange!ldenounces the wdgements of God 9. 
| againſt the worſhip ppers of che Beaſt, & of his i Image, 
| zo w#,thoſe that did yeeld chemlelues tothe Idolatry 
ofthe Beaſt. Theſe | 
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2 Angels, and before the Lambe, ſignifying the cer- 


V.(2. 


[3 
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| 4 blaine Explanation ofthe Apoc. 


| Theſethree meſſages are done by diuerie kindes 
| of Meſſengers and Miniſters; ſhewing that the gifts 
of God are diuerſe in his Miniſters; as namely, ſome 
of exhortation, ſome of denouncing iudgements a- 
| gainſt the vngodly; of which ſort this laſt is. [n that 
he ſaith chey ſhould drinke of the Wine of the wrath of 
God; it ſignifieth (as he expoundeth it) that they 
ſhall be rormented with Fire and Brimſtone, they 
{hall be burnedin hell, and that cuen before the holy 


' tainty of that judgement in hell,as alſo that it ſhould 
| beſuch, thar it might eaſily be diſcerned ,and was e- 
' uident to be ſeene of the Lambe, and of the Angels. 
! The time of this 15 ſaid to be for ezermore, not for a 
| ſhort ſpace, or for a definite time; bur it ſhould bee 
| without ceaſing and withoutend. 7 
After, hee commerh to declare to the Church of! 
| God, the comforts that ſhould come to them by de- 
; ſcribing their eſtate in this world, and in the world 
| to come; and then ſhewes the execution of the 
' tudgements vpon the vngodly, 

| Forthe Children of God, it is ſaid, thatin this life| 
there belongeth vnto them parzerce, and fa/th,which ! 
' their faith bringeth forth obedience to Gods com-| 
' mandements,and cauſeth their patiexce to continue. 
| After this life it is ſaid, there ſhould come reſt from 


| 


| their labours, and their good things ſhould follow them; 
| thatis, their affictions, perſecutions, their patience 
| and bolinefle of life ſhould not ſtay behinde them, 
| but thould follow them; that is, they ſhould haue 
(them recompenced to the vtmoſt in heauen. 
Concerning the wicked, their indgements follow. 
Firft, 


then ready for the Sicklez ſo when the wicked are 


[ to be cut off by the Sickleof Gods vengeance: And 


CCD EO ee een. 


ry, in the execution of his judgements. 

He is a created Angell, not the Angell of the Co- 
uenanrt, as appeareth in that he is ſaid 79 he like 4 ran; 
and aifo for that heis commanded by another, which 


put tn his ſharpe Sickle, ( which is the word of God, 
being the power of God vntodcftruRion to all thoſe 
that beleeue not) into the world, becauſe the time 
is come, for (faith he) the harweft # ripe,and the corne, 
(that is, the world) & dry. Where the world iscom- 
pared to drye Corne, for as Corne when it is dry, is 


come to their full ripeneſle in fin,they arethen ready 


as dry ſtickes are fit for the fire, euen lo they thatare 
dried anddead in their ſinnes,are fit matter for Gods 
iudgemeits to burne to deftrution z which noteth 
the fearctull iudgement to be executed on the vngod- 
ly for worthipping the Beaſt. 

Another indgement followeth, more fearctull, al- 
beit in ſhew it belike the former, and that is of the 


| 


| 


' 


 ſkruftion. And when he had cut them, he is bidden, 


| fimilicudetaken fromthe vſe of choſe, who when they 


other Angell that hath a ſickle, wherewith hee is bid- 
den to cut the Grapes downe: Hee is.not bidden to cut 
them with a little knife (as is the vie of pruning the 
Grapes) but with a Sickle; noting a more fierce de- 


he ſhould preſſe them in the Yinc-preſſe of Gods wrath: A 


haue gathered their Grapes, caft them into the Vine- 
preſſe to be trodden and preſſed out,cuen fo ſhould 


.- Firſt, it is faid, there comes 4n Angell owt of a Cloud in| 
white; tignifying his zeale which he had in Gods glo-| 


was the Sonne of God : And hee is commanded to| 
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| {hand by-hand,and one Cluftef by another; which| 


| deth alſo tothe execution ofoffenders, which wſeth 


| of our miles, or more : Notin; 
| wrath of God vpon thoſe offenders,and the Neal | 


4 þlaine Explanati on of the 


hey | be trodden downe,and eru{hed with the iudge- 
|ment and wrath of God : And this muſt be done! 


ApCc, 


 fignikerth a more notable iudgement : In reaping 
Corne,men vie i many together, bur theſe | 
Grapes mult be gathered one by one ; {hewing they - - 
fierceneſſe of this ivdfgement ro be exp 
uery one of them particularly.  - © | 
Troden ont Th Cit; that is, among the wicked: 4 
outgf the Church, alluding tothecuſtome in thoſe| 
Countries,wherethey had their Wne-preſſcsto tread 
their Grapes without the City : And here hee allu- 


ro be.dofie without the City : fo this iudgement 
ſhould be done without the Church, Noting, that | 
this onely was tobe execute vpogyie vngodly « con-| 
temners.. - 

The Se" of this i ement is agprauated,ith 
that the bloud ſhould bein _ iBundance.,and 
deepe, that a way riding init, it ſhould reach te the bri- 
dles of the Horſes, for the diſtance bf one t inkre s 
fixe hundred furlongs, which is abour three h = 


, the exceeding g 


PRE which they ſhould ſuffer. # «| 


| 
: 


| 
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TY 7 Apoc. Cap.1y.1,. 
And 1 ſaw another fignt in heaxen, great and mar wei- 
lows, ſeauen Anzels baving the ſeauen laſt Plagues _ 


|, 6y them s « fulfilled the wrath of « god, £76. , . 


| number of indgements which remained to be pou- 
| red og the earth®* 


ing beene ſet-before in the former 


Here 
$,25 well the fauour-to Gods Children, 


Chap 


-And firſt of heh uv 
rh worſhippers i in theKeſt Verſe, the executioners 


| whereof are in that Verſe ſaid to be /eaven Angels, to | 
| 945, 2 perfeR number to performe that worke; they 


are {aid to hangahe ſeaver ls? plagues; that is, autho- 
rity and power was giuen them to. execute that full 


 Andhaving Tpokenof the Miniſters of Gods 
gements, be Packetd alſo of the furniture and ar- 
ry of the iudgements of God; which he hath as it 


whre'! In ſtore againſt them. 


to the Lauary ofthe Priefts in the Temple, whereto 
he ſeemeth ro compare this , which was called a Sea 
in regard of the gram of it. 

Andit is called 4 See of Chrifall, or a glaffie Sea,be- 
cauſe it might be throughly looked into, and eui- 
dently diſcerned of the Children of God through 
Chrift. In the Sea is fire, which is the wrath and 
—_ of God, the matter of Gods fierce indignation, 


- -as iudgements againft the contemners of the |- * 
Power] hee proceedeth here in the declaration of | 
_ lame. 
meats againſt the Beaſt and | 


* And he calleth it 4 See mingled with fire; alluding þ | 


N-2 __and| 
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and the indgements which ſhould be raken out of 
this Lauer of Gods wrath, for as in the Lauer,in the 
time of the Law,there was water to walathe Prieſts, 
and to makethem cleane; noting the cleanenefle and 
vprightneſle char ſhould be in the Prieſts, and which 
all that ſhould be Priefts vnto God ſhouid receiue 
from Chriſt; euen ſo in this Lauer and Sea of Gods 


| 


| wrath, fire is ſaid to bez noting, that from hence 


ſhould come matter of iudgement to conſume and 
deſtroy the enemies of God. 

| After,it is faid,thatthe Children of God which had 
gotten the vitory ouer their enemies, did ſtand by 
rhis Seaz namely, to ſee and behold theſe fearcfull 
| judgements of God againſt the wicked;and thercup- 
| 0N,70 wit, on this occalion are ftirred vp to praiſe 
' the Lord, and they fing the Song of Moſes. and of the 
Lambe; namely, a Song of thankeſgiuing for their 
deliverance by the Lambe, ſaying, Great and maruei- 


. | loxcarethy workes, (3c. as1t they ſhould ſay; who w i 


that would not magnifie ſo mightic 4 King, ſo boly and fo 
| zuſt 4 God, whafor the glory of his name, and the revenge 
of bus Saints, hath ſuch a treaſury of indgements againſt 
his enemies, which now in Chriſt he bad made manifeſt 
wnts them ? 


——— 


ring that they come by the authority and comman- 
| dement of God, and therefore that cheir ambaſſage 
was certainely and neceflarily to be accompliſhed, 
| Andthey are cloathed with white; ſignifying their in- 


thing which they executed vniultiy or wrongfully, 
| = but 


/ 


After, it is ſaid, that theſe ſeaven Angels come out of 
| the Temple; that is, out of the preſence of God,decla- 


tegrity and vprightneſle, ſhewing that there was nos | 


| 


| 


— 


| 


| 


[ 
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bur thar it was rightand iuſt, howſocuerit mightap- 
peare vnro the ſonnes of men. 

They were gi#4c4; that is, prompt, fit, and' ready 
' to execute their meſſage, whereunto they were ap- 
pointed,” for ( as tae cuſtome was in thoſe dayes) 
chofe that had their cloathes girded vp to them,were 
| firter for any worke or- butineſle they went abour. 


theſe 1nferiour Angels are innocent and holy ſpirits 
vprightly performing that which is inioyned them, 
and as they are ready thereunto, ſo they doe n6- 
thing without the ſpeciall caliing or commandemetit 
of God, and without a particular Ordinance from : 
God, tor their charge and funCtion is laid vpen'them 
either immediately from God himſelfe,or elſe by the 
| Arch-Angels and thoſe which are the chiete An- 
els. . 
R Further,.it is ſaid, (har the Temple was filled with 
ſmoake that none could enter in untill the ſeauen Plagues 


God lo filled that place, that the Angels themſelues 
couid-not enterinto it; for by this ſmoake is meant 
the fulneſfſe of Gods preſence, and the full and:per- 
| fe glory and maicttic of the ſame, . as was in- the | 
Temple in the time of the Law, when that it was | 
firſt finiſhed, the glory of the Lord ſo filled the Temple | 
| with 4 (moake, that none were able to abide thercin ; no- | 
| ting, that he was well pleaſed with the building of ir: | 
| euen ſo herethe Angels being ſent forth to execute, 
thepreſence of God was ſo exceeding glorious, that | 
the. Angels could not be able to returne thither, ti! | 
they had finiſhed and fulfilledtheiudgements which | 
| DS} N3 they 


Or O_ 


To theſe 4nzels are ginen Vials; ſignifying, chat as v7. 


| of the ſeauen Apgels were accompliſhed : The glory of | 


$ 


VeCr.$. 
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I ene on Pm nn 


| execution oftheſe iudgements0 
| ble vnto him; as alſo that they were itreuocable,and| 
| alrogether inauoideablce. 


| Aplaine Explanation of the 
ent noting alſo that this 
t 


d, was accepta- 


they were ſent forth to doe : 


Apoc. Cap. 16.1. 


And 1 heard a great woice out of the Temple, ſajing to 
the ſeauen Angels, Gee Jour waies , ana poure ont the 
ſeaxen Fials f thewrath of God wpen the earth,evc. 


N the ſetting forth ofthe ivdgements of God vp- 
| | on the Beaſtand his worſhippers, wee haue heard 
in the former Chapter, that mention was madeof 
the Miniſters and Executioners of theſe iudgements, 
as alſo of the matter of the ſame. In this Chapter 
followeth the Execution of the Miniftery of theſe 
ſeauen Anpels. | 
| Andfirſt itis ſaid by the Apoſtle, that hee heard « 
voice out of the Temple, to the ſeanen Angels, which 
gaze ſpeciall authority onto them, commanding them to 
| powre ont their Fials. 

Thar they came forth of the Temple ; it noteth 
their full authority and ftrength to doe that worke | 


: | they werecalled vnto, and alſo that the iudgements 
| which they executed were irreuocable. | 


V.2.- 
- { they would not poure them out before they were 


And whereas the Pals being given them before, yet 
| commanded; more particularly it ſheweth the great 


haue thought, that having the Vials once giuen 
them,.they ſhould preſently haue proceeded to exe 


Apoce| 


| 


and {ingularobedience of the Angels. One would | 


 cution, but they would not, till they had ſpeciall 


commandement, 


Cap.16, mThole Revelation of S*. Tohn. 
.commandement. Teaching vs not to doe any thing 
wirhour ſpeciall authority, commiſſion , and com- 
mandement from God. 

Euen as a ſword, being committed into the hand 
of a Souldier by the Captaine generall, hee is not to 
ſmite before he be commanded to fight, and before 
the Trumpet be ſounded to battaile ; ſo though a 


execute any function, eſpecially publiquely, before 
hereceige a particular warrant and calling from God 
thereunto, Sawpſon, though hee had ſtrength giuen 
kim that he was able te haue defended the 1/raclires, 
-and revenged themof their enemies, yer he could not 
take vpon him the gouernement of the people, be- 
forethe Lord had called him vato it: In like manner, 
'the Miniſters of the word, albeit they haue never ſo 
notable gifts of Knowledge, Vtterance, &c. yet they 
are not in any caſe to intrude themſelues into the 
Miniſtery,vnleſſe they hauea particular calling from 
| the Lord. | 

Theſe Angels are bidden firſt in general] to caſt 


of all the Heauen, Earth, Sea, and all in them, in the 
execution : yet ſome- are more ſpecially comman- 
dedto be poured on the earth, becauſetheſe ivdge- 


The firſt Angell is ſaid to haue poxred ha Yidlwp- 
#nthe earth; whereupon there fell an exceeding great 
ſore of Biles on them that had the marke of the Beaſt, and 
which wor ſhippsd bis Image. T he Plagues of this Chap-_ 
terhane great agreement with the Plagnes ſet downe | 


| 95 


| 
| 


man haueexcellenr graces giuen him,yert he is notto | 


their Yials vpon the earth; that is,on the whole frame | 


| ments are intended againſt the wicked on the carth. | 
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intheeight and ninth Chapters, they. being like in 
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| the matter of the plagues, ſo alſo in the number : 


| 


| 


>» 
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A plaine Explanation ofthe =—Apoc«| 


the difference is, that theſe were headed with more 
fiercetokens of Gods wrath, and with a more heauie; 
indignation, becauſethoſe were executed on all the 
earth; not on the Perſons onely, theſe on the Per-| 
ſons, and that on the principall offenders onely,! 
namely, on the worſhippers of the Beaſt. = 


| 
So that here wee ſee the Lord executes his indge- | 
| 


ments by degrees ; firſt by Biles , not killing them, 
bur vexing them ontwardly, if happily thereby they 
might be brought to repentance. 
. The ſecond Angell poured hes Viall on the Sea, where-| 
upon the colour of it was turned, ſo thatit looked like black 
blood of death: So that God proceededin iudgement, 
they not profiting,hee now goeth on forward to pus 
nilh with death. Feb 
The third Angell poured hu Vial on the freſh waters, 
to declare that God left notes of his wrath on all the 
creatures of the world - ſo thar theearth and waters 


themſelues being thus iudged, did beare witneſſe of 


| 


| feſle thar Gods judgements againſt the wicked, are 


their finnes againſt them, 
On theſe two latter executions, the Angels of 
' the Waters take occal1on to acknowledgeand con- 


true, and holy, and inſt, as after followeth. For. as they 
bad ſhed the bloud of Goas Satnts, fo their bload alſo was| | 
ſhed, and they are faine(as the Egypizansdid,ro whom, 

| they were alluded) todrinke of the blond of the Riners, 
for ſo. (ay they) are they worthy; as before , hauing 

taken delight in the bloud of the Saints. 

|  AnotherAngel!, thatis, the third Angell which: 
was'in the San7ua7y, doth approue that which the 

| other, 


_—_— 


| Cap-16 b whole Reuelation of » John, = | 


other two had conteiled; for rheir office was ouer 

the Warers : noting, that the Angels of God hauc 

their particular places of gouernmear, wherein they 

execute their functions entoyned them of God. And 

leſt the wicked [hould ſeeme to thinke that God was 

i roo {harpe and ſevere in judgement againſt them, 
therefore not onely the Angels of the Waters, that 
is, of che freſh and ſalt waters,doe acknowledge,that 
the finnes of thoſe wicked men had delerued this 
and more; and therefore the indgement was iuſt, in- 

ſomuch as that they might ſee their very ſinnes in 

the ſame, as it were in capitall letters - but euen alſo 

thatother Angell,out of the SaniZ#ar7,doth affirme, 

that which theſe two had ſaid, and acknowledgeth 

Gods righteous iudgement herein. 

The fourth Angell cafis his Viall ow the Sunne; he- 
ting, that the ivdgement was not onely ontheearth, 
but in the heauen, by the diſtemperature thereof, 
throvgh the intemperate weather, as namely, the 
| extreame heat which ſhould procced from it, which 
ſhould ſearch the earth,and the men that were init wher- 
on ſhould come dearth, famine, (rc. 

And here the Euangeliſt aotes,that theſe worſhip- 
pers of the Beaſt , whether they had received the 
( marke of the Beaſt vpon the foreheads, thar is, were 


ued'it in their hands, that is, were private fauourers 
of the Beaſt and his Idoſatries, namely,whether they 
did open!y or privately or any way yeeld to the [- 
dofatry of the Beaſt of Rome; yet they repented not: 
fignifying, that whereas as yer, Gods iudgements 
were in his hand to remoue them if they repented, 


open profeſſors of the worthip of the Beaſt, or recei-| 


7 


| 


V3. 


or 
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4 þlaine Explanation of the Apoc; | 


| andenuious perſons vie to doe, who being troubled 


—— — 


| Church of God ſhould be tormented with ſpiritual] 
[and therfore by Euphrates here ſeemieth to be meant, 


| por Euphrates,whereby it Was dried wp; it noteth that 


or to double them if they did not repent: They ot- 
withſtanding for all theſe degrees of Plagwes , doe fill 
continue obſtinate ; yea, they proceed to vlaſpheme Goa,l0 
farre are they from repenting and gloritying God. 
And hitherto it ſeemes God began with the com- 
mon people; for as in his Plagues, he vſerh to begin | 
firft with his Church, then with the wicked; ſo in the 
wicked hee begins firſt with the lower and inferiour 
fort, and then followes with the more grieuous and 
principall offenders. . 

| The fift Angell poures ont hy Yiall on the ſeate of the 
Beaff; which is to be vnderftood of the Church of 
Rome; whereupon followes darkeneſſe, ro witanguiſh, | 
and trouble, and paine : which appeared in that 
they are ſaid to bite their romgues , as the malignant | 


or croſſed any way, will for anguiſh vexe them- | 
ſelues more. -— 
The fixt Angell powres ont hi Yiall on the River Eu- | 
phrates; viz. that defence wherewith this ſpirituall 
Babilon is environed and compaſled about; for by 
Babilon is vnderſtood Rome; for as in Babiloxthe chil- 
dren of 1/rael were kept both in ſpirituall and bodly 
ſeruitude; ſo by the finnes and Idolatries of the | 
Church of Aewe, .it hath beene ſhewed that the | 


bondage. Andthis Riuer Euphrates wasa river which 
compatiled and defended Babilontrom their enemies: 


the fort, firenght, and munition of the City and 
Chureh of Rowe. Whereas then he poureth his Y7all 
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-|Cap.16. whole Renelation of S. loin. 
the ſtrength and fort of Rowe was hereby greatly 
abated, and as it weretaken away. 

The reaſon of this is rendred, namely, that their | 
might be way made for the Kings of the Eff, who 
ſhould come for the aide and reliefe of this Beaſt of 
Rome; for whereas by this Iudgement, and by theſe 
Plagues, they thould haue turned vnto repentance, 
yet they would not, but in their diſtrefle would 


-| the Kings of the earth, and vſcall meanes of reconci- 
ſelues the Kings which were trom farre, making 


And whereas it is ſaid, that from the Dragon, that is, 
from Sathan;frews the Beaſt, that is,from the Empire; 
from the Prophet, that is, from that man of Rowe, the' 
| Pope,are ſemtforth three ſpirits: It noteth,that when 
they.ſhould lee themſelues thus defticute, made na- 
ked, and depriued of their defences and ſafeguards 
which they had before, there ſhould be a certaine | 
numbef of falſe Prophets raiſed vp by the Pope and | 
his adherents, which ſhould ftirre vp and fſolicice 


make rather all friends they could to beat one with | 
| ling chemſelues vnto them ; and ioyning tothem. | 


{ them their defendanrsand maintainers. Ive] 


Prophets are compared to Frogs, partly becauſe of 
their loud voice, and of that great'noiſe which they | 
| ſhould make, and whereby they ſhould be continu- | 
ally crying in the cares ofthe Princes, which thing | 
| wee [ce effeted by the Monkes, Fryers, andthe reft 
| of thoſe curſed Prophets, who are alwaiesperſwa- 
ding thoſe whom they would hane to toynethem- 
| feues vntothem, by theſe argamentsby defEnding 


heir holy Father the Pope;. of helping their boly 
i 1 Mother 


P—— 


\ o 5.3 


| 


the Kings to ioyne to the Church of Rowe. Theſe Falſe pphets 
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Mother the Church, &c. thereby ſtirring them vp| 
| againft Chriſt and his ſeryancs. Partly allo rhele falſe 
Prophets are compared to frogs, by reaſon of their 
great multicudes, wherein they come. 

And here Chrift comforteth and vphboldeth his 
Seruants, and warneth-them to' take heed to them- | 
| ſelues, that howfocuer the Beaſt, with his Prophers, 

thus proceeded,and made themſc]ues ftrong, by 10y* 
| ning to them the Princes of the earth; yet hee faith, | 


Verif| hee will come pon them 45:4 Thiefe; namely, at vna- 


| 2-01 2J-29-3y 
| hv 3622238 


{ wares to them. And therefore hee admoniſheth the 
Children of God to watch ; and keepe pon them their 
cleathes and their armonr left hee comming tn the night, 
foould fade them naked, beth to their ſhame, and to their 
deſtruction, they being maked to 4 indgements: allu- | 
ding to a Souldier, who- being naked and: without 
Armofir, when the enemie commeth mult needs be 
| flaine. : | 
And as they gather the Kings for theit afrſtance; lo! 
he alſo gathereth great companies together, and the | 
place he gathereth them to, is Harmazedaon; ligni- 
 fying the mountaine of deftruQion, which was the 
place where 19/iah was ſlaine,and a great overthrow 
| was pact to the 7/raelites by the King of EFgyprs | 
which fearefull and grieuous overthrow, the wicked 
| bragged at, and vſedto obie&t it againſt the people 
of-Gaod, which here he ſeermeth to-uime ar : as ifhee 
| ſhould ſay, that they ſhou'!d:bragge no moreagainſt 
| the Church- of God, becauſe they had fo fore an o- 
| nerthrow at that time, for which, there was ſo great 


| aJamentation, as it is (aid , that there was wener the 
- ke heard ; for enen as that place, was a place of de- | 


a 


ftrution' 
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ftie and terror of God: againſt his enemies, and his. 
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rution to-them, fo this ſhould be to theſe enemies 
of God; 


The ſeanenth Angell ponres bz Fall on the Aire,then | 


thereis ſaid ro come 4' vetce from the Temple, which 


was the vaiceot God : the effets whereot were won- | 
derful!; for it is ſaid, mat there followed in heanen aſt | 
fearefull thanders, lightuings, and voices, in the earth 
the carth trembled | 


a great Earth-quake ; whereby 
and ſhaked, which is ſaid to beſo fearcfull a: one, as 
neuer was before. Which noteth the fearefull mate- | 


mightie power whereby hee is able to ſcatter and to. 
deftroy thera. The words which the Voice vttered, 
aretheſe; 1: & done: to wit,the confummatrion of the 
vidtory of Chriſt over his enemies, the parts where- 
of are expreſſed, ſome in the words following,to the 
end ofthis Chaprer, and thereſt follow inthe other 
Chapters. | 

Then in the next words, it is ſaid, that the vitory 
of Chrift is in part wrought by the Earth-quake, the 
effets whercot are, firſt, chat the.great City was ſhaken, 


to wit, Rowe, called rhe great Ciry , by way of ex- 


cellencie, in that it. was counted the greateſt in the 
world, being the greateſt.in account, in fame , and 
eſtimation : according to our vſuall ,cutome, who 
call the moſt famous and chiefe City, by the name 
of-The Cty. * 4 mw 

And it is not onely ſhaken, and many Houſes 
throwne downe, but alſo itis dinidedinto three parts; 
that is, their power is ſcattered, the City being diui- 
ded andrent into many peeces by the Earch-quake : 


| 
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V.15. 


v.19. 


and nor onely this City, bur many! Cities of other 
| Nations, 


| 
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Nations, and the I{les alſo,to wit, other Countries 


| quakes, their power likewiſe and firengrh being ta- 
| ken away. | 


A plaine Explanation of the Apoce, 


——_— 


are hereby ouerthrowne, and the Mowntaines were not 
found, which victh to come to paſle in great Earth- 


Atterwards itis ſaid, that there fell great Haile-ſtones 
like Talents vpon men : and thele come, when by the 
Earth: quake they were terrified and ſcared out of 
their doores : for when they were diſlodged of their 
Houſes and all refuge, then the Lord poured out his 
judgements .on them, to breake their heads, the de» 
nouncing whereof before could not breake their 
hearts : ſuch was the Haile which fell oa the Egypii- 
ans, that whoſoeuer were without the doores,ſhould 
be killed cherewith : but here the Lord -dealeth more 
ſeuerely, for firſt he driveth them out of their How- 
ſes fromall refuge,and then poures the Hayle-ftones | 
vpon them : the cfte& hereof in them is, that they 
| blaſphemed God by reaſon of thegreatueſſe of the Hayle. 


Y.-- | Apoc-Cap. 17.1. 
Then there came one of the ſeauen Anzels, which bad the 
ſeanen Vials, and talked with mee, ſaying onto mee, 
Come : 1willſhew thee the damnation of the great 
Whore that fitteth pou many waters, C36. 


F the things that were reuealed inthe laſt Fel, 

that which followeth is a-part. Wee haue al- 

| ready heard of the ſummeot Chrifts iugge- 

ments on the City, and the men thereof. Now the 

Prophet proceedeth to declare the contents which 
further enſue of that Yiall. | 


| Firſt 
_ 4 


: / 


- Cap.17. whole Revelation of S©. Tohn. 


Firſt he ſaith, that an Angell (which was one of 
themchar poured out the Viall)came zo tell fohn what 
fheald befall the Harlot. Which teacheth vs, that the 
ſelke ſame Angels that are Executioners of Gods 
judgements vpon the wicked, are alſo Miniſters of 
| Gods mercie for the comfort of his Children. 
| He expounds the indgement of the Harlot, which 
* the Whore of Rowe; who is called a Harlor, in re- 
 gard of her abhominations and whoredomes, eſpeci- 

ally ſpirituall, in her Idolatries, as alſo bodily in her 
beaftly fornication : that City being rhe very pud- 
dle and finke of all filthineſſe and vncleanenefle. 

| Sheis called the great Harlot, becauſe all the Kings 
of theearth ſhonld goea whoring to her, eſpecially 
by committing ſpirituall fornication, which is Idola- 
try. And all the people alſo of their Nations, and all 
the inhabitants of the earth ſhould alſo take part in 
her filthy abheminations : and therefore Shee muſt 


Princes of the world, with their poupn and ſubie&s 
muſt commit adulcery, vncleaneneſſe, and all kinde | 


_=T 


needs be a notable Strumpet, with whom all the | nott 


of villany. ; v4 
In that 7oþn was carried againe by the ſpirit into the 
Wildernefſe; is meant, that albeithee had receiued all 


| vnderſtand and attend, by the ſpeciall dire&ion of 


| ; 


theſe things ( which were revealed to him before) 
by the ſpirit, yet for the further afſorance of the | 
things now to bedeliuered, he ſaith, that he 55 carried 
againe in the ſpirit; that is, heeis lift vp by a more (in- 
gular hand of God, that be might the more notably | 


Gods ſpirit, td the things now to be revealed. | 
And he ſaith, he ſaw a woman ſet upon « Beaſt, 
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| 104. A plaine Explanation of the Apoc.| 
Et. : By the woman is meant the City of Romegthe Beaſt) 

. | figniferh, firltihe Emperours only which were ciuil 
gouecrners:and ſecondly,the Pope,which tooke vpon, 


| | him both ccuiil and eccleſiaſticall gouernement : lo 
| that vpon ths Beaft ſhee i ſaid to fit 3 and therefore 


whereas he ſaith, be ſees the Harlot fitting on the Beaſt, 
| It is meant, that the honour of the City and Charch 
of Rome was to be maintained and vpheld by the | 
Emperours, the gouernours ciuill, and by the Pope, 
| which had both Ciuill and Eccleftaſticall authority, 
for both theſe are in this place ſer downe to be but 
. | one Beafs. | 
The Beaſt is ſaid to becolonred like Scarlet; ſignify - 
ing,cither he was aduanced to greathonour , or clſe 
noting his crueltie in murthering che Saints : but 
this thing afterward, Saint 7obhu more notably ſetteth 
downe, in that the1/hore her ſeife is ſaid to be red 
| . | wahthe bloud of the Saints ; noting , that as this was 
her Liuery,ſothe chiefeſt colour wherin this Church 
| | and this Beaft delighteth, is Scarlet, as appeareth by 
| | their vſage;for they vie to wearethis,tharthey might | 
| be knowneto be bloudy and cruel!, . 
It is further ſaid , that this Beaſ? ful of wares of 
: blaſphemie ; it is meant , that whereas before it was 
} aid, that the firſt Beaſt had a name of blaſj phemy,| 
| that is,was very cruel! & very blaſphemous,when he 
| irft roſe out of the Sea, which was verified by the 
| | examp!e of Caligula and others, that tooke on them 
the honour of Gog; yet this doth farre exceede him, 
| for heis tull of the names of blaſphemie , wis. blal- 
| phemous throughout, ſignifying an high degree of 
4 blaſphemie. -- bot - 1 
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| moſt faire ſhewes to looke to, but looke into them, 


' that he can alter the Scriptures, and make them no 


' . Heſpeakesalfſo of the Harlot her felfe, whom hee 
| faith to be arrayed in Purple aud Scarlet ; (ignifying, 
that ſhe was clad royally, purple being a mott coftly 
and Princely apparell;-her Scaries bedecked with gold, 
: precious ſlones and Pearles ; note the exceeding great 
riches of that Church of Rome. 
' Then followes that which (hee did , wiz. Shee had 
4 cup of Gold in her hand, bat within full of abhominati- 
| 985, and filthy whoredomes and fornications ; noting, 
chat without ſhe had a gorgeons ſhew, & was beauti- 
' full ro beho!d,but'within fullofal vncleanenes,as our 
| Sauiour Ghriſt ſaid of the Phatiftes, thas they cleanſe 
the-oat fide of the cup, but are all filthy within;which we 
ſee in the Church of Rowe; that without they haue 


and into their aftions,there is nothing but vncleane- 
neſle. 


| fignifying, that the chicte thing /hee protefſeth, is a 

Miſtery, namely, that /hee hath the Miſteries and (e- 
crets of God; yea, ſhce proteſſeth that all knowledge 
' and vnderftanding of Gods will is ſhut vp.onely in 
her breaſts,asin a cloſet : and therefore ( ſay they ) 


| 


| the Pope can change the Articles of the faith; yea, 


| Scriptures, and that he can make the Enangeliſts to 
| beno Euangeliſts, and thofe that are nor, to be. 

| She iscalled great Babilon,: becauſe of the reſem« 
| blance of that Bab#lon in the Eaſt,to this in the Weſt, 
principally. in regard of her great cruelty againſt 
| Gods Children. 


Cap.: 7. whole Reuelation of S. loho, _| 


Shee had in her forehead a name written, a Miſtery; | 
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| coloured with the blond of hs enemies; noting thereby 


{account of ſhedding the bloud of the ſervants of | 


|the Beaſt, and ſaith, chat he was ,and is not : It is ſaid 
{he is not,which hath been declared by the wound he 
_ {receiued, accompliſhed in the time of Nero: after ' 


A Plaine Explanation of the Apoc, 


ail, ſetting out her abhominable fornications , both 
(piricuall and bodily. | 

After, in that ſhes ſaid :# be drunke with the bloud 
of the Saints ; is ſet forth her cruelty and barbarouſ- 
neſle againſt the witneſles of Gods truth, in thar (he| 
is defiled, beſpotted, and embrued with the bloud 
of the Saints: As Chriſt is ſaid to come out of Edop, 


the reuenge he ſhould take of the Edomites; cuen fo | 
the Whore of Bab/len is dyed with the bloud of | 
Gods children; yea, {he is ſaid tobe dranke with their 
bloud,as with drinke;(hewing,that ſhe makes no more 


God, then the drunken man makes of pouring in 
drinke, or the fiſhes water. 

Tohn wonders at her;ts wit,not after that ſort which | 
thoſe doe which follow after, whoſe names were not 
written in the Booke of life; but hee wonders after 
another manner; namely, at the ſtrangeneſle of the 
thing, and at the firangenefſc of her abhominations. 
But the Angell askes him, wherefore maracileft thow 
at it ? 1 will (aith hee) zell thee the miftery, wit. the 
meaning of the Harlot, and of the Beaſt. And raking 
in hand co handle and declare the miſtery of them 
both, hee begins ( after the manner and cuſtome of 
the Hebrewes) with that which hee named laſt, wrz. 


| 


' whoſe time, the manner of governement,in regard 


A— 


of the familic which then ruled,was no more,all char 
family being worne out, and therefore the governe- | 
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}{hould have ſo many changes andalterations,in that 


| as it were, to deſtroy him and ouerthrow him, and 


 thatis, here is matter wherein thoſe that are wiſe 


And it is ſaid, that at the Beaſt all ſbould wonder,not as 


- 


riſe againe out of the depth, our of tae bottomleſſe 
pir, viz. out of hell, by the ſubtiltie and pollicie of | 
Sachan and his craftie inſtruments : and ſhould goe 
ro deftruftion, thart is, ſhould for all chis ſuddenly be 
deſtroyed, and not haue a continuall gouernement. 


lohn did, but with an admiration of it, the reaſon is, | 
becaule it was,and « noi, and yet is; that is , albeitit 


the Emperours ſhould be ſo often put downe and 
{laine (as appeareth by the hiftories) and others rai- 
ſed vp, neuerthelefle, the gouernement ſhould con- 
tinue ſtill; wherfore the men of the world,not know- 
ing Gods prouidence in theordering ofthele things, 
fhould hereby be drawne with admiration of the 
Beaft tocleave vnto it, confidering that albeit hee 
had receiued ſo many wounds and fo great puſhes, 


| 


yer did continue and was ableto ftand, and think- 
ingthatit was by his own power,they ſhould there- 
fore ſay, who & like to the Beaſt ? So that wee ſee that 


fore. 
Then it is ſaid, here is the minde that hath wiſedowe; | 


{hould occupie their wits and vnderftandings. 

After, he declareth what the ſeauen heads are, to 
wit, feauen hils; namely, that place where the City of 
Remee is (ituated, and amongh all writers, both Zatine 


ment was-ceaſed ; and yet notwithitanding ſhould 


this Empire which is here vnderſtood by the Beaſt, | 
{ was the ſame,but in other families, as is faid be- 


| & Greek, which ſpeake of ir,it is calledthe City of the. 
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2.6 9E it is ſaid, fine are fallen, that is, were dead : one was 


aterismert {hed Tohn into Pathmos; and he that was to come, was | 


A plaine Explanationofthe —Apoc. 


ſeauen hils, and none but it, is ſo namedin any;,cither | 
| old or new, Latine or Greeke Anthor. And therefore 
| howfoeuer the Papiſts would polt it ouer to Conftan- 

finople, where the Turkeis, as having rhirty hils, yet 
| thar wis of no account in the dayes when this was 
| written : Againe, that was neuer gouernour of the | 
| worid as this 18 called, and asit was in thoſe daves. 
| The ſeauen heads haue another expoſition giuen 
' them by the Angell, to be ſeauen Kings, that is, ſea- 


| en Gouernours and Emperours of the City, where- 


P urs | | | 
then, that is, Domittan , who at that time had bani- 


"| the next after Domitian,and he ſhould indure but 4 ſmall | 
| tive : and therefore thole that lined in thoſe dayes | 
| Might ealily ſcethe truth of ir. And this therefore 
{et forth thus,thatmen prouing and ſeeing this to be. 
true, might give the more creat to the reſt, : | 
Andthe Beaſt that was and s wot (that is, is not of 
| the ſame ſort as he was, being now changed by ano- | 
ther family) is the ezg4t, co wit, in number , which | 
| was the ſeanexth alſo, for hee was admitted by the 
ſeauenth, while the ſeaventh was aliue ; for the other | 
being aliue, this eight in his dayes was choſen Empe- | 
| rour, and was ioyned in gouernement with him, as | 
was the cnftome of Kings , when that Kingddmes 
"were doubtfull, the Kings teoke their Succeſlors, 
whom they would to. haue raigne next in their 
roome, and would in their owne life eitablith them 
| in their Kingdomes, as did Dauid with Salomoy,who 
while he yet lined, ſetled his Sonne in the Kingdome, 
| raking him as it were, and ioyning him in ſocietie 
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, with him, and ſetting him by him as it were on the | 


{ did, bur ſhould onely lay their power and authority 


{ and Ecclefiaſticall Beaſt. - 


hold but of licenſe their Kingdomes from him. | 


I 


Cap.) ”, whole Renelation of S\.lohn. 


Throne. 
Huuing thus expounded the /eaven heads, hee | 


comes to-tell what is meant .by the tenne Hornes; \y-12 . 


which are ſaid to be temme Kings, which had not as yet | 
received their power ; which ſhouid ioyne with the | 
Beaſt,to wit, ſhould nor rajgne there where the Beaſt 


with his, but while he had rhe ciui!l authority alone 
in the rule of the Emperour, as alfo afterward when 
the Pope ariſing, ſhould joyne the ſpirituall iuriſdi- 
Rion with the remporall gouernement ; and theſe 
renne Kings it is ſaid ſhould joyne with this Ciuill 


By theſe tenpe, it is no great matter whether wee 
vnderſtand a certaine or vncertaine number, bur it 
ſeemeth rather to note an vncertaine number: How- 
ſoeuer it were, true it is, that theſe, the Beaſt ſhould 
toyne with him to take his part, 7 wi, they (hould 
give. their power to him, to ride and runne at his 


pleaſure. 47d theſe fight againſt the Lambe, who ſhoald N.14 


ouercome them by the power of hs word : tor hee muſt 
needes, being Xing of Kings, ana Lord of Lords, and 
therefore cannot bur breake thoſe Hornes that ſet 
themſelues againſt him; for they receive of him, and ! 


The Waters are plainely expounded by the An- |y4y 
gell, to be the great mwhitudes of people, and divers 
Countries that ſhould be ſubieR ro that Ciry and 
Churchof Rome. 

Further, hedeclares, that as there was a time that 
the Kings of the carthſhould ioyne themſelues with 
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Aplaine Explanation of the =Apoc. 
the Beaſt to maintaine it; ſo time ſhould come,thar 

thoſe Kings and Gouernours as they had ſuffered 
themſelues to be as it were trodden on by the Beaſt, 
and to be ſubie& ro the Whore, ſo they ſhould fight 


againſt the Beaſt, and _ her, and moſt bitterly 
venter themſc]ues in fight againſt her; yea,they ſhall 


ftroy her vtterly, and ſo puniſh her asa Harlot; for 
burning was the vſuall death for a Harlot. 


vers) Laftly, in that hee ſaith the woman i the great City 


that had dominion oner the Kingdomes of the earth; hee 

ſhewerh plainely that it is the City of Rome, ſeeing 
there was no ſuch great Monarch as that fince the 

timeof 7obn , but onely Rowe, and Shee was cuen 
then the chiefe Citic in the world. 


Apoc. Cap.18.1. 


And after theſe things, 1 ſaw another Angell come 
downe from beaues, bauing great power, 7 that the 
earth was lightened with bis glory, ere. 


{ "THe Prophethaning entred into the deſcripti- 
on of the City of Rome, a5 of the [pirituall Babi- 
lon,doth on thar occaſion diſpute what ſhall be 

done of her: for notwithſtanding , the deſtru&ion of 
the Bea? ſhould come before, and the ouerthrow of 
the City ſhould follow, yet theouerthrow of the Ci- 
ty is handled in the firſt place,& of the Beaſt is ſeraf- 
ter, vato the end that he might more fully ſer down 
| the deſtruCtion and notablervine of the ſame. _ 


cate her fleſh, that is, be in morcal! hacred with her to | 
conſume her, and ſboald barne the Harlot; that is, de- | 
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| Andfirſt hee declareththe deftruQion of the City, | 
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and thar it may baue the more authority, the Angell 
thar-deſcriberh ir, is /aid to come from heauen; decla- 
ring the certainety thereof,namely, in thar this mel- | 
ſage came from heauen, enen from God bimlſelfe, 
and therefore the City of Rome [hould certainely be 
| deftroyed, and razed vtterly from the face of the 
earth. | 
Ard this authority is more fully ſet forth,in that 
the Angell is deſcribed to haue come with ſach glory, 
| that the earth was enljghiwed therewith; and therefore 
that ſhould be a moſt euident and vndoubted mat- 
ter: which alſo appeareth in the mightineſle of his 
voice. | 

Hee ſaith,zt fallew, and the ſecond time, t & fal- 'v-2. 
len; which repetition hee vſeth, firſt co.raiſe vp men 
from their drewſineſſe,which cannot at the firft con- 
ceine of Gods iudgements,nor conlider them as they 
ought, and theretore they muſt haue divers repetiti- 
ons of the ſame thing concerning the iuftice of Gods 
iudgements. Secondly, to ſhew the certainty of it,as 


before, Chap. 14. 8. According as 1oſeph interprets] 
Phaxyaohs dreames of the ſcauer leane Kine, which did | Gen-41-13-4- 


 denoure the ſeauen fatie; and the ſeawen thinne cares of |v.$-672113- |- 
heate, that did conſume the ſeauenfull;that they both 
did (ſignifie one thing,and that the dreame was there- | 
fore doubled to [hew thar that which was ſignified | 0 
chereby,ſhould certainly come &thatſpecdily: Even | | 4 
ſo the repetition of the denouncing of theſe indge- | 
 ments,is for this cauſe,namely,asto waken the drow- 
fineſſe of man, fo to ſhew the certainty and ſpecdi- | 
neſſe ofthe iudgements to be executed. | 
Then is ſet forth the ſtate of this Babi/oy, the Gy | 
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V.2- ; of Rome, in that it is ſaid, it /honld become an Habitati- 
| 0:3 of Digels, and of uncleane Birds; lignitying the great 
| defolation of it, according as it is the vie of the Pro- 


——— PI... ere 


_ — —— ow CI oo ue > or err = 
HR e—_—  ——————  —____— — —— — 


= 


phets, who to expreſle the exceeding delolations of 
any place, ſay that thoſe Birds which flye mok farre 
from all reſort of men, as the Shrike-O wile, and the 
Pelican, &c. ſhould continue there. 

To Dinels ; noting that thoſe places that have bin | 
abuſed to the diſhonour of God,are giuen by Gods| 
uſt indgement, to be not onely deſolate, but eyen | 
haunted of Dinels tkemſelaes,as wee lee oft times it 
commeth to paſlein Abbyes,and ſuch like ſuperſiti- 
ous houſes. | | 

Thecauſe is ſet downe, to wit,by reaſon of the perſe- 
cution of the Saints, and ber pride, who vauntedof her 
riches and good eftate, ſaying, that ſhee was Lucene,| 
and ſhould neuer be Widdew; thatis, {houid neuer be 
deſolate,but thould alway hane her louers and main- 
tainers to take her patt. 


| 
v.3- 


| Anda principall cauſe is this;char ſhe had played the 
: Harlot through her Tdelatrie with the Princes of the earth.) 
| Then he ſfetteth downe the markes of her deſtruti- 
 0N, both which goe before, and which comeafter. 
| Before: that God would give his children that were: 
| there warning before, whereby they might know of: 
| it,that ſo they might come forth,leit chey-ſhould fall 
| inthar great deſtruftion, as before we heard hee did | 
| to the Saints in Zeruſalew, by giving them warning 
to auoide fromthence, which they did, flying into | 
[the City of Pellain the wilderneſle. TE 
; Themarkes following the deſtruction, generally, 
{the lamentation of the friends of the City of Xome, 
| and 
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land principally the Kings of the earth, when they |v-9- 
{hall ſee the ſm:oake of ber, mount Ip to heauen; by 
{moake,is meant the continuall remembrance of that 
deſtruction : for albeic, after iris ſaid by che Angell 
' that threw the ſtone into the Sea, that it ſhould neuer be 
| remembred any more; hee meaneth not that it (hould 
be cleane forgotten to haue beene, but onely fo tor- 
: gotten as it ſhould neuer haue place again,by which 
$ {1t might be remembred ; like as it came to paſle in 
4 Sodom, howbeit the memory thereof ſhould other- 
wiſe beperpetuall. 

Afterward is reported more pa_ the la- 
mentation of the Merchants, which had ſerued for the 
pleaſure of her, by Land and by Sea: The Merchants |v 11-12-13 - | 
by land which had ſerued her with fone meates, pnrple, 
filke gold, filser precious ſtones, Crc.for their Yeſtiments; 
namely, for the apparel! of their Prieſts, Prelates, 
Cardinals,&c. (which vſcd to be moſt gorgeous and 
coftly.) And they (ſhould alſo bring to ber, /oules of 
men, that is, bond-ſlaues: meeting with that which | 
ſhould come to paſle & be performed otthe Church 
of Rome,as we {ee experienceof. Then the Merchants 
by Sea, the Ship-mafters, and Ship-men alſo make 
| their lamentation over her. 
| For the more certainty of this deſtryuRion of the [v.21 - 
City, there is brought in an Angell, :akt:ng a great 
ftone, and caſting it into the bottome of the Sea, (aying, 
that in like manner Babzlow that great City ſhould be 
throwne downe with wiolence, and ſhould be found no 
more; noting thar it ſhould be lo vtterly deſtroyed, 
that it ſhould neuer be recouered, neither ſhould it 
-be built any more, neither /bould the light of a gy" 
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|firft, becauſe ſhe had made all the Kings of the earth 


4 plaine Explanation of the Apoc, 


be ſeent init, neither the voice of a Bridegroome heard 
therein; lignitying that it ſhould not be againe inha- 
biced of any, becauſe (hee had deceiued all nations, 
and becauſe in her was found the blond of the Saints 
and Prophets. 


Apoc. Cap. 19.1. 


And after theſe things I heard a great voice of agreat 
mullitude in heanen, ſaying Hallelu-iah, ſaluation, aud 
glory, and honour, and power be to the Lord our Goa, 
CC Fo 

He Apoſtle having ſpoken of the deſtruQion | 

| ofthe City of Rowe, noted by the name of an 

Harlot : he now comes to ſer forth the deſtru- 

tion of the Beaſt, and of the falſe Prophet, which are 

the vngodly Emperours, and the Popes, ſucceeding 

in that power, hauing gotten not onely ciuill inriſ- 

dition, but Ecclefiaſticall power alſo ioyned there- | 
with. - - 

And firſt of al before he handleth thar, he bringeth. 
in all the children & ſeruants of God,praiſing + mag-! 
#ifying God for the notable works he had ſhewed pon the 
earth, And herein eſpecially doe the Angels & Saints 
of God in heauen,&the Saints in earth,magnihie and 
praiſe the Lord, namely, for the judgement and de- 
{truQtion of the hore, which is the Ciry of Rome. 
The cauſes of herdeftryu&ion are ſet downe, to be, 


and their people to goe a whoring after her filthy ab- 
hominations. And ſecondly for that thee had mur-, 


ad —@_X__©_ull. 


thered the Saints of God. _ 


[Cap 19. | whole Renelation of S*.lohn. T15 


After tizat they had ſung this ſong of thankeſgi- 
vins for thar mercy received in the deſtruction of 
che City of Rome, the Lord calleth rhem, and citerh 
chem as it were by a voice from the Throne,to a further 
thankeſgiuing for the mercies to come,in the deftru- 
tion of the Beaff, and of the falſe Prophet , and for | 
| particujar benefits which the Church it ſelte was to 
be partaker of ; and therefore he doth call all the ſer- 
 uanrs of theLord by name as it were, which did feare 1 


| 


the Lord,both ſmall and great to praiſe the Lord, 
Then he ſhewes how this verce was obeyed,in that 

{ he ſaith, there was 4 Voice as of a great multitude , and v6 | 
like the voice of many waters,and like the noiſe of a thuy- 
der; which fignifie both the conſent and zeale, and 
earneſtneſſe of the Saints in praiſing God. Which 
teacheth vs, that we are ſo to beleeue, and be aflured 
of Gods promiſes and mercies to come, as that wee 
doe praiſc him for them, as for thoſe which we hane 
| recciued, and as it wee had receiued them already. 
1 The mercies for which they praiſe God are two, | 
| firſt, the warriage of the Church to the Lambe, becauſe 
the Church in this life, being made the Spouſe of 
; Chriſt, yer ſeparatedin part from him,(hall at length 
inioy and have the full fruition of Chriſt, and of his | 

lorious preſence, | | | [ 

And allo for that ſhe & arrayed with pure fine linnen; v3. 

noting either the righteouſneſſeof Chriſt wherewith | - 
ſheis cloathed, or elſe that ſanification which be- 
ing in part begun in this life in Gods children, ſhall 
| be perfeted in Gods kingdome when that ſpiritual! | 
_— of Chriſt with his Spouſe thall be celebras |_.-/ 
ted, he be 1 tas: | 


Sz 
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And further it is ſhewed , that ſuch is the happi- | 
nefle of the Church of God in rhis marriage,thac not 
onely the Bride and the Bridegrome, ſhall be parra- 
kers of his happinefle (as vſually commeth to paſſe 
in0ur marriage feaſts,the married perſons onely,not 
the gueſts being counted happy ) but allo thoſe 
are bleſſed and happy, that are bidden to this feaft, 
tor by the Bride, is to be vnderſtood in generall, che 
Church vninerſall, by the perſons called, is meant the 
particular perſons in the Church. 

Another cauſe of thankeſgiuing for the things to 


| come,is in regard of the iudgement vpon the wicked, 


and the execution thereof. And firit he ſaith,to exe- | 
cute this, hee ſeeth Chriſt commune with hs army, hee 
being the chicfe ;, for as the Beaſt gathers his armies a- 


| 


_ eaint Chriſt, ſoin like manner, he bringerh his hoaſt 
| againſtthem to deſtroy them; And hee is deſcribed 


by his properties, namely, firſt, in that he ſirteth owa 
white Horſe; noting, that he was a Judge,alluding to 
the manner of Indges in tholetimes, (as we ſee in the 
Booke of 1#dzes) that in token of honour , they did 
vic to ride on white Aſs 


| 


The ſword which went ont of bus mouth; (ignifieth, 
that he would (lay them onely by his will. | 

The Crownes on hi bead; note that his will ſhould 
preuaile againſt his enemies, and that hee will haue 
the vitory. : | | 

His eyes as 4 flame of fere;. ſignifying his infinite 
knowledge of all things that were done,and hispier- 
cing light into all the coafts and ſecrets of: his ene- 
mies,ſo that they could hide nothing from him.1pith 


| bis feete he ſhouldirtad ana preſſe dewne all bis enemies 
Al in 


enaI—-— —_— — —— — — — — 
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in the Pine preſſe of Gods wrath. 


Then, as by bis properties, fo alſo he is deſcribed. | 


by-hisnature,- in-that his name ts called The word of 
| God. By his ofhee, in thar he is the King of Kings, | 
His Garmexts dipt in blond; noting the ſharpe re- | 
 uenge he will take vpon his etjemies in their deſtru- | 
E&10n, "S 

\ Further, hets ſer downe by his company and :raine 
that followed him, ro wit,the Angels and Saints,who 
are ſaid toride allo ev white Horſes; lignifying that 
they were conquerours ouer all their enemies by 
Chriſt, | 

An Angell in the Sunn ; to wit, which was able to 

order the Sunne, by cauſing it to give light vnto the 
ſeruants of Chrift, and withdrawing the lighc there- 
of, and to deprive the'enemies of the vſe of it,by ca- 
ſting darkenefle vpon ther, fo as they could not ſee 
one another, much lefle to fight againſt him; which 
ſignifieth and ſetteth forth the glory-and power of. 
Chriſt, that ſeeing oneot his Angels was able to doe 
this,, how much more wonderfuli was his power, 
both in-himſelfe, and in all the reſt of his Angels, to 
deſtroy thoſe his enemies ?- wn ev] 
| This Angell makes a proclamatiorr of defance a» 
gainft them before the battel}, as itis the vſuall cu- 
tome in warres : And here he doth nor, (as in wars : 
Princes vſe to doe to their forraigne enemies) by pro» 
claiming open warre againſt them, to warne & chal- 
lenge them vato fight, for hee needeth not , neither 
will hec; feeingthey are not forreiners, but his ſub- 
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jets, and rebelsagainſt him, being Xing of Kings and 
Lord of Lords: , But in ſteadof ſending bat 
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that before the battell he cals the Birds to deuoure, 
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\ Aplaine Explanattoh of the 


1 Heranid of Armes vnto them, in ſcorne of them; 


= 


hee makes proclamation vnto the Birds, and bids | 


them come 10 eate of the fleſh of his enemies. And here | 
he {hewes the certainty and ſurety of his victory, in 


as if they were already ſlaine. | 
Chriſt being thus deſcfibed, as heeis in himſelfe, 

and alſo by his retinwe and drendants, after followeth 

the event and execution of the indgements. 
Andfirft,in that itis ſaid,the Beaſt,and the falſe Pro- 


phet ( which went out from the Beaſt) were taker; it | 
noteth, that Chrift as it were in a rage,ſeemeth to lay 
hold on thoſe bis principall enemies, the Beaſt and 
the falſe Propher,taking them,in contempt asit were, 


by the neckes, enen as a-ſtrong man in his fury, in | 


ſcorne takerh his weake enemie (with whom hedil- 
daineth to fight) by the Collar of the necke, and ca- 
ftetch him away;euen ſo Chriſt violently rtaketh them 
and caſteth them quicke into a Lake of fire & brim- 
ſtone. _ ng aeo-t7 | 
The remnant are ſlaine with the ſword; to wit, the 
Kings and the People, noting the difterence of their 
iudgement,from the iudgement of the Beaſt, and the 
Prophet; not that they were not allo to be condem- 
ned,as well as theſe,bur it isonely to [hew,that their 
condemnation ſhould not be lo terrible as the con- 
demanation of the Beaſt, and the falſe Prophet : for 
as it is in earthly tudgements, according to the hei- 


noufnefſe and greatneſle of the fa, ſuch is the grie- | 


uvouſnefſe of the puniſhment, the more heinous of- 


tenders being to be burnt to death,thoſe that are lefle | 


grieuous offenders, to be {laine with the ſword, or 
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with ſome leſſe violent death : enen fo it {hall be in 
this iudgement of Chriſt,the Beaſt and falſe Prophet 
being chiefe offenders and ring-leaders in this rebel- 


per condemnation. 


wicked in hell. 

[In the midit of the Chapter,there is/ſet downe an 
accident which befeil 79hz, which hee here inſerteth 
for the comfort and inftruftion of Gods Children; 
which is, that 10bn, though an excellent man, yer by 
the glory of the Angel] , and the excellencie of the 
things by him ſhewed,was ſo amazedand overtaken, 
that bee fell downe to worſhip the Angell ; which ſhew- 
eth the great weakeneſle of men, and their prone» 
nefle to Idolatry, for ſeeing that 1ohn who was ſo ex- 
cellent a ſeruant of God, did thus forget himſclfe, 
much moreothers, which are not indued with ſuch 

races. The Angell (as a faithfall ſeruant of God)re- 
Fuſerh that honour, and forbids him, ſaying, that hee 


| bimſelfe was his fellow-Sernant, and therefore nor to 


be worfhipped. But (ſaith hee) worſbip God ; noting, 


| that all worſhip belengeth to God alone. 


lion, (hall have a moreterrtble iudgement, and dee- 


\ 
| 


Which teacherh vs,that according to the degrees | 
of {inne, ſo {hall be the degrees of puniſhment to the | 


| ofthe Lord, the great day,the day as it were of the| 


| | the end of the twelfth Chapter, but reſerued to this! 


| | nave his will againſt her; hee after that, rageth excec- 


4 
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Apoc. Cap. 204. 


And I ſaw an Angell come downe from heanen haning 
the key of the bottomleſſe pit, and a great chaine in'his 
band, (76. | 


| 
T N this Chapter, there is ſet forth vnto vs, two vi- 
Rories that God and our Sautour Chrift hane a-| 
gainſt the Dragon, the firſt and the laſt. Then is 
fer forth the latter iudgement rhar ſhall be in the day 


great athze. That which is contained in the firſt part 
of the Chapter, is omewhart diſplaced, belonging to 


place, that there mighr bea berter declaration of the 
ſtory of the Dragon. To the better vnderſtanding| 
of this,we are to remember that which was beforein 
| the 12.Chapter,where it is ſaid,that the Dragon perſe- 
cated the Woman: which noteth(as wee have heard) 
that great-perſecurion which befel! the Church of 
| the 2ewes, that ancient Church of God. For when | 
as the Dragon ſaw that he was caſt from heauen,and 
that the woman had wings giuen her to flye from 
| him into the Wildernefle , and now hee could not 


| dingly againſt the ſeede of the woman, is wit,the Ca- 
; tholique Church of the Geztzles, for the Church of 
| the Geptiles being begotten by the preaching and do-! 
| Arineof the Apoltles,are called their ſeed. And here- 
' Upon it is ſaid, that he is faine to be bonnd after that he 
| beganne thus to rage, which was about fixe and thir- 
ty yeares after Chriſt, being the time that 7eraſalem 
| | was 
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was ouerthrowne,about thattime was the Diuell ea- | | 
| ken,for haning purſued the Church of the 7ewes,and 
having ſer himlelfe fiercely againftthe Churchofthe 
Geptiles, God-cuen then ſeazes vpon him by anele&t | 
Angell; for the good Angels of light are not onely 
| ſo ftrong as he by creation, but alſo by the power of | 
God, commanding them to docit, they are made a- 
ble to deale with the Diuell, to chaine him, and to | 
doe with him whatſocuer it pleaſeth the Lord to en- 
ioyne them, = | 
It is then ſaid, that this good Angell commeth |V-23 . 
and bindeth-him with « great chaine;'to wit,' not with 
a materiall Chaine; for the Diuel|, being a ſpirit, can- 
not be bound with any ſuch Chaine,but ſpeaking to 
our capacitie, hee'noteth 7 the Chaine,that the Di- 
nell-was tied firongly & ſafely.And hee iscaft into rhe | 3 
bottowsle(ſe pit;namely,Hell, where the Dinell and his | | 
Angels thall be throwne for enermore. Andbe ſealed 
| the doore; that is, he made him ſure, 2ewee ſee in the 
Scripture,the cuſtome of thoſe times,that when they | 
would keepeany in faſt hold, they would ſera Seale| 
' 6 the doore, that ſo it might be leene whether any 
came to the parties cloſed vp : as.namely, when 
| Chriſt was buried, the Tombe wherein hee lay was | math+7.6/-64- 
\ ſealed vp: noting, that he was ſo ſarely'ſcaled,andfo| © | 
faſt tied vp, as that no firength, power, or pollicie of 
his whatſocuer,was able to looſe or delmuer him. The 
ſpace hee was ſhut vp in hell, was 4 thouſand yeares. | | 
| Thereaſon of his ſhutting vp is, that he ſhopld'nox 
deuoure the Church of the Gentiles,nor have hiswill | 
in hurting the nations , which were called to: the 
| knowledge of thetruth,at that rime in the beginning 
Eats or; 
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 [ſeaſow. , 


| 


of the Church : for ſeeing hee began fo. fiercely to 
ſtorme. and rage, hee would haue deuoured and 
conſumed the Charch, if hee had not beene reftrai- 
ned. So that we (ee in this reſtraint of his,howſoeuer 


| he had till power to doe hurt, and to deceiue,yethe 


could not doe it in his owne perſon, and therefore 
| not ſo dangerouſly, nor ſo vehementiy,as otherwiſe 
he would, neither yetſo craftily, effeAually,& migh- 
tily as hee did before; and yet notwithſtanding hee 


onely by his deputie the Beaſt. After, its ſaid, that 
when thoſe thonſand yeares are ended, hee muſt be los- 
fed; which howſoeuer it was a heauie prophecie,and 


[a great threat of God, and grieuous. to the Church, 


chat the Diuell ſhould be /oo/ed , yet it is ſomewhat 
leflened, in that ir is ſaid, it ſhould:-be bur. for a tile 
| . An effeQof this &inding and /butting vp of Sa- 
than,is ſet downe,namely,in that there were Thrones, 
that is (as he panaded itafterward) that life,and 
that glory which the Children of God had, namely, 
to hue awd raigne with Chrift , which is not meant of 
the life to come, bat onely vnderſteod of that life of 
God which conlifteth in godlineſle, righteouſneſle, 
and true holinefſe; of thoſe honours, and that credir 
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did itas maliciouſly as then hee could, but this was | 


which the Children of God ſhould haue : who are |. 


| 


2Y 
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ht 
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ot worſhipped the Beaſt , neither receiued the marke of 
the Beaſt; to wit, profeſſed leruice to the Beaſt, either 
publiquely or privateiy,and theſe are they thar lived | 


deſcribed what they are, namely ,choſe that ſhould [uf- | 
fer for the Goſpel, for the witnefſe of Tefwa, which had Ls 


the life of God. Where wee ſee that God prouided | 


for | 


i —_— 
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fore howlocuer they,cuen then, by the malice of the 
Diuels ſubſtirutes, ſuſtained great troubles and at- 
flictions, yet God moderates them ſo, as they might 
notwithſtanding beable to ftand, ſuffering them to 
have no greater troubles, then he vouchſafeth them 
ſtrength, and giues thera meanes of ſtanding, ts wit, 


| And thoſe are bleſſed that hawe part in the firſt reſurre- 


| 


| by wichdrawing the power and forceof Sathan from 


| reſurre&ion , and the ſecond death ſhall haue no- 


purſuing them : for according to their ſtrength, ſo 
| God lends triall to his Children. 

| Thereſt which were dead in thoſe rhouſapd yeares, 
hauing not the firſt reſurre&ion, are ſaid t# have fal- 
len, though they were not in ſo dangerous dayes, as 
afterward enſued whenthe Diuell was looſed: And 
theſe are ſaid, that they ſpall not live,to wit,umo Chrif, 
zo become Chriſts, daring the thouſand yeares, untill the 
thouſand yeares were ended, that is, newer: for if they 


they be his afterwards, to walke faithfully and pure- 


ly, when men arerenewed by the ſpirit of God, and 


for his Church in the beginning, leſt it ſhould be o- | 
| uercharged and overthrowne at the firſt : and there- 


were not Chrifts, liuing bolily and vprightly before | 
.| Chriſtin Sathans binding and impriſonment,which 
were milder and more eafietimes; much lefſe would | 


ly in more dangerous times of perſecution and trou- | 
{ ble. And this is laid to be the fir reſarredFion;name- 


{ I23 


ſo walkein newneſle and holineſle of life, and ina | 
faithfull and conſtant profefhon ot the truth of God. 


tion, for they [hall be made partakers of the ſecond 


thing to doe with them, but they ſhall be Prieſts of 
God, and of Chriſt, to offer ſacrifice of praiſe and 
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'Þ chankeſpiving vntobim : And theſc foall raigne with| 
| hins 4 thouſand yeares, that is, for euermore; tor thoſe | 


gaine, to doe what hurt hee conld; which notwith- 
| ſtanding God dothin great wiſedome and care ouer 


the chiefe worker of miſchiefe againſt them. So now 


| them to vndergoe them. 


rhat oncetaſt of the fauour of God, (o that they are 
ſeaſoned with it, (hall never leeſe it : according as} 


He that arinkes of the water of life, ſhall neaer thirſt as | 


ſhould not alwayes be ſhut vp in the place- of con- 
demnation, but being looſed, is ſuffered ro range a- 


his Church, ſo as howſoeuer he ſendeth more afflii-' 
ons to them by Sathans liberrie, then before, yet hee 
will giue them greater ſtrength then before : for as 
in the thouſand yeares before,God hauing giuen his 
ſeruants lefle ſtore of ſtrength,he mittigaterh alſo the 
meanes of their tribulations, by binding the Divell, 


Sathan being let looſe, and their troubles thereby 
augmented, he alſo increaſcth grace and ſtrengthin 


The effets of Sathars logfing follow; as namely, 
that he went about eucry corner of the earth, to deceine, 


"0 plaine Explanation of the .  Apec. 


our Sauiour Chriſt in the Goſpel! of Saint 2obafſaith, | 


After, itis ſpoken of the Diuels /z9fanp , for hee | 


and to doe miſchiefe; according as Saint Petey faith , 
that Sathan goeth about like a roaring enemy, ſecking 
whom he may deuoure. And he called together,Gog and 
Magog,and infinite numbers, as many as the ſands of 
the Sea, which filled the face of the earth, ro bartell 
againſt the Church of God. Here by Gog and Afagep,| 
| he alludeth onely to a place in Ezechiel,not interpre- 


ting itz Gog was a Country in Aſie the leffe, whoſe | 
| rſt 
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firſt King was called Gog \ wheren pon the Country 


| rooke that name; in heathen writers hee is called G;- 


 ges, not differing from the letters in Hebrew, Magog 


| was a name giuen to the S7rians : both theſe were | 


neere vnto the /ewes, whole enmitie(as Daniel recor- 
deth)was moſt vehement againſt the peopje of God: 
wherupon the 7ewes called their moſt bitter &fpight- 
fu!l enemies, by the names of Gog,and Adagop. So that 


lar Country of Germany, Exglawd,&c. laying,that as 
the Goſpell came our of the Eaſt intothe Weſt, ſo it 
{hall retarne out of the Weſt into the Eaft,and then 
(ay they) theſe Weſt Countries falling from the 
truth, ſhall ſer themſelues againſt the Church, which 
thing can haue no allowance at all from hence : Bur 
here onely is meant, thoſe moſt bitter enemies of the 
Church, which being ftirred vp by Sathan, (hall 
come with. all might and malice that can be,.and 
ſhall fFhr againſt the Church, .compaſſing abour it 
to deftroy ir. 

Bur it is ſaid, the Church ſhall have victory, and 
that by Chrift, for fire, that is, the wrath of God, (hall 
come downefrom heauen and conſume them. 

After, he ſaith, that the Diuell is ;aken, for hauing 
ſpoken before of the hore, of the Beafs, and of the 
falſe Prophet; he now {hewerh whar (hall be done to 


"that he was caſt into a lake of+ fire and brimſtone, there 
tobe tormented with the Beaſt, and the falſe Prophet for 
eMer more. 


here is not meanr(as ſome doeimagine)any particu- | 


| 


the Diuell, who waslaft to be deſtroyed;and iris ſaid, |V-10 - 


The ſecond part of the Chapter, is of the deſcrip- 


tion ofthe laſt-ivdgement : wherefirſt it is ſaid,there 
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"1 they fhall be iuftified or condemned according to 
| their workes; for they rhat are eleed to life, are alſo 


{1n Chriſt. Ry 
| The wicked are condemned, according to their | | 
| workes, and for their workes ſake, their name being | 


no man knoweth, yet ſeeing Chriſt is man as well as 
God, heſhall haue no donbt,a royall and reall place, | 
wherein he ſhall far moſt euidently. | 

His glory is further expreſled, in that the heanens 
and the earth ſhall flye away from before his face, and 
(hall pafle away, and ſhall burne with fire. 


and ſmall, ſhall be ſummoned before God. 


| | | Aplaine Explanation of the | Apoc|| 


| w.4 4 white Throne; which of what matter it ſhall be, 


Then ſhall the dead be raiſed vp,and aB,beth great 


The Bookes were opened; thatis,the Bookes of every | 
mans conſcience ſhall be laid open and diſcloſed; 
wherein is nothing but guiltinefle of conſcience to 
condemne euery one. 

Notwithſtanding, there is another Booke open, 
which is the Booke of Life; to wit, the Booke of Prede- 
ination, which euery one ſhall be indged by, as he 
is ele&t or reprobate : yet ſo, as that eleion and re- 
probation doe not take away workes, for it is ſaid, 


eleed to ſanRification:the reprobate centrariwile. 


ſake, butaccording to their good workes wrought ; 
and that not beforetheir calling, conuerſioh,and re- 
generatioh,but whichafterwards were done in faith, 
andthis onely tor his owne mercie and promile ſake 


not found in the Booke of life. - 
Laſtly,itis ſaid,that death &+ hell were caft into the lake, 


'The tuft have reward, not for their good workes i 


| now no more dahper of death & hell. Apoc, 


thatis,were (wallowed vpin immortality, there being 
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Apoc. Cap.21.1 - 
And 1 ſaw a new heanen,and a new earth : for the firſt 
heauen, and the firſt earth were paſſed away,and there 


Was no more Sea, (3c | 
V Vii Church militant, being in warfare in 
this preſent world, ſubie& ro many trou- 

bles and perſecutions : yet being defended and pro- 

teted by God, was not ouercome by any of them. 
| Now followes the/ftate of the Church triumphant 
after this world. | 
And firſt, here Saint ob» ſets forth the ftate of all 

the world, then of the Church: Euen as Aoſcs in the 
Booke of Gexeſ;s deſcribes firſt the beginning and 
creation of the whole world,and then ſets downe the 


condition and ftate of the Church. 
| The ftateof the world is declaredin the firſt verſe, | y.; 


Ec hane heard herztofore of the ſtraits of 
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> in that it is ſaid,there was 4 new heauen (+ 4 vew earth, 
; thar is, the heauens being partly corrupted and dar- 
# kened by ſinne, and hauing loti ſomewhat of their 


glory they had before, ſhall not onely haue that for- | 
mer, but a better glory then the firſt : ſo likewiſe | Os 
ſhould the earth,and the ſea a!ſo;for in that it is ſaid, | - © "Y 
| she Sea ſpall be no more, it is not to bevnderftood,that | 
it ſhould not afterwards be, but that it ſhould not | , 
then be the ſame that now it is;namely,raging,tem- |. 
peftuous, and diſturbed, as now wee ſee it to be; bur | 
it ſhould be ftill and quiet, 'the watersand the fiſhes 
remaining ſtill, yer without roaring, ſwelling, and | | 
that diſtemperature whichnow'irt hath. ; | TY [ | 
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— | "As for the Church, it isdeſcribed generally in the 

| firſt ſeauen Verſes ; particularly in the reft of the 
| | Chapter; as alſo in ſome ofthe next. 
| v2: | Ingencrall, hee compares the Church to a braze 
| Soo prepares and trimmed for 4 King; Chrift being 


0 
f 
c 


| her Huſband, ſignifying the glory and beautie of the 
Church of God : for as in the dayes of the ſolemni-| 
 zing of marriage, Brides vſe to goe beyond their or- | 
dinary cuſtomeand kinde of apparel|, ſothe Church 
is now decked and beautified with full and perfet 
glory. | 
Secondly, itis compared to a City comming downe 
from: heazen,that is, a beautifull City, having all her 
honour, glory,and good frame of building,not from| 
her ſelfe, but from God : not as the Cities which are 
| builded by men, bur as one that is builded by God 
himſelfe : forasearchly Citics builded by men, re- 
| ceive their title from them; ſo this City being built 
{ by God, hath her name alſo from God : Neither is 
| here meant (in that it comes downe from heanen ) that 
it ſhould be in carth, but onely that it is altogether | 
| heauenly. : 
v.3-| Afterward, the ftate and bleſſedneſle of ir is ſet 
_ . © | forth, in.that-God ſhall dwellin it continually, as the 
Scripture teftifieth, that he ſhall more fully remaine| 
and dwell with them then before : for as it is ſaid in| 
| the Scripture, that in this lite hee will Dine and Su 
| with them, ſo now it is ſaid, he ſhall abide withthem 
for euermore. ; | 
Then is ſet forth what they ſhail have by the| 
dwelling of God with them; namely, all happineſſe; | 
v-6- | firſt, in that they ſhall drinke of the well of life;that is, | 
© 'I _ ſhould 
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[hould receiveall pleaſure,and al comfortable,good, | 4 
B and deſirable things. Secondly, God ſha! wipe away 
* {| all teares from their eyes, thatis, all things naught, 
vx | grieuous, corrupt, and painefull, {hall be taken from 
them. 
' And albeitto fleſh and bloud this may feeme a 
| ſtrange thing, and altogether impoſſibleand incredi- 
- | ble, in regard of theſe mileries we now are in, and of 
? our ſinfulneſſe and wretchedneſle, yer to takeaway 
k that infidelity of ours, it is ſaid,;hat God him/elfe [þea- 
; keth it, and bids 1ohn write, that all things ſhall be new) 
n for he will make all things new, howſoeuer now they 
4 be troubleſome and old. | 
. And in that he biddeth obs, for the further com- 
Ly fort of the Church of God,#o write,that all old things 
are done, and that new things are come, andin that 
he ſaith, chat to hims that thirſteth, he will gine of the wa- [v.C 
ter of life, and that he which ouercommeth, ſhall inherite 
| all things; yet hee fo ſaith it, thar none ſhall have it 
> withour holineffe of life; for as for thoſe that were| 
fearefull, onbeleening, abhominable adulterers,zdolaters,| vg. 
(0. they ſhould be caſt out of the Kingdome. And there- 
f | foxehee teacheth, that none ſhould'preſume of this 
| | mercie of God which live wickedly and prophanely, | ' 
_. | but thoſe onely ſhould inioy ir,which ſhould live ho- 
| lily and vprightly. | 
More particularly, hee deſcribeth the Church in 

theninth Verſe, where firſt hauing noted it in gene» 
rall (as before) thart it ſhall be as a Spouſe, and as a | 
Citie: he ſecondly in particular,purſues the City more 
atJarge- | Rr Lge | 

And firſt he ſers downe the fituation of this CityUt | v.10 
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4 plaine Explanation of the ; A poc. 


| 


being a notable commendation fora City to be well 
 fituated)and this City he faith, & ſituate pon an bill, 
'that is, both in a faire and pleaſant,as allo in a ſtrong 
{place, according as Cities fo (ituate vie to be, noting 
hereby, rhe excellent ſituation of it, both in regard | 
'of the pleaſantneſſe, as alſo of the ſtrength ot it. 
Then heedeſcribes it feſt in the ef{entiall parts of | 
ir, and then by the properties and qualities, the pri- | 
niledges,and good things, belonging thereunto, 
| For theeſſentiall parts of chem, hee mentions to 
be, the IWals, the Gates, the Streets the foundations of the 


Sad of then he fare forth the ' =56comj | 


| The matter is ſaid to be gold, precioms ſtones, crc. to 
; wir, the moſt precious things that can be. 

The forme, that they are moſt glittering, beauti= 
full, fhiging,chriſtall-lize,and laſtly in moſt excellent 
order. » 


o 


— 


the Children of God particularly, for as in generall 
the Church is ſet downe by a City, ſo by thele parti- 
culars, are meant the Children of God particularly, 


they being called in the Scriptures, he tones of Gods 
houſe, and of Gods City. By thele earthly things, (ac- 
cording to our weake capacity, by reaſon of our ig- 
norance) hee {cts downe their excellencie, that by 
theſe things that are better knowne vnto vs,we may 
as by ſteares cometo the view ofthe heauenly glory, 
and therefore by theſe matters which are moſt excel 


City, and of the Wall, | 


In the matter of the Church, there are (et downe | 


bu 


The 


lent 0n earth, heeſetteth forth that heauenly beau- | 
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 Theforme oi the City, is foare-ſquare ; noting, a 
moſt excellenc forme : To the meaſuring whereof, | 
the Angell is ſaid to haue 4 golden Reede; where hee 
takes a (imilitude from cunning Artifticers, who to 
lay euery part euen,haue their {ines and ſquares, ſig- 
nifying, that here every thing isin perfect order. 

| In chat the meaſure is ſaid ts be the meaſure of 4 

wan, that is, otan Anpell, it meaneth that it was the 

| meaſure of this Angell that appeared to 79hy in like- | 
neſſe of a man. | 
1t had twelne Gates, and on the Gates the names of |v-11. 

: the twelue Tribes of the children of 1ſracll written : By | 

; the twelne Tribes, are vnderftood all the Children 

/ of God, whichare the 1/r4el of God, the ſeede of A- 

| braham according to the ſpirit. 

F Their names written on the Gates, which are on euery 

: feae of the City; doe note thus much, namely, thatas 
a City hath Gates on euery fide, to the end,that peo- | 

ple may haue recourſe vnto it, from all coaſts round 

abour, ſo the Church of God is ſaid to haue twelue | 

Gates round about, with the names of the twelue 
Tribes of the Children of 7/raelt in them, to {ignific 

| | that all the Children of God ſhould come vatoit, 
| | out of euery part of the world. |. '- ' boi 

Hauing ſpoken of the City, and of the particular 
parts thereof, he comes to ſpeake of the priviledges, | - 

and firſt heſaith, they have noneed of any Temple, for \V-22 - 

| God ſballbe their Temple; that is, God {hall be all in ' 

all in the Church, without meanes of the outward | 

Exerciſes of religion, as of the Sacraments,the Mini- | 

ery of the word. | : | 

| Secondly, there i no neeae of the Sunne and of the hy 
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V.27 


| mies, but all peace, ſafety,and ſecurity, 


A plaine Explanation of the Apec. 


Moone, becauſe the zlory of God ſhall giue is tiehtz in re- 


| 


gard of that light, nor any other light ; for God be» i 
:1ng infinitely more light, (ha!] inlighcen them. Here- 
by lignifying both by the Suze andthe Temple,thar 
both ciuilly and ecclettaſtically God {hould be all in | 
all, without any ontward meanes of goucrnement, | 

The glory and bononr of the Nations ſhall be 6r0u;ht | 
onto; that is, they (hall haue glory and ioy, in re- | 
oard of the Nations comming, thither, ts wit, they 
{hould not onely have 1oy.in Gods preſence , which 
was principal), but alſo in regard of the preſence one | 
of another, in that the people of Godin ail Nations | 
{hall come thither, MG | 
' The Gates ſhall not be fhat inthe day, for night there 
# none: In that there & no night, hee meancth that | 
there is no alteration of ioy, bur there is [1ght alto- 

ether. | | 

In that there & continuall day; hee noteth that there 
Is __— for evermore, for the day is cothtor- 
table. | | 

Apaine, the Gates not ſbat; ſignifying , that there | 
{fhould be no feareof danger now,nor terrour of enc- 


—— 


Laftly, it is ſaid, wo uncleane thing ſpall be there;that | 
ts, holineſſe onely, and thoſe things that are holy 
\ ſhall be there perpetually, becauſe thoſe onely that 
are written in the Booke of life thould be there, 


gard whereot, the Suane ſhall haue no light, in re- |- 
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Apoc, Cap. 22.1. 
And hee ſh:wed mee a pure Rincr of water of life cleare 
= 45 chriſpall, proceeding out of the Throwe of G 0 D, and 
4 of the Lambe, &*c. Wee, : 
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N this Chapter are fer forth to vs, firſt thereſi- | 
due of the etfets of Gods preſence, and of the 
preſence of our Sauiour Chriſt towards the 

Chnrch in the world to come, partly ſet forth in 

the former, partly in the beginning ofthis Chap- 

ter, containing the comforts they {hould receiue. 
thereby, :s wit, that they ſhould bethroughly and 
perfectly bleſſed, not onely with neceflary things, 
but with ail manner of delighrs and pleaſure, and 
with much glory and honour. : 
And firſtit is ſaid, there was 4 Riner which rapne |v-1- 
| throughout the midſt of it; ſignifying firſt the pleaſant- 

8 nefle of che City : for as that City is notably fitu. 

F ared which ſtandeth fo as that ic hath a River run- 

ning through it, to carry away the filthineſſe and | 

vncleaneneſſe from ir, ſo this City is ſo placed, as 
that it is voide of all noyſomneſle and vncleaneneſle. 

Andalſo it is faid ts hawe 4 Riner going through it, in 

regard of thoſe Countries which vſed to drinke of 

the water of the River; which if ir were neere, was 
an excellent commodity, which notwithſtanding, 
was oft times farre off from the Cityz but here it 1s 
not {o, for this River is neere at hand, being a river 
of frefh water; yea, of water of life : and they neede 
not to goe out of the City to fetch irs as did the S4- | 
| Paritay Woman, it being enen at the doores. 
| SZ 1s 
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ſhould beall ſufficiencyand variety of pleaſures and 
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In the miades of the Streete, and on both ſides of the | 
Riner, Was the tree of life; which (ignifhieth our Sauj-| 
our. Chrilt, who tis called the Tree of life, 1n regard! 
of thole moft exceilent and lively graces, which 
3s moſt comfortable fruits , hee bringeth forth, 
and miniſtreth vnto his Church. And as by the Ri- 
uer was ſer downe their drinkes, fo alſo by the Tree 
of life, is expreſſed their meat; not- that there hall 
bein the Kingdome of heauen any corporall meate 
or drinke, but onelynotinga ſuthciency and fulneſle 
of all good things, which there Gods Children 
(ſhould haue. In that the Tree of bfe bringeth forth 
fruic every moneth, ( zo wit, twelue times in the 
yeare) and it bringeth forth alſo ſeucrall kindes of 
fruit; it noteth all meaſure ang kindes of delight, be- 
ing not onely plenrifull, but alſo full of all variety. 
Euen as men vſe'to doe, which making a feaſt, will 
not content themſelues with one ſort of meat, but 
will labour to haue what variety they can, of moſt 
dainty meates, that it may bring more delight vnato 
thegueits: fo here it is noted, that in Chriſt there | 


delights. Saint 7evp here chooſeth to ſer forth the- 
toyes of heauen by fruts, rather then by Oxen and 
Fatlings, ( as our Sauiour Chrilt expreſſeth it Adar- 
thew 227) becauſe our Sauiour hath regard to vſu- 
all marriagesot Kings and Princes, who vſe againſt 
their Marriagesfeaſis, to: kiil great tore of Beeucs | 
and ſuch like pronifien : the holy Ghoſt here in 
this place, hath relationto that firſt kinde of living 
in the beginning, in mans innocencic,when he onely 
lived of che fruitsof theearth, | | 


The 
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that there could be no lickneſle there, ſeeing they 
had health at their doores, and that of the ſame tree 
f whereof they had their meat, 9 

They bad no weede of light; becauſe God him- 
{elfe and Chrift , was their light; which doth adde 
0 to thar felicitic : for as darkenefle in hell aggra- 
; - | nates themileric ofthe wicked ; ſo contrariile, 
| the fulneſle of light the godly fhall haue, doth 
augment their happineſlc, and more, in that thar 
light {hail exceede the light of the Sunne. ; 

And further, ro {hut vp their joy, he faith, one 

| {ingular and notable comfort and felicity ro Gods 
| Children, & 19 /erue and worſhip God, for howſoe- 
uer now, by reaſon of our corrupt nature;it ſeemes 
|| a burthen and a trouble to worſhip God , yet 
' | then it ſhall be one of our chicfcft ioyes.. 

They fland in Gods preſence; that is, have molt 
excejlent priuiledges of Gods fauour , and bee 
principall ſzruants vnto God, as thoſe are in moſt 
honour with Princes , which are faid ro ſtand 
in their preſence, and actend vpon them in their 
Courts. As Daniel is (aid to ftand in the preſence 


| The leanes of it are toheale the ſores : ſignifying, 
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of the King : ſo theſe (hall ftand in the Courts 
ot God, and haue the full fruition of his com- 
fortable preſence; and therefore on the contra- 
rie fide, the vngodiy are herein accurſed (Tve/- 
ſalonians.1. 9g.) in thatthey are ſhut from the pre- 
ſence of God, to wit , his gracious. prefence, for 
otherwiſe , all chings whatſoeuer are in his pre- 
| ſence. 
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© | being toyned with Chriſt, the King of Kings, and 


| Apoc.| 
| | | Lord of Lords. | 
| 


=” blaine Explanation of the 
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| Thus much of their comforts in the Kingdome 
of God : Now followes thecloſe of the Booke, 
| to giue more credit to it, and to Rtirre vp others to] 
| looke more diligently into it, and to regard tome-| 


dirate, and prattiſe it more carefujly, | 


| Here then is ſet downe firſt the teſtimony .of 
| the Angell ; then of 7eby; laftly, of Chriſt him- 
ſelfe. | | 

| v6. | Of the Angell, who faith, that all theſethings 
| are faithfull and truc : which he proueth by the cth- 
| cient cauſe, which is God , by the inftrument to de- 
lincr it to John, which was himſelfe, being ſent of 
God, and by the te, which is, that they hall 
ſhortly come to paſſe. And therefore heauen and 
earth thail ſooner paſſe, then one of theſe (hall 
fall rothe ground. 7 

V-8- By the teſtimony of Johbn, which ſaith , chat it 
was hee which ſaw aud heard theſe things ; and 


Math-F-19. 


 fairh he, ſuch werethe ſtrangeneſle of theſe things, 
[12-06] that when 1 ſaw them, 1 fell downe and worſhipped 


Rem-1-25.| fault in worſhipping the creature in ſtead of 
the Creator , for which, hee is reprehended of 
| the Angell, for. drawing this viſion to. a wrong: 
end, and making a contrary vſe of the ſame, 
namely by worthipping him which was a Mini- 
| Fer of God, io wit, an Angell, who was his fel- 
iy, low Seruant, and therefore not to be worſhipped, 


therefore could teftifiz of them : whereupon} 
| heetaketh occation to repeat his Former fall, for| 


the Angell ; where hee confeſſeth his grieuous, 
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'and having reprebended him for the abuſe, hee 
reacherh him the right. vie and end of the ſame; 
namely , firſt, that hee {ſhould hereby be ſtir- |} 
red vp to worlhip God : and ſecondly, to ma-|2 
nifeſt and teſtifie it to others: And therefore | 
| hee biddeth him not to ſeale the woras of this |y.10- 
Prophecie ; noting , that hee ſhould (hew and 
maniteft it to the Church of God: To the 
end, that firſt they might keepe and prattiſe the 
| things therein contained. | 
Secondly,, that they might vnderſtand the | | 
F certainty of the things therein contained : where- 
f in hee meeteth with an obie&tion that might | 
| be made. For (might ſome ſay) if they muſt 
i 


— — — 
- 


come certainely, why then ſhould men trou- 
ble themſelues about it , in ftudying: for the 
knowledge of the vnderftanding 'of that Booke, 
eſpecially ſeeing it is ſo hard and darkely {po-| 
ken? and that many would abuſe the things | 
of this Prophecie, and wreſt them to another | 
ſ end then the Apoſtle meant them , being gi- 


uen.in a file ſo vnwonted;z as Peter 2. Pauls 2-Pe-345-16.| 
ſayings are ſaid to be hard. But the Angell 
anſweres , that it muſt not be ſealed vp , bur | 
, publiſhed. And bowloeuer it may be, wine 
4 may take occalion to be wicked and carelefle | = | 
| by it, yet Saint John (ſaith, it makes no matter | | 
| for that, for though the wicked ſtumble. at it, | | 3 
| yet it is giuen for the comfort of the righteous, |. 
and for the Children of Gods fake, and they | 2h 
| fhall profit, and be bettered by ir, and made —_ 
EH more iaft , by taking heed of theſe indgements 
we ; T herein | 
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A plaine Explanationofthe Ap 
ated es | mmm 
herein contained. And for the wicked, hee faid, | 
if any will be exill, let him be cuill flill, And| 


"make <ither for the} furthering of the wicked in 


palle. 


V-12- 


faying,Behold, 1 come quickly, tc. In which words 
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laſt of all, hee. ſaith, that though ir (ould nor 


their wickedneſſe, or to further the godly in 
their godlinefle ; yet it is to be left vnſcaled for 
the glory of God, to manifeſt him ro be true, and 
his word true, when all theſe things (hall come to | 


- 


Then is Chriſt himſelfe brought in, ſpeaking, 


of our Sauiour, hee confitmeth alſo to: vs the 
truth of this Prophecie, and the teſtimony of the 
Angell,his ticles whereby hec is deſcribed, are ſpo- 
ken of before. | 

 Laftly, hee ſhutteth vp the Booke with an exe- 
cration againſt the wicked, and a promiſe of blel- 
fing towards the godly : And becauſe Joby was 
the laſt writer of the Scriptures and word of God, | 


it may well be referred vnto the whole new Te-| 
ſtament, and the old. And hee faith: 1hoſo- | 
encr doth adde or take away, let bim be accurſed. 


For Saint Jeb , ſeeing wicked men labonr to 
corrupt the writings of the Apoſtles, and ho- 
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| 


ly men of God, by adding, detraQing, and chang- 


ing, a8 is the common praQile in other writings of 


men of fame, hee doth therefore meet with that | 


corruption , and addeth this curſe vnto them, 
that either adde any thing vnto it, or diminiſh | 
any thing here-from, But ſome will obie&, ſee- 


ing Gods word cannot be corrupted, wherforethen | 
| doth he goe abourro forbid the corrupting of it | 
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2 whole Renelation of S.lohn, 
&kt ts anſwered', howſoener the word of God 
cannot inany point be corrupted, yet God would: 
alſo have the meanes vied whereby. hee would | 
 haneche ſame preſerued,by ſetting downe 
the threatnings of curſe to the corrup-. 
ters of it, and promiſes of ble. = 
ling to the keepers and 
preſeruers of it. 
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